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have been terminated. The Visitation Plan will be reviewed and
Family Team (CFT) meeting or case plan conference. See sep,
Team Meetings.

DCS will determine if there is an preexisting visitation order
obtain a copy if one exists for presentation to the court.

DCS will provide the court with a recommendati i he noncustodial parent if
there is no preexisting order or if the preexisting o i est interest of the child.

The Indiana Department of Child Services (DC
1. Assure that the initial face-to- adePetween the child and his/her

2 between the child his/her siblings within five (5)
The Family Vis 5 parameters for visitation between the child and his/her
parent(s)/guardia stodian(s), sibling(s), family members, and other individuals with whom
the childdag ificant relationships. All Visitation Plans will have the following:

1. ing, maintaining and/or strengthening the bond that exists between

—face contact with the child’s siblings at least once per week; and
Face-to-face contact with other adults with whom the child has a positive, significant
relationship as long as deemed appropriate and does not negatively affect the child.
This should not interfere with or disrupt the regular visitation of the
parent/guardian/custodian.

Hw

Note: All Visitation Plans must include alternative forms of contact (e.g., phone calls,
cards, letters, photographs, recordings) to supplement face-to-face visits. If the court
has ordered no face-to-face contact between the child and his/her
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parent/guardian/custodian, alternative forms of contact may be requested, if appropriate
to maintain and develop the parent/child bond. See separate policies, 8.11 Parental
Interaction and Involvement, and 8.13 Implementing the Visitation Plan.

Code References

N/A
PROCEDURE
The FCM will:

1. Convene the CFT to assist in the development of the Visitation P

2. Ensure that the written Visitation Plan includes the following comp
a. A visitation goal,

b. Parameters of contact (who, what, how often);

c. Supervision (i.e. the degree of supervision necessa o will visit
and who may provide supervision). See Tool 8.

d. Visit logistics (e.g., location, time and length of ; , etc.); and

e. Appropriate activities during visitation, in particula efital actlvmes and
parenting activities, and any special consi i dations regarding
visitation.

f. Alternative forms of contact (e.g. ph letters, photographs, or
recordings to supplement face-t .

g. Provisions for contact with the no arent, if appropriate.

h. Provisions for face-to- face contact orms of contact with persons whom
the child has a positive, hip, if appropriate and does not interfere
or negatively affect

3. Engagethe CFTinp rding any barriers to visitation (i.e
transportation). See , 8.243 Implementing the Visitation Plan

4. Utilize alternatlve for hen circumstances prevent face-to-face visitation or

hone contact, email exchanges, audio and video
rs, etc.). Circumstances that may necessitate
Stent use of alternative forms of contact include
gs who are placed in residential treatment centers with restricted or

5. hat all parties understand the plan fully, and obtain signatures of all parties
involved in implementing the plan;

6. Reviewpwith all parties how the plan will be implemented, monitored, and adjusted
through out the life of the case. See separate policy, 8.13 Implementing the Visitation
Plan;

7. Submit the completed visitation to the Court for approval; and

8. Ensure that the approved plan is documented in the Indiana Child Welfare Information

System (ICWIS) Visitation Log.
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Non-Custodial Parent Visitation
The FCM will;
1. Determine if there is an preexisting visitation order for the non-custodial parent and
obtain a copy, if one exists, for presentation to the court.
2. Provide the court with a recommendation for visitation of the non-custodial parent if there
is no preexisting order or if the preexisting order is not in the best interest of the child.
3. Document approved visitation plan in ICWIS.

| PRACTICE GUIDANCE |

N/A

| FORMS AND TOOLS

1. Visitation Plan - Available in ICWIS
2. Tool 8.C — Supervision of Visits

| RELATED INFORMATION

ian Contact
. ldeally, the relationship
althy dependency, and nurturing.

Importance of Maintaining Parent/Guardi
Children have the fundamental right to visit wi
developed between a parent and chilgd\i
Each of these elements of the parent-
of the child. Regular visits and elp the child not to feel abandoned by his/her

The bond between siblings i est lasting relationship a child has. This bond helps
a child develop his/k i . When siblings cannot be placed together, the ability

child.

Visitation.Goal

ns/custodians and children retain the right of reasonable contact with each
s of the permanency goal, unless parental rights have been terminated or the
court has restricted contact.
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