Eric J. Holcomb, Governor
Terry J. Stigdon, MSN, RN, Director

Indiana Department of Child Services
Room E306 — MS47

302 W. Washington Street

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2738

INDIANA

DEPARTMENT OF

317-234-KIDS
CHILD FAX: 317-234-4497
SERVI CES www.in.gov/dcs

Child Support Hotline: 800-840-8757
Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline: 800-800-5556

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Media Contact:

Noelle Russell

Department of Child Services
Cell:317-756-1827

Email: Noelle.russell@dcs.in.gov

DCS promotes new manager for Kinship Navigator Program

INDIANAPOLIS (November 25, 2019) — The Indiana Department of Child Services is pleased to announce
Karen Hayden-Sturgis as manager of the agency’s Kinship Navigator Program, which supports efforts to
place children goinginto foster care with relatives.

“Kinship programs provide families and caregivers with critical information to supportthe childrenin
theircare duringa critical time,” Hayden-Sturgis said. “My job is to identify gaps and address them so
we can make connections forthose familiesin communities, statewide.”

The Kinship Navigator Program piloted in May in northeast Indiana. The program focuses on developing
a network of resources forformal and informal kinship families and assuring those services are easily
accessible.

DCS leaders say Sturgis will help relative caregivers find the support they need to succeed.

“I have had the professional pleasure to work with Karen for many years and know her to be a champion
for kids and for doingeverything possible to keep them with their families,” said Angela Smith
Grossman, DCS assistant deputy director of field operations. “Karenis definitely passionate about the
kinship journey andthe importantrole these caregivers playin the lives of children and their families.”

Hayden-Sturgis has worked for DCS for 25 years in several different roles. She currently lives in Frankfort
with herfamily. She received herbachelor’sin education for|lU-Kokomo and her master’sin social work
from IUPUI.
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About Indiana DCS: The Indiana Department of Child Services engages with families and collaborates
with state, local and community partners to protect children from abuse and neglect and to provide child

Indiana children will live in safe, healthy and supportive families and communities.
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support services. Indiana Child Abuse/Neglect Hotline: 800.800.5556. Child Support Customer Service
Kidsline: 800.840.8757 or 317.233.5437. www.in.gov/dcs
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