November 29, 2011

News Release 
Indianapolis, IN – In recognition of Super Bowl XLVI in Indianapolis, WGU Indiana, the state’s nonprofit, online university for those finishing a bachelor’s degree or pursuing a master’s degree, has teamed with the NFL Emerging Business Program to offer ten “Super Scholarships” to NFL Emerging Business Program participants. The Emerging Business scholarships will be for those pursuing college degrees. 

In addition to the “Super Scholarships,” WGU Indiana is waiving the $65 application fee for each employee of a company participating in the Emerging Business Program. 

“We are pleased to be working with WGU Indiana on this unique opportunity,” said Tisha Ford, Director, Events Business Development. “The Emerging Business Program encourages business development through educational workshops, promoting the value of certification, and networking. The Emerging Business scholarship program represents a common goal between the NFL, the Indianapolis Super Bowl Host Committee and WGU Indiana as we prepare to leave a lasting legacy beyond Super Bowl XLVI."

The goal of the NFL Emerging Business Program is to increase Super Bowl procurement opportunities for local minority and women-owned enterprises and/or to support business growth for future success. In order to achieve its goal, the program prepares participants for Super Bowl business consideration and exposes them to local and national business leaders and business development resources.

“WGU Indiana, the NFL and the Indianapolis Super Bowl Host Committee all believe that small, minority and women-owned businesses are the backbone of our local communities,” WGU Indiana Chancellor Allison Barber said. “Our average student is 36 years old and works full time. Our online, accredited model will allow these participants to go further in their education while giving our university a chance to do our part to contribute to their legacy.”

WGU Indiana offers affordable access to quality higher education for working adults in the state. Potential students can choose from over 50 accredited online bachelor's and master's degree programs. Its flexible, online model allows a student to balance work, family and academics, while also providing a personalized mentor to help guide a student through the program. WGU Indiana is affordable, with a flat-rate tuition that has not increased in three years.

Interested students can visit www.indiana.wgu.edu/eb or call 1-877-214-7014 for more information.

For more on the NFL Emerging Business program, visit www.indianapolissuperbowl.com/emerging-business/.


About WGU Indiana
WGU Indiana has been established by the State of Indiana as a nonprofit, online, competency-based university to expand access to higher education for Indiana residents. Formed through a partnership with Western Governors University, WGU Indiana is open to all qualified Indiana residents. The university offers 50 undergraduate and graduate degree programs in Business, Education, Information Technology, and Healthcare Professions, including Nursing. 

Degrees are granted under the accreditation of Western Governors University, which is regionally accredited through the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU) and nationally accredited through the Distance Education and Training Commission (DETC). Teachers College programs are accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE), and Nursing programs are accredited by the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE).

WGU Indiana is an approved education provider for Indiana state grants and scholarships offered through the State Student Assistance Commission of Indiana (SSACI). In addition, the university has partnered with Ivy Tech to offer graduates who have completed their associate degrees a seamless transfer to complete their bachelor’s degrees at WGU Indiana, including application fee waivers and tuition discounts.

About the 2012 Indianapolis Super Bowl Host Committee
The purpose of the 2012 Indianapolis Super Bowl Host Committee, as defined by the NFL, is to centralize the planning and execution of the 2012 Super Bowl through one entity to ensure coordination of all efforts and community resources. The Host Committee serves as an extension to the National Football League in the local community, as the city's ambassador to incoming Super Bowl fans, guests, and corporations, and as a manager of local resources such as city services, event venues, accommodations, and thousands of volunteers. 

 Source: 2012 Indianapolis Super Bowl Host Committee

