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At the end of each day a layer
of soil or alternative materials,
like shredded tires or tarps, is
spread over the waste. The

\/

In a large landfill, " most“waste
decomposes without oxygen
(anaerobic), producing gases
like methane and carbon diox-
ide. Pipes are placed through-
out the landfill to vent the meth-
ane to the surface where it can
be collected and used as fuel to
generate electricity.

Soil Liner

The bottom layer above the natural
earth is made of at least two feet
of clay soail.

Liner (geomembrane)

This is a strong, flexible, thick plas-
tic. The liner protects ground water .

and the environment. It helps keep PrOteCtlve Cover
waste and contaminated water (geotextile)

(leachate) in the landfill.

The protective cover includes
geotextile (tough fabric) and

Gl’ave| Blan ket 18 inches of soil. This layer of

soil and fabric protects the liner

and LeaChate (Leech ate) b from being damaged by the
o y waste or landfill equipment.
Pipes

As rain and liquids filter through a : WaSte

landfill, they remove contaminants '

from the waste, producing a liquid 2l e N ] \ S » ro@Pby Waste from a landfill can be
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it. The leachate collects in these age Y P

pipes and is pumped out of the :

landfill and sent to be treated

(cleaned). CIOSing a Landfill

When an area of the landfill is completely full, it is covered with more layers of up to five feet of clay, plastic and soil.
D The final landfill cover helps keep rainwater out of the waste and reduces the amount of leachate that forms.

Household
Hazardous

In 500 B.C., } : : - - . - Woaste 2.0%

Food Waste
7.0%

‘. “ % i Plastic o
) \ I ° (o]
3 3 : it g 9.0% Other [15.0%

> ™~ o ' Chart represents the national average of waste found in
b ; ¥ 1 a landfill; percentages of waste provided by the U.S.
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