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Big Marsh

Key Site Features:

-Highly disturbed mixed
marsh/wetland community

-Interlake and Acme Steel
used the site to deposit slag
and mine sand

- 8 main pools separated by
earthen berms

-3 water control structures




Big Marsh / f

Key Site Issue - Hydrology

Table 1. Known Black-crowmed Might-Heron nesting locations at Lake Calumet Wetlands, 1984-2003,
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Black-crowned night heron habitat
(Nycticorax nycticorax) /

« Rookery moves between Big Marsh, Indian
Ridge Marsh and Heron Pond

 Nest in phragmites / cottonwoods
 Flooding in 1999
 Data collected since 1984
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Solution:

Modification of the existing water
control structure to maximize habitat &
reduce flooding.
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PROPOSAL SUCCESS

o Supporting Established Regional Plans
— GLRI

— Lake Michigan Lakewide Management Plan

e Supporting Established Local Plans
— Calumet Ecological Management Strategy (EMS)

— Calumet Open Space Reserve Plan (COSR)
— Hydrologic Master Plan (HMP)



OUTCOMES, OUTPUTS & RESULTS

e Qutcomes

— Protection & restoration of wetland habitats will increase

— Protection & restoration of Great Lakes aquatic & terrestrial
habitats will maintain & improve conditions of native wildlife

e Qutputs

— Baseline fish data
— Project summary of design, construction & completion

e Results
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