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Presidential candidates vie for the disability vote
The disability community across the nation united forces in a historic event commemorating the 18th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The non-partisan National Forum on Disability xe "Issues"Issues, xe "themed “Feel the Power of the Disability"themed “Feel the Power of the Disability Vote,” brought together advocates, elected officials and others in an organized effort to empower the disability community and encourage the next president to consider the interests of people with disabilities in policy decisions. 

“The disability community is a huge voting block that is completely ignored during presidential elections and congressional elections, and that has to stop,” said Andy Imparato, president and CEO of the American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD). 

Held July 26 in Columbus, Ohio, the forum featured Republican presidential candidate Sen. John McCain and Democratic Sen. Tom Harkin (as a surrogate for Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Barack Obama), who shared their platforms on disability issues for the first time nationwide. The senators were joined by people with disabilities, advocates and supporters who actively listened and participated in this unique discussion. The forum was organized by the AAPD and co-sponsored by more than 60 disability organizations.

Sen. Harkin of Iowa, chief sponsor of the ADA Amendments Act and long-time advocate of disability rights, stepped in for Sen. Obama, who was out of the country with a congressional delegation. Sen. Harkin discussed the Community Choice Act (CCA), proposed legislation he is sponsoring and which is co-sponsored by Sen. Obama. According to Sen. Harkin, the act aims to transition Medicaid recipients from nursing homes and institutions back into the community by providing funding for the services these individuals need to live independently. 

Sen. Harkin also discussed Sen. Obama’s promise to employ a full-time advisor for disability issues to ensure the disability community is not overlooked when he is making policy decisions. 

He also reminded voters that not only should they consider the presidential candidates themselves, but also the potential Supreme Court judges that may be appointed under each administration. As Harkin explained, the original coverage of the ADA was constricted by Supreme Court decisions that “gutted key elements” of the legislation. 

Sen. McCain followed Sen. Harkin and appeared via satellite video from Arizona. In regards to ADA interpretation in the Supreme Court, Sen. McCain said he believes the limitations of the ADA were a result of Congress’ failure to write the legislation in clearly specific terms. 

As a principal co-sponsor of the ADA, Sen. McCain pledged to support the ADA Amendments Act. However, Sen. McCain said he does not support the CCA because of the amount of funding that would be needed to implement the act. Although supportive and understanding of people with disabilities’ desire to transition from institutionalized care, Sen. McCain said the cost for providing assistance as promised in the CCA must be considered. 

The forum was led by moderator Judy Woodruff, broadcast journalist for the “NewsHour with Jim Lehrer”, who asked the senators a variety of questions related to veterans affairs, the ADA, long-term care and more. 

In such a close race to the White House, this event marked a key moment in the candidates’ campaigns for garnering support, and votes, from individuals in the disability community. To view a Web cast of the disability forum, visit www.disaboom.com.

You’ve got mail! 

Registration materials for the Indiana Conference for People with Disabilities will be mailed in early October. Join us Dec. 2 and 3 in Indianapolis for “Mission Ready: Countdown to Change” to enjoy national and local speakers who will enlighten and entertain attendees! 

Paralympian Oscar Pistorius paves way for athletes with disabilities

Oscar Pistorius, a native South African, is a double-amputee and Paralympic world record holder for the 100, 200 and 400 meter sprints. His lifelong dream to qualify for this year’s summer Olympic Games was put on hold after a ruling by the International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) banned him from competing because the carbon fiber blades found in his prosthetics, called Cheetahs, could give him an unfair advantage. 

Pistorius’ lawyers appealed the decision to the Court of Arbitration for Sport, the highest international governing body for legal matters in sports, citing that studies quoted in the first hearing did not provide enough evidence or take the prosthetics’ total effect into account.

The Court agreed and overturned the decision. Pistorius immediately began competing for a spot on the 400 and 1,600 meter relay teams for his home country, but failed to make the final roster for either team. He now plans to focus his training on the 2012 Olympic Games.

Although Pistorius did not compete this summer in Beijing, he did win the race for equality. Athletes with disabilities hoping to compete in the Olympics will now be allowed to do so unless the IAAF can provide scientific evidence that assistive devices provide unfair advantages. 

