Groups seeks to get Evansville fathers
involved in kids’ lives
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EVANSVILLE ——For David Wagner taklng hns grandchlldren to thelr flrst day of classes at meoln School isastepina
creating a partnership between students’ families and the prmCIpal and teachers Andit's a partnershlp Evansvrlle men can,
take a step toward . creatlng Wednesday — the first day of school for most Evanswlle Vanderburgh School Corp. chlldren

Diane C!ements executive director of the EVansvilIe Van‘derbyurgh'Human Relations Co’mm'issiyon said the Million Father
March is a way for male figures — whether they’re fathers, grandfathers foster fathers, stepfathers, uncles, older brothers
or another significant male role model in a child’s life — to take their children to school on the first day and meet the
teachers and pnncxpals as well as discover activities ‘their chlldren are a part of. .

“I think that is just really a first step for fathers, when the role traditionally may have fell on the mother or the mother
takes on a lot of the child rearing, it’s getting the fathers involved. I'm sure there are fathers who are doing that already,”
Clements said. “It's just developing a relationship with the schools.”

Clements sa|d she has heard of various commrssroners with the Evansville Commlssmn on the Social Status of African
American Males who have shared this with fnends church ,congregatlons to get the word out and motlvate people

The Mllllon Father March is a natlonal movement sponso' , by the Chlcag : ased Black Star PrOJect Part of the group s
mnssnon is to ‘improve the quallty of life in black: and Iatlno co nities 0 Ch‘cago and natlonW|de by ellmmatmg the
aca emic achlevement gap, accordlng to the org i ' ' ,

commissioner wrth the Evansvulle Comm;ss [ > Social Status of Afrlcan Amerlcan Males sald they are -
mvmn fathers and sugnlﬂcant males to be a part of the movement locally “Data indicates that when fathers and
SIgnlflcant males are a part of the educatronal careers of students that they do exceedmg!y better than those students
who don t have that male mvolvement Wagner sa|d . S ' ~ ' '

Wagner satd he attended his grandchtldren S ﬁrst day of school at meoln Iast month (the school uses a year- round .
calendar) and was encouraged to.see many other men there. There WaSJUSt a lot of good energy, and a Iot of prlde to see
those males and the number that participated Wagner sald "lt was very encouragmg ' '

He said he’'d like others to know that the partnershrp between parents the chlldren and the schools “it’s vrtal "

“We know educatlon is going to be the key to thelr success and | wanted to emphasrze that I vatue educatlon l value them,;
and I'm there to support them,” Wagner said. "That me and the school we're. ln partnershlp of educatlon my grand kIdS 50
I’'m a part of the process.” . . ' ' . ‘




