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Table 5. Problems Affecting Habitats: 

Ranked threats to each major habitat type in Indiana. (See Appendix E-1 to E-78 for responses to 
sub-habitat expert questionnaires). 
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Habitat degradation  1 2 2 1 2 (tie) 3 1 1 1 

Commercial or residential 
development (sprawl) 

2 3 5 4 1 1 4 2 4 

Agricultural/Forestry practices 3 4 4 5 7 4 3 4 3 

Habitat fragmentation 4 1 8 2 (tie) 8 2 5 6 2 

Counterproductive financial 
incentives or regulations 

5 7 (tie) 13 2 (tie) 4 (tie) 7 6 13 6 (tie) 

Point source pollution (continuing) 6 7 (tie) 6 7 (tie) 5 12 10 5 (tie) 6 (tie) 

Invasive/non-native species 7 6 (tie) 11 3 10 (tie) 6 7 11 8 

Nonpoint source pollution 8 8 (tie) 3 7 (tie) 9 11 (tie) 12 7 5 

Successional change 9 5 14 6 12 5 2 12 6 (tie) 

Stream channelization 10   1   2 (tie) 10 15 10 (tie) 10 

Residual contamination (persistent 
toxins) 

11 8 (tie) 10 8 3 13 8 5 (tie) 12 

Drainage practices (stormwater 
runoff) 

12 6 (tie) 7 7 (tie) 6 14 13 9 7 

Mining/acidification 13 6 (tie) 12   13 9 9 8 11 

Impoundment of water/Flow 
regulation 

14   9   4 (tie) 11 (tie) 16 10 (tie) 9 

Climate change 15   15   11   11 3 13 

Diseases  (of plants that create 
habitat) 

16   16   10 (tie) 8 14   14 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