Congress overrides Bush’s Medicare veto

Congress recently voted to overturn a veto by President George W. Bush for the Medicare Improvement for Patients and Providers Act of 2008, thus protecting doctors from cuts in their medicare payments.

This act proposed canceling a 10.6 percent cut in payments to physicians treating medicare patients. Although the president supported a payment cut, Senate members voted 70–26 to overturn Bush, following the House of Representatives, which voted 383–41 to override. 

Supporters of the legislation worried that the 10.6 percent cuts would discourage doctors from accepting Medicare patients. The bill, which now becomes law, will offset the cost to the government by cutting payments to big insurers rather than those to doctors. Those big insurers, though, have contracts with the Medicare program to provide Medicare Advantage Plans, which offer more benefits than traditional Medicare plans.

Bush said the $13 million in reimbursement cuts from insurers will lessen the opportunities and participation for the elderly and their health care needs. Medicare Advantage Plans may cover more services and have lower out-of-pocket costs than the traditional plans. Some plans cover prescription drugs and include other benefits; however, advantage plans are only accepted at select hospitals and doctor’s offices. 

Bill supporters argued that the Medicare Advantage Plans cost 12 percent more on average than providing health coverage under the traditional Medicare program and may serve as a threat to weaken the program. 

The American Association for Retired People (AARP) supported the bill. A lobbying effort helped Congress approve the bill with strong bipartisan support. 

Although the bill largely focuses on changes for doctors and private insurers, Medicare patients and health care providers have a large stake in the legislation.

The new law will benefit people with disabilities by lowering co-payments for mental health services. Currently, patients pay a 50 percent co-pay for these services. Within the next few years, this law will reduce the co-pay to 20 percent, the same as other health care services. The law will also create grants for state aging and disability resource centers and permit the government to help offset the cost of monthly premiums. 

The vote to pass the bill will allow Congress and the next president time to readdress health care issues to try to ensure that the roughly 40 million Americans supported by the Medicare system receive proper and sufficient care through realigned federal funding. 

Council seeking candidates for board of directors
The Council is actively seeking candidates to serve on its board of directors. The Governor’s Council is a state agency whose mission is to advance independence, productivity and inclusion of people with disabilities in all aspects of society. The board has adopted the Carver Policy Governance Model as its method for conducting board business. 

The ideal candidate: 

•
Supports the Council’s mission;

•
Is visionary;

•
Thinks strategically; 

•
Is global in perspective; 

•
Is able to set aside personal agendas; 

•
Will do the homework necessary to contribute to the board’s discussions and deliberations; and

•
Adheres to the Carver Policy Governance Model (www.carvergovernance.com/model.htm).

Council board members are appointed by Governor Mitch Daniels. Sixty percent of those appointed must have a disability or have a family member who has a disability. Members would be responsible for attending quarterly meetings, which are usually held at the Council’s office in downtown Indianapolis.

Interested candidates can contact the Council at (317) 232-7770 (voice/TT) or GPCPD@gpcpd.org to request an application.

Speakers scheduled for 2008 Conference

The 2008 Conference for People with Disabilities will welcome several highly accredited speakers for the two-day event, taking place Dec. 2 and 3 in Indianapolis. 

Attendees will hear from Dale DiLeo, president of the Training Resource Network in St. Augustine, Fla. DiLeo is a highly sought-after speaker and consultant, having trained more than 75,000 people around the world on community inclusion. He also served as president of the Board of the Association for Persons in Supported Employment and was recently a keynote speaker for the European Union of Supported Employment in Norway. “Raymond’s Room,” DiLeo’s latest book, which focuses on ending segregation of people with disabilities in society, will be provided to all conference attendees. 

Also presenting will be Juliette Rizzo, Ms. Wheelchair America 2005. She’ll provide an uplifting presentation as she shares her personal experience as a person with a disability who pursued her dreams and succeeded. Rizzo works for the U.S. Department of Education where she raises awareness of educational opportunities for all Americans. 

The lineup of speakers continues with David Braddock, Ph.D., executive director of the University of Colorado’s Coleman Institute for Cognitive Disabilities, who will present the findings of a study he conducted on Indiana’s disability services. Braddock, nationally recognized for his contributions to cognitive disability research and policy, has published more than 200 books, book chapters, articles and technical reports.

