2010 Draft 303(&)_ List aired Waters; Consolldated Assessment and Listing Methodology
janﬁt Pitsmaﬂ~rj‘;‘ R i\ zi‘ B . ; .? .

Office of Legal Counsel,MC 65-46 = - - RECEIVED
Indiana Department of Eqvironiantal Management . - -, \ "
100 North Senate Avenye?' s » X5 o . 7 FEB 26 2010
!nd'la,napgl;g_,' ;qgléné':'dg;gg4L%g§; IR T DEPRATMENT OF
R Late . Cs L ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
uﬁ'?ns(d) of impalred Waters in Indiana  ©FF/CE OF LAND QUALITY

Rules Development Bra

=

TR T R R
Re: Comments onizo;q;ngg
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Ex;g_ssfnutruegts In lawn fertilizers cause rivers, ponds, and lakes in Indiana to

eutrophléaté.-:Rés’.j:itlng?’ai]gag overgrowth creates unsustalnable iving conditlons for native

- specigs, ﬂggr_gg;gkﬁl ,lﬁ;_,lgjdclvgtﬁs_l‘ty:f_teduces ecosystem vgl‘l.l_’e',ra\nd thraatens human health. Plants
need phosphorus for growth:and énergy storage, but they only require small amounts.
Phosphorus should be onsidered as a major contributor and threat to local habitats and
water quality, as evident In the White River and Sugar Creek this past year." People often

apply phospher senrigheg fg;t!fi'ze‘rs to thelr lawns without reallzing most solls do not require
supplemental phosphorus for healthy plant growth. In addressing this Issue, an emphasls on
using phosphorls.free fertiiizérivould be most effective:: Excess'phosphotus in the soil often

runs'offInto'waterways, facllltating eutrophicatlon and lts subsequent ecological problems. The

use--o_f*-hgiosplf{tii*ggi;i}lggn;pﬁiériil_l,;ers should be made lllegal across Indlana except in cases
Where a soll fostindjcatesa Bhospharus deflclency. ~ -
-+~ '{-The'Indlana'Wildlif Federation has begun & statewlde education and advocacy
campaign té Ilmit?,b‘ﬁlqéiiél@flg%ﬁ?of phosphorus In lawn fertilizers: Strategles include

B e ;‘5.. .

strengthening ou fbbmmhn'_ _‘t?{ﬁ capacity to include a wgps_ite; monthly e-newsletter,
brochiives); E&ﬁ&%ﬁ%‘ﬁ“& 1da _qﬁl"‘_d'gaé‘l:'é quéra?Fé‘ bﬁé"s’“&‘bﬁ*ﬁﬂfﬁ‘éﬁt"to particlpation. A

phospl]orgﬁfjr;qe?oaIltloﬁ‘gﬁygl’?dng conservation groups, lake assoclations, watershed groups,
and q‘r‘llg‘erz_éﬂtf\lgsrw;?gglgegﬁyarshess on this critical water quality issue among local
communitiesanabuisinessass ih.addition to this awareness, the establishment of accurate
‘TMDLs will sransiate ints suppot for Ieglslative actlon ag seqft with other states, stich as New.
dersey’ and Flo Eﬁ!ﬁmmﬁmw strict nutrient criterla ag previously instructed by Us
EPA for Wate Quallivisamnling, phasphorus restrictions. will need to be Implemented, an

tant % hsepseringdecalnabitats and Improving Indlana’s water quality. Along with
, é. knowlsdesd waterauallty inenftoring system needs to be
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 Current research fron

and M,orse]ie“seﬁb!is’ekée‘ég the thrashold of 100,000cells/mL of cyanobacteria, as established

%l-_lifill_'(.‘enter for Earth & Envlrohm'enta! Science Indicates Geist
by the World ng’lﬁh"erag':lziiién,p:he'a- high health risk. Eagle Creek Reservoir has fallen
slightly béqu‘-jgh!;f Vle,yg{.%afggﬁ a summer at a high risk level. Cyanobacteria thrive during
eutrophication gnd produce microcystin, toxins that contribute to unsustainable living
condltions, Erpm;uf;;%gm,pllng;;_s;]riqiiaqa_ lakes, CEES found 53% to contain cyanobacteria and the
majority tested positive for micracystin,* Therefore, the problems associated with excess
nutrients from non-point (including fertllizers) and point sources are evident from current
research In local' ecosystems.’ + 52 L e
. Indiana has fallen behing several states including Wisconsin, Minnesota, Maine, and
Michigan that have active laws restricting phosphorus. .With a strong coalition and
establls’hm_eng;q_ffng;r]_qng';“rggerlé for water quality monltoring, Indlana Wildlife Federation has
tremendous’ p;&e’ntl‘aé_l, to ﬂ;;e_\fglq;ga phosphorus-free policy that supports quality habitats and
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