How can your organization/institution get approved as a location for veterans and eligible dependents to utilize their GI Bill or Post 9/11 Education benefits?*

Approval of Accredited Institution of Higher Learning (IHL):
38 USC § 3675 

· IHL programs refer to accredited universities and colleges offering education programs leading to an associate’s or bachelor’s degree. 

· In accordance with Section 3675, Title 38, U.S. Code, the U.S Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) identifies accredited programs as programs accredited by agencies recognized by the U.S. Department of Education (DOE) 
· A database of accredited postsecondary institutions and programs can be found at: http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/search.aspx. 
· The program must operate and teach in the State of Indiana. 

· To be approved an official from the training program must send a signed request to the following address: 

Indiana State Approving Agency

Indiana Department of Veterans Affairs 

302 West Washington Street, Room E-120 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

· This memo must contain all contact information for the official in the training program. 

· This memo needs to read something like, “ [Training Program] is formally requesting to be approved as a location for veterans and eligible dependents to utilize their GI Bill and Post 9/11 Education Benefits.” 

· After the receipt of the approval request is received by the SAA it will be assigned to a Program Director. 

· The Program Director will then contact the institution and issue the appropriate approval package. 

· Once the approval package is complete, it will be reviewed and the Program Director will determine if the program meets the approval criteria. 

Approval of Accredited Non-College Degree Programs (NCD): 
· NCD programs refer to postsecondary training institutions that solely teach programs leading to certificates and diplomas other than associate’s and bachelor’s degrees. 
· In accordance with Section 3675, Title 38, U.S. Code, the U.S Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) identifies accredited programs as programs accredited by agencies recognized by the U.S. Department of Education (DOE) 

· A database of accredited postsecondary institutions and programs can be found at: http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/search.aspx. 

· The program must operate and teach in the State of Indiana. 

· The program must meet the minimum period of operation described in 38 CFR 21.4251. 

· To be approved an official from the training program must send a signed request to the following address: 

Indiana State Approving Agency

Indiana Department of Veterans Affairs 

302 West Washington Street, Room E-120 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

· This memo must contain all contact information for the official in the training program. 

· This memo needs to read something like, “[Training Program] is formally requesting to be approved as a location for veterans and eligible dependents to utilize their GI Bill and Post 9/11 Education Benefits.” 

· After the receipt of the approval request is received by the SAA it will be assigned to a Program Director. 

· The Program Director will then contact the institution and issue the appropriate approval package. 

· Once the approval package is complete, it will be reviewed and the Program Director will determine if the program meets the approval criteria. 

~Examples of NCD programs, include EMT courses, Cosmetology course, etc. ~

Approval of Non-Accredited Non-College Degree Programs (NCD): 
38 USC § 3676

· Non-accredited NCD programs refer to postsecondary training institutions that solely teach programs leading to certificates and diplomas other than associate’s and bachelor’s degrees that are not accredited by DOE recognized accrediting bodies. 

· The program must operate and teach in the State of Indiana. 

· The program must meet the minimum period of operation described in 38 CFR 21.4251.

· Pursuant to IC-22-4.1-21-10 some programs must be accredited by the Department of Workforce Development Office for Career and Technical Schools (Proprietary Education) or Licensed through the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency. 
· VA has stated they will accept programs in applicant status and programs that have been granted exemption. 

· To be approved an official from the training program must send a signed request to the following address: 

Indiana State Approving Agency

Indiana Department of Veterans Affairs 

302 West Washington Street, Room E-120 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

· This memo must contain all contact information for the official in the training program. 

· This memo needs to read something like, “[Training Program] is formally requesting to be approved as a location for veterans and eligible dependents to utilize their GI Bill and Post 9/11 Education Benefits.” 

· After the receipt of the approval request is received by the SAA it will be assigned to a Program Director. 

· The Program Director will then contact the institution and issue the appropriate approval package. 

· Once the approval package is complete, it will be reviewed and the Program Director will determine if the program meets the approval criteria. 

~Examples of NCD programs, include EMT courses, Cosmetology course, etc. ~

Approval of On-the-Job Training Programs (OJTs):

38 USC § 3677  
· OJT programs refer to job training programs, other than an apprenticeship, which job progression is based upon skills learned trough organized and supervised training on the job and not other factors, such as length of service and normal turnover. 
· The employee using benefits must be employed and training in the State of Indiana. 
· The required job training must be at least 6 months and no longer than 2 years
(CFR 21.4262 (c) (3)). 
· There must be a progressively increasing wage scale throughout the training. 
(CFR 21.4262 (b) (6)).
· To be approved an official from the training program must send a signed request to the following address: 

Indiana State Approving Agency

Indiana Department of Veterans Affairs 

302 West Washington Street, Room E-120 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

· This memo must contain all contact information for the official in the training program. 

· This memo needs to read something like, “[Training Program] is formally requesting to be approved as a location for veterans and eligible dependents to utilize their GI Bill and Post 9/11 Education Benefits.” 

· After the receipt of the approval request is received by the SAA it will be assigned to a Program Director. 

· The Program Director will then contact the institution and issue the appropriate approval package. 

· Once the approval package is complete, it will be reviewed and the Program Director will determine if the program meets the approval criteria. 

~Examples of OJT programs include Police Officer, IT professionals, Fire Fighter, etc. ~
Approval of Apprenticeship Programs (APP):

38 USC § 3687 
· APP programs refer to job training programs for apprenticeable occupations published by the US Department of Labor. 

· The employee using benefits must be employed and training in the State of Indiana. 
· The program length for an apprenticeship must be at least 2000 hours of training 

(CFR 29.5 (b)(2)). 
· There must be a progressively increasing wage scale throughout the training. 
(CFR 21.4262 (b) (6)).
· It is not required that all apprenticeships register with the U.S. Department of Labor, but it is recommended. 
· To be approved an official from the training program must send a signed request to the following address: 

Indiana State Approving Agency

Indiana Department of Veterans Affairs 

302 West Washington Street, Room E-120 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

· This memo must contain all contact information for the official in the training program. 

· This memo needs to read something like, “[Training Program] is formally requesting to be approved as a location for veterans and eligible dependents to utilize their GI Bill and Post 9/11 Education Benefits.” 

· After the receipt of the approval request is received by the SAA it will be assigned to a Program Director. 

· The Program Director will then contact the institution and issue the appropriate approval package. 

· Once the approval package is complete, it will be reviewed and the Program Director will determine if the program meets the approval criteria. 

~Examples of APP programs include Bricklayers, Pipefitters, Electricians etc. ~

*Not all organizations/institutions are eligible to be approved. If you have any questions please contact the Indiana State Approving Agency at 317-234-6062.

