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PLEASE BE SURE THIS IMPORTANT INFORMATION REACHES YOUR

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT CERTIFIED OPERATOR

Important DMR Reminders!

1) DMRs must always be submitted, even when there is no discharge from an outfall for the reporting period. If no discharge occurred, mark the “No Discharge” box on the DMR form.  Failure to submit a DMR or submitting a late DMR is automatically flagged by the federal database as a significant violation.  This “significant non-compliance” (SNC) designation for your permitted facility is then made available for public view on the federal Enforcement Compliance History Online (ECHO) database found at www.epa.gov/echo.  No one wants to make the SNC list, especially for failure to submit a monthly report.

2) Please do not send correspondence with DMRs unless it explains missing data/ violations reported on DMRs.

3) DMR & MRO/MMR signatory requirements in the permit must be followed.  A certified operator/ utilities manager or superintendent does not meet signatory requirements for signing the DMR form unless duly authorized in writing per the procedures specified in the permit.

4) There is only ONE operator in responsible charge for a permitted facility.  The state Monthly Report of Operations and Monthly Monitoring Report forms MUST be prepared under the supervision of and signed by the certified operator in responsible charge for the permitted facility.  This signatory requirement cannot be delegated or assumed by another individual unless IDEM receives a letter thirty (30) days in advance notifying us of the change in responsible charge operator for the facility. 

5) When there is a discharge from an outfall, you must complete all empty data boxes in the “Parameter” rows on the DMR form. When there are no analytical results for an individual parameter, fill in each empty box with an asterisk (*) and explain the permit condition that allows for not reporting the results in the comments section at the bottom of the DMR form or on an attached page. If any fields are left blank, the database automatically generates “non-receipt violations” which may subject your facility to enforcement action and an appearance on the dreaded SNC list.  

6) Analytical test results which are below detection levels should be reported on the DMR using a less than “<” symbol plus the laboratory’s numeric limit of detection for that parameter (e.g., “<5 mg/l”).  Do not enter zero.
7) If the DMR is submitted a second time for the same reporting period, check the “Revised” box and indicate the revised data with a highlighter or use of a red pen.  

8) Your permit requires you maintain (signed) copies of your DMRs and supporting documentation at the facility for a minimum of 3 years. Chances are your inspector will ask to see your DMRs/MROs/MMRs and supporting laboratory bench sheets at your next inspection.

9) Be sure to send your reports to the correct address – Indiana Dept. of Environmental Management, Office of Water Quality, Mail Code 65-42, 100 North Senate Avenue, Indianapolis, IN 46204-2251.  

Monthly Reports of Operation & Monthly Monitoring Reports are located at: www.idem.IN.gov/5157.htm#owq_wastewater 
Please use (print or download) the most recent copy of the applicable State form to submit with the DMR form for your facility. Direct any questions about these forms to Don Daily at (317) 234-2579, toll free in Indiana at (800) 451-6027, extension 42579, or by e-mail at ddaily@idem.IN.gov.

Next Wastewater Operator Exams – Application Deadlines and Exam Dates

· October 6, 2011; application postmarked by August 22, 2011

· April 26, 2012; application postmarked by March 12, 2012

· To apply and prepare, visit www.idem.IN.gov/5088.htm.

Free Confidential Compliance and Technical Assistance Available

The Compliance and Technical Assistance Program (CTAP) is a non-regulatory program within IDEM, which offers free, confidential assistance to the regulated community. CTAP is bound by Indiana law IC 13-28-3-4 to keep business specific information confidential from the public and regulatory divisions of IDEM. For more information, to obtain compliance or regulatory assistance, or to request a confidential on-site visit, call CTAP at (800) 988-7901 or visit www.idem.IN.gov/4108.htm.
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