
Indiana Forest Action Plan 2020 
Update & implementation plans 

John R Seifert 
Indiana Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee 

September 29, 2020
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Forest Action Plan - Draft Development Process

• May 2017 
• Guidance issued by The State and Private Forestry Board regarding Ten-year Revisions 

of State Forest Action Plans
• https://www.stateforesters.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Strategies-and-Assessments-

10-Year-Revisions-Memo_final2.pdf



Forest Action Plan - Draft Development Process

• September 2017
• “2020 Forest Action Plan” State Forester presentation to committee 
• State of Indiana’s Forests – From Our Perspective – member presentations:

• IDNR – Division of Fish & Wildlife (Backs)
• Indiana Forestry & Woodland Owners Association (Jackson)
• The Nature Conservancy, Indiana Chapter (Shaver)
• US Forest Service, Hoosier National Forest (Chaveas) 
• Indiana Wildlife Federation (Wood)
• Indiana Hardwood Lumberman’s Association (Moistner)
• Purdue University, Forestry & Natural Resources (Farlee)
• Hoosier Environmental Council (Maloney)
• Urban Forestry Community (Purcell)
• The Ruffed Grouse Society/American Woodcock Society (Rudolph)

• Committee facilitated discussion session: input relating to previous presentations and 
suggested changes to the 2010 plan



Forest Action Plan - Draft Development Process

• September 2018 
• Presentation “Indiana Statewide Forest Action Plan 2020 Process” Brenda Huter, 

Stewardship Coordinator, IDNR – Division of Forestry 
• Presentation “Statewide Forest Action Plan 2020 - GIS Updates” Jill Flachskam, GIS 

Specialist, IDNR – Division of Forestry 
• Committee discussion session: review and changes to Indiana forestry issues list -

Brenda Huter, Stewardship Coordinator, IDNR – Division of Forestry



• April 2019
• Partner outreach letter

• A copy of your organization’s most recent strategic plan
• Your organization’s priority forest areas
• Any statewide or regional plans that you think should be incorporated 
• Any multi-state areas that are a priority
• Any other information you’d like to see included in the Forest Action Plan

• August - October 2019 - Compiled draft
• November - December 2019 - DNR internal review
• Draft release January 2020
• Public comment February – March 2020
• Incorporation of public comment – April – May 2020
• Release of final version and submission to USFS - September 2020

Forest Action Plan - Draft Development Process



Major Goals

• Conserve, manage and protect existing forests 
• Maintain the oak species component in the forests
• Restore, expand and connect forests especially along riparian areas
• Connect people to forests
• Maintain and expand markets for Indiana hardwoods both primary and 

secondary
• Increase Indiana’s urban forest canopy



How to accomplish these goals?

• Partnerships
a. Recent successes – Woods on Wheels, NRCS contribution 

agreement, RCPP grants, invasive species SICIM and Lt. Governor’s office 
and Dept. of Ag. tours

b. EQIP and CRP programs – special emphasis on conservation 
easements, focus of cost share support on forestry minded programs

c. Forest Service federal dollars to DNR – urban forestry, prescribed  
fire, insect and disease and private land stewardship







Research and Outreach

• Legislative – state and local involvement
• Continuing education – universities, conservation minded groups and 

state and federal governments
• Understand that there is a changing demographic
• Economic development 
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Measuring Results Statewide

Annual published report of  accomplishments

a. Lands conserved (Land trusts, DNR, Forest Service, cities and towns,
etc.)

b. Federal, state and local cost share dollars spent
c. Private lands impacted by this spending
d. Private sector economic development 
e. Teaching events
f.  Others?


