Indiana Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee

Meeting Minutes

June 27, 2000

Burney Fischer called the meeting to order at 1:15 pm at the Morgan County Administration Building.  Burney stated the purpose of the IFSCC and passed around a sign in sheet.

Gypsy Moth Update – Phil Marshall

Indiana has been surveying for gypsy moth for 28 years (since 1972).  Gypsy moth is now knocking at our door.

This is the thirteenth year of actively trying to keep the Gypsy moth out of Indiana. There is a grid system all across Indiana to detect and trap gypsy moths.  Delta traps down south, milk carton traps up north.  Technology helps make our efforts more effective.  “Slow the Spread” is a national campaign to help track, monitor and control the spread of gypsy moth.  Search on “Gypsy moth” to get to Internet site, or go to “vt.edu” and then “slow the spread.”  Virginia Tech is coordinating the Slow the Spread effort.  Although this is a national effort, each state is different and has different problems and political pressure.  Indiana is ahead of our surrounding states.  The gypsy moth threat is now coming from Ohio.  Five counties currently quarantined in Indiana.  Several more counties will be quarantined in 2000.  Currently quarantine is along the northern edge of Indiana, and NE corner.  This year, 11,000 acres were treated with BT and flakes.  True defoliation is not present in Indiana.  Some partial defoliation has been noted in isolated areas.  When determining spray blocks, sensitive native species are considered.  If sensitive species are present, spray strategies are altered.  The goal is to keep the survey in place in Indiana.  Gypsy moth is here, but don’t believe stories about current defoliation in Indiana.  Estimate that gypsy moths spread 12 miles a year, with slow the spread they only spread 4 – 6 miles a year.  

Other pests – Asian Longhorn Beetle.  Other wood boring beetles will continue to be imported problems.  Defoliators have not had long-lasting effects in Indiana.  Jumping Oak Gall is non-existent this year.  Unsure as to why.

Drought problems may start showing up this summer.  It usually takes two years of defoliation to kill a tree.

Indiana Forest Stewardship Plan – Dan Ernst

Copy of plan was sent out in mailing.  Plan is almost finished.  A few points still need to be worked out.  Purpose of the Stewardship Plan is to advance the stewardship of Indiana’s privately owned forests.  Plan broken down into Stewardship goals, then Stewardship Approach, followed by Performance Measures.

Five main Stewardship Goals.  A few small changes have been made since last meeting.  Want the committee to sign off on plan.

Richard Langdon made a motion to accept the plan, Bob Koenig seconded the motion, concensus agreed to the motion.  A signature page was passed around for all committee members to sign.

How is stewardship money used in Indiana?  Majority of money is passes on to citizens of Indiana.  A small percentage is used for some part time positions.  Indiana receives about $135, 000 a year.  

Stewardship challenge grant program.  Very few states do anything like this.  We get more and more demand for Challenge grants each year (yellow handout).  We are planning to fund 9 of 29 proposals this year. Madison County, Forest Discovery Center, Wells County SWCD, IFWOA – executive director position, Wood-Land-Lakes RC&D cost share, Lincoln Hill RC&D cost share program, IFWOA – Logger directory for trained loggers, White Water Valley Land Trust – start up (not actually stewardship funds, but some other grant).    These grant programs really help expand the reach of stewardship funds.  Important to let legislators know that our stewardship funds make it out to “on the ground activities.”  

2002 is the next farm bill.  Rewriting of the bill will create some opportunities to expand stewardship.

Joe Tutterrow – Best Management Practices in Northeastern Indiana

The Great Lakes Commission approved a grant for the Division of Forestry to implement BMP’s and a BMP cost share program in 12 counties in Northeastern Indiana.  This is a great opportunity to improve water quality and teach logger in Northern Indiana about BMP’s

Forest Legacy Program – Dan Ernst

Last year we submitted 6 properties for funding.  Three were funded.  Approximately 1400 acres ???.  Working go get approved properties appraised.  Detailed appraisals are time consuming and costly.  We are hoping to get last years money off the books before this year's projects are submitted.

