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IDEM’s Voluntary Idling Program adds Washington participant

 (Washington) – Representatives from the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) met with Air Liquide officials this morning to celebrate the company’s new membership in IDEM’s Voluntary Idling Program (VIP).

“VIP offers companies that manage large automotive fleets a way to cut costs while improving air quality,” said Thomas Easterly, IDEM commissioner.  “By reducing diesel emissions, the employees are setting an example for Hoosier businesses. Air Liquide is addressing a problem and doing its part to help.”

In Indiana and across the country, pollution from diesel engines is a growing concern. Numerous scientific studies have shown that exposure to the pollution from diesel exhaust increases the risk for several serious health problems, including respiratory illness and cancer. VIP is designed to encourage companies to go above and beyond federal and state requirements by making a voluntary commitment to reduce or eliminate unnecessary vehicle idling. 
“Part of Air Liquide’s guiding principal is to operate our facilities in ways so products can be manufactured and transported safely, securely and in an environmentally sound manner,” said Bill Haywood, Air Liquide facilities manager. “We are proud to be a participant in IDEM’s Voluntary Idling Program and look forward to sharing ideas from other members that will benefit the environment and also be economically attractive.”
Reducing harmful tailpipe emissions also improves air quality and helps the State of Indiana attain and maintain compliance with federal health-based air quality standards. Diesel exhaust contains several pollutants that contribute to the formation of ground​-level ozone, fine particles and acid rain, which are harmful to public health. One of the best ways to reduce exposure from these pollutants is to turn off the engine when it is not in use.

Signing up to become a VIP partner is free. VIP partners are encouraged to invest in employee training and informational support materials to better educate their staff about techniques to reduce or eliminate unnecessary idling.

For more information about Indiana’s Voluntary Idling Program, visit www.in.gov/idem/4128.htm.
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