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IDEM’s Voluntary Idling Program adds three Washington participants

(Petersburg)  - Three Washington trucking companies have partnered with the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM), and representatives met today with IDEM officials to celebrate the occasion.

Davis Trucking, QuestLiner and J.T. Express, Inc. have agreed to implement a “no ​idling” program for trucks as part of the state’s Voluntary Idling Program (VIP) which is aimed at improving air quality throughout the state.

“This program offers trucking companies a way to cut costs while improving air quality,” said Troy Woodruff, director of IDEM’s Southwestern Regional Office.  “By reducing diesel emissions, the employees at all three of the companies are setting an example for Hoosier businesses. They are addressing a problem that affects their community and are doing their best to help.”

VIP is one of several diesel related programs implemented throughout the state, including: a voluntary no ​idling program for school buses; diesel retrofitting projects; and, truck stop electrification in Northwest Indiana.

In Indiana and across the country, pollution from diesel engines is a growing concern. Numerous scientific studies have shown that exposure to the pollution from diesel exhaust increases the risk for several serious health problems, including respiratory illness and cancer. VIP is designed to encourage companies to go above and beyond federal and state requirements by making a voluntary commitment to reduce or eliminate unnecessary vehicle idling. This program can help companies “green” their image, save money and fuel, and reduce wear and tear on their vehicles. 

Reducing harmful tailpipe emissions also improves air quality and helps the State of Indiana attain and maintain compliance with federal health-based air quality standards. Diesel exhaust contains several pollutants that contribute to the formation of ground​-level ozone, fine particles and acid rain. These substances are harmful to public health, and exhaust can be especially harmful to sensitive populations, such as children, the elderly and those with respiratory or pulmonary conditions.  One of the best ways to reduce exposure from these pollutants is to turn off the engine when it is not in use

Signing up to become a VIP partner is free. VIP partners are encouraged to invest in employee training and support materials to better educate their staff about techniques to reduce or eliminate unnecessary idling.

For more information about Indiana’s reduced idling campaign, visit http://www.in.gov/idem/4128.htm.

About  IDEM
IDEM (www.IN.gov/idem) implements federal and state regulations regarding the environment. Through compliance assistance, incentive programs and educational outreach, the agency encourages and aids businesses and citizens in protecting Hoosiers and our environment. 
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