Central Park Pond
Hamilton County
2008 Supplemental Evaluation

Date of Survey: 8/12/2008
Biologist: Jamie L. Smyth

Survey Objectives: Evaluate the stocking success at Central Park Pond and determine if
the pond could be a potential site for additional stockings from the Indiana State Fair

Fishing Pond.

Methods: Survey effort consisted of 0.53 h (one lap around the pond) of daytime DC
electrofishing. Electrofishing settings were adjusted to provide a larger sample of fish
(every other dropper was removed from the booms). Collected fish were measured to
the nearest 0.1 in TL. Aquatic vegetation was noted and select water chemistry was

taken.

Summary: Central Park Pond is a 5.2-acre pond located in Hamilton County and is
owned by Carmel Clay Parks and Recreation Department. The Division of Fish and
Wildlife (DFW) agreed to manage the pond in the summer of 2007. Prior to fish being
stocked, the DFW observed low numbers of bluegill, hybrid sunfish, and largemouth bass
during an initial spot check. These fish were stocked from an outside source. Central
Park Pond was stocked in the fall of 2007 with 3,994 redear sunfish fingerlings, 500
largemouth bass fingerlings, and 500 channel catfish (9.1 in average).

The Secchi disk measurement was 4.5 ft, the conductivity was 220 pS, and the pH was
9.0. American pondweed, leafy pondweed, sago pondweed, naiad, and filamentous algae
were observed throughout the pond

There were 278 fish collected and four species comprised the sample. Two hundred
fifty-two bluegill were collected that ranged in length from 1.1 to 5.1 in and averaged 3.2
in. A few of the bluegill collected were likely spawned in 2008. There were 14 green

sunfish collected with the largest being 3.2 in. A total of 10 largemouth bass were



collected that ranged in length from 2.2 to 9.2 in. Five of the bass collected were likely
spawned in 2008. Two hybrid sunfish were also collected during the survey.

The stockings at Central Park Pond were successful. Although no redear were
collected, they were observed in the pond. No further stockings of largemouth, bluegill,
or redear are required since they are self-sustaining and are expected to spawn in 2009.
However, upon completion of this survey, it was determined that Central Park Pond
could be used as a site for additional stockings from the Indiana State Fair Fishing Pond.
Central Park Pond was stocked with approximately 500 hybrid bluegill and 500 channel
catfish from the Indiana State Fair Fishing Pond in August of 2008. Since Central Park
Pond is in an urban setting and receives heavy fishing pressure, it should continue to be a
stocking site for State Fair fish. The pond is scheduled to receive an annual stocking of
500, 10-in channel catfish (100/acre) in 2009. The catfish will be provided from either
the State Fair Fishing Pond or from a DFW state fish hatchery.

Aquatic vegetation control is a major fisheries management tool and also improves
angler access. Excessive vegetation was observed in a few places during the survey
where it could become a nuisance to anglers. The Carmel Clay Parks and Recreation
Department is encouraged to hire a private applicator to conduct aquatic vegetation
control treatments. Prior to any chemical or other vegetation control methods, the parks
department must secure a permit from the DFW. The parks department is encouraged to
contact district 5 fisheries biologists with any questions regarding aquatic vegetation

control.
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NUMBER, PERCENTAGE, WEIGHT, AND AGE OF BLUEGILL

TOTAL
LENGTH
(inches)

NUMBER
COLLECTED

PERCENT
OF FISH
COLLECTED

AVERAGE
WEIGHT
(pounds)

AGE OF
FISH

TOTAL
LENGTH
(inches)

NUMBER
COLLECTED

PERCENT
OF FISH
COLLECTED

AVERAGE
WEIGHT
(pounds)

AGE OF
FISH

1.0

11

4.4

19.0

15

8

3.2

19.5

2.0

0.4

20.0

2.5

62

24.6

20.5

3.0

91

36.1

21.0

3.5

42

16.7

21.5

4.0

15

6.0

22.0

4.5

20

7.9

22.5

5.0

2

0.8

23.0

5.5

23.5

6.0

24.0

6.5

24.5

7.0

25.0

7.5

25.5

8.0

26.0

8.5

TOTAL

252

9.0

9.5

10.0

10.5

11.0

115

12.0

12.5

13.0

13.5

14.0

14.5

15.0

155

16.0

16.5

17.0

175

18.0

18.5

ELECTROFISHING
CATCH

4755 /h

GILL NET
CATCH

NA

TRAP NET CATCH

NA




NUMBER, PERCENTAGE, WEIGHT, AND AGE OF LARGEMOUTH BASS

TOTAL

LENGTH
(inches)

NUMBER
COLLECTED

PERCENT
OF FISH
COLLECTED

AVERAGE
WEIGHT
(pounds)

AGE OF
FISH

TOTAL
LENGTH
(inches)

NUMBER
COLLECTED

PERCENT
OF FISH
COLLECTED

AVERAGE
WEIGHT
(pounds)

AGE OF
FISH

1.0

19.0

15

19.5

2.0

20.0

20.0

2.5

20.5

3.0

20.0

21.0

3.5

10.0

215

4.0

22.0

4.5

22.5

5.0

23.0

5.5

10.0

23.5

6.0

24.0

6.5

24.5

7.0

25.0

7.5

20.0

25.5

8.0

10.0

26.0

8.5

TOTAL

10

9.0

10.0

9.5

10.0

10.5

11.0

115

12.0

12.5

13.0

13.5

14.0

14.5

15.0

155

16.0

16.5

17.0

175

18.0

18.5

ELECTROFISHING

CATCH

19.2/h

GILL NET
CATCH

NA

TRAP NET CATCH

NA
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