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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Lt. Governor Honors 17 ‘TXT L8R’ Contest Winners  

INDIANAPOLIS (July 18, 2014) – Lt. Governor Sue Ellspermann today honored 17 Indiana high school and college students who earned $5,000 scholarships by urging their social media followers to “Drive Now. TXT L8R.”
“A texting driver is 23 times more likely to get into a crash than a non-texting driver,” said Lt. Governor Ellspermann, who voted for the 2011 ban while serving in Indiana’s House of Representatives. “Instead of making a tragic mistake behind the wheel, Hoosier high school and college students put their smartphones to good use educating others.”

During Distracted Driving Awareness Month in April, a total of 179 students posted more than 7,000 tweets and 47 photos or videos using Instagram or Vine. Staff from the Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles, Indiana Criminal Justice Institute, Indiana Department of Labor, Indiana Department of Transportation and Indiana State Police tracked the posts and judged the entries that were the most creative. 

$5,000 will be deposited into the CollegeChoice 529 savings plans for each of the students listed below.

1. Most Tweets, Retweets and Favorites on Twitter, College Division

Melanie Shebel from Purdue University North Central 

2. Most Creative on Instagram, College Division

Emily Morris from University of Indianapolis 

3. Most Likes on Instagram, College Division

Shakeya Caines from Ball State University 

4. Most Creative on Vine, College Division

Austin Hoffman and Logan Schroering from University of Southern Indiana 

5. Most Likes on Vine, College Division

Abdiel Garcia and Abner Garcia from Ivy Tech Community College

6. Most Tweets, Retweets and Favorites on Twitter, High School Division

Hannah Kline and Marcos Navarro from Warsaw Community High School 

7. Most Creative on Instagram, High School Division

Skyler Blanton, Madi Rogers and Allie Bertram from Jennings County High School 

8. Most Likes on Instagram, High School Division

Laura Brown, Leah Hoff and Hunter Crispen from Rochester High School 

9. Most Creative on Vine, High School Division

Erica Brown from Pike High School

10. Most Likes on Vine, High School Division

Omar El-Khodary from Signature School

The U.S. Department of Transportation reported that in 2009, more than 5,400 people died in crashes linked to driver distraction. The majority of text message citations and warnings issued by Indiana State Police last year were for drivers under age 30.

The “Drive Now. TXT L8R.” contest was funded through a federal grant by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. More information about the contest and winning entries may be found at www.txtl8r.in.gov.
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MEDIA CONTACTS: 
David Bursten, Indiana State Police: 317-232-0064 or dbursten@isp.in.gov 
Will Wingfield, Indiana DOT: 317-233-4675 or wwingfield@indot.in.gov 

Josh Gillespie, Bureau of Motor Vehicles: 317-233-5323 or jogillespie@bmv.in.gov 

Bob Dittmer, Department of Labor: 317-234-3793 or media@dol.in.gov 