· Handout on this years proposed legacy projects.  See table on scoring and appraisal.  Landowners score themselves.

· Projects that did not get funded last year are on this years project list.  Descriptions of proposed properties on back of handout. 

· This year Indiana will ask for 7.1 million dollars of legacy money.

The Indiana Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee is responsible, due to the newly accepted Stewardship Plan, to vote on weather or not to accept the proposed projects for submission and funding by the federal government.  Several people expressed concern on how the properties are selected. A consensus was not reached.

Question – What will the shotgun approach to purchasing legacy land look like in the future.  Is this the best way to buy land?  Some legislators question our purchasing procedure.

Indiana 1998 FIA Presentation – Burney Fischer

Forests of Indiana: An Overview – 1998 handed out at meeting.  Indiana would like to take a more in depth look at the information gathered by FIA.  This handout is a very rough draft of the first issue in a series of reports.  Comments to Barb Tormoehlen by Friday June 30, 2000.

Burney presented a presentation based on the Overview booklet.  Booklet covers percent of forestland by county (broad definition of forestland), Land Use by Unit, Acres of Timberland by Unit over time, breakdown of land by type of ownership by unit, map of all Public land ownership in Indiana, Major forest types by unit, Timberland age by Survey Unit, Percent Timber Age by Owner (state has oldest timber), and Growth-Removal-Mortality by Unit and by Ownership Class.

Indiana would like to take advantage of the FIA data and use it to present a series on Indiana’s forestland.  Indiana is one of the first states to make the effort to take a closer look at the FIA data.

Roundtable Discussion – the Committee

Bill Hoover – Indiana Land Use Council – Discussion on what land should be used for.  Wanted more information on how you can justify growing trees (economically) compared to other uses.

Purdue – Approved funds to renovate Ag. Hall (Entomology Building).  Forestry will move into the renovated Ag. Hall.  Continued interest in Martell Forest.  Possible addition to the forestry building is also being considered.

Barb Tormoehlen – Rich Wiest Stewardship Coordinator for NE area – Landowner survey to assess the implementation of stewardship plans.  “Bringing Forests to People” booklet on services provided by NA.

Julie Ramey – IHLA working with LTB law.  IHLA wants to put more teeth in law.  Second offense will be a felony instead of a misdemeanor.  They want Macklin to fund two new conservation officers to specifically work on timber theft.  Interested in comments.  

Dale Weigel – ISAF 100th anniversary.

Stewart Turner – IFWOA newsletter.  Interested in increasing distribution.  Website going well, looking at 5 year plan.  Looking for feedback on stumpage survey.

Nila Armstrong – SCORP – 5 year recreational plan dealing with private and parks.  Results help obtain funds.  Cost share on the purchase of trees for landowners to plant.

Tim Maloney – Big Oaks Wildlife Refuge at Jefferson Proving Grounds.  Largest refuge in Midwest.  Dedication on Saturday July 8th.  Nature Preserves has looked at area and is impressed with diversity.  HEC is getting new executive director (Tim Maloney).  Live ordinances are a concern at the wildlife refuge.

Bob Koenig – IFWOA – Meeting coming up soon at tree farmer of the year property.  New directory of professional foresters will be published this year.

Log a Load for Kids – $22,000+ for Riley Children’s hospital.  Golf outing on Aug. 19 for log a load for kids.

Farm Progress Show in Tippecanoe County this summer.  Possibly aiming at an urban audience.

IFIC – Intense logger and skidder training.  Another session in October.

Second day of meeting will be a Morgan-Monroe State Forest, looking at wildfire and arson fire damage from last year.

Next meeting is set for December 12 or 14 in the Indianapolis area at Farm Bureau.

Herbicide training program will be Friday December 4, 2000.  Indiana Government Center.

Prophetstown State Park – Open house and events on September 15 and 16, 2000.

Land Trust Conference – September 6, 2000 Indianapolis

