-8- That a water use permit and rights thereby granted may be
assigned or transferred and may not be revoked or suspended for
any reason other than termination of use or non-compliance with
reasonable conditions imposed at the time of issnance.

- That all existing withdrawals, diversions, impoundments or
consumptive uses of more than 100,000 gallons-per-day may be
continued with a water use permit for which application must be
made within, say, three years. Such permits will be granted
provided that the use is reasonable and beneficial. Failure to so
apply will create a rebuttable presumption of abandonment.

-10-  "Fhat non-domestic ground-water users whose withdrawals create
substantial adverse effects upon the domestic household wells of
others shall, as a condition precedent to a water use permit, either
restore such wells 1o their former relative capability, provide a
reasonable alternative source of supply, or pay proper damages.

-11- Provide by law for the protection of a reasonable level of low
streamflow in the interest of instream uses; for consideration of
such protection as one element of the public interest in
consideration of water use permits; and for recognition of the
policy that the impoundment of water for the purpose of low flaw
augmentation for instream uses is a legitimate public purpose.

h) Provide a clear definition of public rights for such instream uses as
hoating and fishing, based upon consideration of the navigational
servitude and/or the public waters concept, and of the righis of riparian
owners.

2} It is the view of the Commission that the development of a water rights and

3)

4)

management statute should be accomplished under the guidance and direction
of a representative group conversant with the water resource and the uses and
needs of the people of Indiana. The Commission has developed a broad base
of such knowlege and insight during the past three years. It is therefore
recommended that the Commission be continued and assigned the task of
developing a statute on water rights and management for consideration by the
General Assembly.

The necessary resources should be provided to the Department of Natural
Resources for the development of a comprehensive plan for the development
and utilization of the water resource of the state to serve the goal of mecting
the needs of the people of Indiana in timely fashion by both public and private
efforts.

Accepted technical procedures should be developed by the Department of
Natural Resources for consistent assessment of the vield capability of the
several sources of public water supply as an aid to water ntilities in the
planning and development of additional supplies in timely fashion.
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The Department of Natural Resources should be provided with the necessary
resources lo conduct and report upon continuing periodic inventories of water
use in the state as an aid in assessing the further demands upon the waler
resource, and in determining any further public policy actions with respect
thereto.

FLOODING

6)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

That the existing policy of Indiana with respect to flood control, as expressed
in the Indiana Flood Control Act (I.C. 13-2-22) and related statutes, continue
to constitute the official public poliey of the state.

That legislation be submitted to the General Assembly which would provide a
more workable procedure for the “due notice” provisions of that portion of the
Indiana Flood Control Act (I.C. 13-2-22-14) relating to the establishment of
Commission floodways. 1t is proposed that “‘due notice” be patterned after
that in existing zoning legislation; that is, by published legal notice,
opportunity for public inspection of maps and other pertinent information,
and public hearings.

That local zoning authorilies should enact and maintain effective floodplain
zoning ordinances.

That necessary financial resources be provided to the Department of Natural
Resources for the development of a master plan for flood control in the state to
serve not only as a source of guidance and information for local efforts but,
importantly, to provide information on relative priorities and needs for use in
state and other programs for alleviation of flood hazards.

That the General Assembly amend the Flood Control Revolving Fund Act
(I.C. 13-2-23) so as to increase the amount of the loan fund 10 approximately
$5 million, to raise the maximum loan amount 1o $500,000, and to make
planning costs an eligible item for loans.

That the direct construction of flood control projects by the siate be handled
on an individual case basis, being limited generally to those projects that either
afford relief on a regional basis, provide protection to state properties, or in
which flood control can be incorporated in other state water resource projects,
It is suggested further that this policy be reexamined upon completion of the
master flood control plan, when the relative scope, urgency and need for
solutions to the problem on a statewide basis are more clearly apparent.

The relatively new practice of line-item appropriations by the General
Assembly for specific local flood control projects through the Department of
Natural Resources should be recognized and encouraged. 'The Department
should be the overall coordinating agency to ensure that such projects are
technically and environmentally sound. Completion of the previously
recommended master plan for flood control would provide valuable guidance
to the Administration and the General Assembly in acting upon such local
funding requests.



13) That priority be given to those areas having high erosion potential in the

disbursement of: a) any available state funds, b} the federal
Agricultural Conservation Praclices Program, and ¢) agricultural non-point
pollution control programs.

DRAINAGE

14)

15)

16)

17}

18)

The policy of recognizing and accepting the vital role and value of adequate
drainage systems, both agricultural and urban, should be the continuing
policy of the State of Indiana and of its citizens and institutions of
government.

The drainage systems should be properly maintained on a regular and
continuing basis and the duty and responsibility for such maintenance should
be recognized and implemented by those responsible.

The policy of Lthe State of Indiana should include recognition of the value of
both multiple instream uses and the drainage function. The construction,
reconstruction, and maintenance of drainage systems should include suitable
practices that promote compatibility with other instream uses.

The State of Indiana should establish and implement an information and
education program designed to assist all interests in a better understanding of
the problems and needs of both agricultural and urban drainage, to promote
understanding and acceptance of the multiple instream uses of major
drainage systems, and to promote regular and continuing maintenance of
drainage systems while adopting and utilizing drainage practices and
procedures that recognize and protect other instream uses.

There should be established in law the policy that those practices and
procedures in the construction, reconstruetion and maintenance of legal open
drains necessary for the preservation or enhancement of the public interest
for recreation and fish and wildlife, be paid for by the siate. A continuing
source of state funds and a suitable mechanism for impementation of that
policy should be established.

ADMINISTRATION

19)

20)

The proper authorities should give priority attention to the problem of
recruitment and retention of professional and 1echnical staff through
improvements in salaries, educational and career opportunities and in
recruitment programs;

Adequate resources should be made available to the agencies for the
collection, analysis, interpretation, and periodic publication of basic water
resource data and information. Existing legislation that permits this
collection and publication activity should be amended so that such activity is
mandatory,

It is the unanimous view of the Commission that implementation of these
recommendations would, in conjunction with existing authorities and programs,
provide that framework of policy, law, and management within which the water
needs of the future may be salisfied in a timely and equitable manner.
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