Beware! Kudzu is Thriving in Indiana

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Dimisif Entomology and Plant Pathology is
working on a project to eradicate kudzu. Whatud2u? Kudzu is an invasive vine that was introduce
the U.S. from Japan. In the southern U.S this earegrow a foot per day, and can cover and outpeden
native vegetation causing serious damage to thestfagcosystem. It also has the potential to harbor
soybean pests and diseases. We are attemptidgrttfy and speak with all land owners that havdzku
on their property and/or are adjacent to woode@dsaiafested with kudzu, so that we may develop a
working relationship to ensure that this invasipe@es does not harm Indiana’s natural resourtfegou
would like to report a kudzu site, please daB66-NOEXOTIC, or contact the Bloomington field office at
812-332-2241 or emaikcote@dnr.in.gov Additional information can be found at the Diwvis of
Entomology and Plant Pathology web siteyw.in.gov/dnr/entomolorhank you for your assistance and
cooperation with the project. If you have any diea@s or concerns regarding the project, pleaskffee
to contact the DNR.

What does kudzu look like?

Leaves: Kudzu leaves look
just like a bean leaf. A singlep
trifoliate leaf is comprised of
3 smaller leaflets. The leavgg
and vines of young plants ar
often hairy. Trifoliate leaves
can be as large as 10” inche¢ ¥
across. Brown leaves oftefi$
remain on the plant after th
first hard freeze  buf
eventually fall of vines by,
mid winter.

Flowers:Flowers are
elongated and pinkish
to purple. The usually
appear in mid to latg
summer.

SeedsKudzu has
a constricted seed
pod and the shapé¢
of the individual
seeds can be segn

in the pod

Kudzu Distribution Kudzu can be confusedwith wild grape, wild cucumber and greenbrig
However, these plants have a simple leaf, not apooimd leaf comprised of 3

=

leaflets. There are native Indiana plants in tearbfamily that can look similar to
kudzu, but their leaves are usually not as largaudgu and native plants usually do
not have the aggressive growth habit that kudzu kaglzu vines often cover tregs
and all other vegetation creating a monotypic laags.

Greenbria Wild Cucumbe Wild Grape vs. Kudzu
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