Last, but not least, Curtis Decker, JD, will share his take on the results of the federal election and its impact on people with disabilities. Decker is the executive director of the National Disability Rights Network, a membership association comprised of 90 protection and advocacy agencies and client assistant programs. Decker is also the chair of the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD), a coalition that includes more than 100 national consumer, advocacy, provider and professional organizations that advocate on behalf of people with physical and intellectual disabilities.
ADA Amendments Act gains Senate support

The ADA Amendments Act, moving at a rapid pace on the way to becoming law, passed by an overwhelming 402–17 vote in the U.S. House of Representatives. However, the legislation stalled in the Senate due to debate over the definition of disability, as some senators were concerned the language was too ambiguous. 

In a hearing about the legislation, Senate-sponsor Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) particularly expressed concern about the words “materially restricts” in the definition of disability. According to Harkin, these terms would eliminate people such as those who have lost limbs but are able to use prostheses from protection under the act. 

After coming to terms on the language, the Senate version of the act was introduced with 57 co-sponsors. Only 31 senators were on board originally, but an additional 26 signed on when the bill came to the Senate floor. At the time of print, six more senators had later joined, bringing the total to 63 co-sponsors. According to Sen. Harkin, the Senate version of the bill builds upon the House ADA Amendments Act in a way that maximizes bipartisan support. 

If passed into law, the ADA Amendments Act would clarify the definition of disability as it’s defined in the current Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, which will allow more people with disabilities to receive protection under the legislation. The vague language of the ADA resulted in a number of Supreme Court decisions that misinterpreted the original intentions of the legislation, particularly in employment cases. This caused a greater rift between the disability and business communities, which have come together to resolve their differences in the new, proposed legislation. 

For more information, including a draft of the act, visit www.aapd-dc.org.

New employment program for college students with disabilities

A new initiative, the Workforce Recruitment Program for College Students with Disabilities, is offering employers nationwide a free database of more than 1,700 college students with disabilities seeking employment in a wide range of industries. 

The database was compiled by recruiters who visited nearly 200 college campuses across the country to interview students with disabilities interested in summer jobs or full-time and part-time employment. Employers can use the database to search for certain criteria — such as geographic location or degree — to help fill their recruitment needs. 

Federal employers can access the database online, while private sector, other government and nonprofit employers can request unlimited searches for candidates by calling the U.S. Department of Labor Office of Disability Employment Policy (ODEP). 

The Workforce Recruitment Program for College Students with Disabilities is co-sponsored by ODEP and the U.S. Department of Defense. It is an expansion of the original Workforce Recruitment Program, which has helped fill positions for people with disabilities since 1995.

For more information, please contact ODEP at (866) 633-7365 (toll free) or visit https://wrp.gov.

Of Note

Indiana Vision Expo 

The Indiana Talking Book and Braille Library (TBBL), located in the Indiana State Library, will host its annual Indiana Vision Expo Saturday, Sept. 27, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The expo is free for attendees and no registration is required. More than 25 exhibitors will introduce attendees to products and services available to help people with visual impairments be more independent at home, work and school. For more information, visit www.indianavisionexpo.org or call (800) 622-4970 (toll free). The Indiana State Library is located in downtown Indianapolis at 140 N. Senate Ave. 

Register to vote! 

Voters must be registered by Oct. 6 and obtain a government-issued photo ID to cast their ballots in the November 2008 election. Visit www.in.gov/sos/elections for registration details and more information. If you do not have a valid ID, visit www.in.gov/bmv for license branch locations.

Grants now offered for health coverage 

Help may be available for families who have children ages 16 and younger with medical needs not covered, or not fully covered, by their commercial health benefit plan. The United Health Care Children’s Foundation is providing grants to help families pay for medical services and items children need when their commercial health benefit plans don’t provide enough assistance. Recipients are awarded $5,000 or 85 percent of the fund balance, whichever amount is less, over a 12-month period. Any one individual may only receive a maximum of $7,500 over a lifetime. Individuals who receive Medicaid, Medicare or other state or federally subsidized health insurance programs are not eligible for funding. To learn more and apply, visit www.uhccf.org/apply_applicant.html.

Helpful voting resource

The Council’s “Voting in Indiana” booklet can help you prepare for the upcoming election. Request your copy at (317) 232-7770 (voice/TT) or GPCPD@gpcpd.org.
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