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LEGAL NOTICE OF I-65 ADDED TRAVEL LANES
TRANSPORTATION CONFORMITY REQUIREMENTS

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) is preparing a Categorical Exclusion regarding the proposed I-65 Added Travel Lanes project in Johnson County and Marion County, Indiana. The project proposes to add a third lane in each direction to the existing interstate between SR44 and Main Street in Johnson County and auxiliary lanes between the interchanges at Main Street and Southport Road in Johnson and Marion counties.  
On March 10, 2006, EPA published a final rule establishing transportation conformity requirements for analyzing the local particulate matter (PM) air quality impacts of transportation projects (71FR 12468).  An interagency consultation process plays an important role in identifying whether a project requires a quantitative PM hot-spot analysis.  A hotspot analysis is defined in 40 CFR 93.101 as an estimation of likely future localized pollutant concentrations and a comparison of those concentrations to the relevant National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). A hot-spot analysis assesses the air quality impacts on a scale smaller than an entire nonattainment or maintenance area.

The proposed project is located in Marion County and Johnson County, both of which have been designated as being in nonattainment for the 1997 annual fine particulate (PM2.5) NAAQS.  An Interagency Consultation Group (ICG) consisting of US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), INDOT, Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM), and the Indianapolis Metropolitan Planning Organization was convened according to 40 CFR 93.123(b)(1) and EPA’s “Transportation Conformity Guidance for Quantitative Hot-spot Analyses in PM2.5 and PM10 Nonattainment and Maintenance Areas” (EPA-420-B-13-053).  While the ICG did not formally categorize the project as a project of local air quality concern, it was decided to proceed with a quantitative PM2.5 hot spot analysis.  The results are published in a Technical Report entitled, “PM2.5 Quantitative Hot-spot Analysis: I-65, SR 44 to Southport Road”.  The report is available for review at the following locations:

· INDOT Seymour and Greenfield District web pages at: http://www.in.gov/indot/2706.htm and http://www.in.gov/indot/2704.htm respectively  

· INDOT Seymour District Office at 185 Agrico Lane, Seymour, IN; 1-877-305-7611

· INDOT Greenfield District Office at 32 South Broadway, Greenfield, IN; 1-855-463-6848

· Greenwood Public Library, 310 S Meridian St., Greenwood, IN

The analysis demonstrates transportation conformity for the project by determining that future design value concentrations for the 2017 analysis year will be lower than the 1997 annual PM2.5 NAAQS of 15.0 µg/m³. As a result, the project does not create a violation of the 1997 annual PM2.5 NAAQS, worsen an existing violation of the NAAQS, or delay timely attainment of the NAAQS and interim milestones, which meets 40 CRF 93.116 and 93.123 and supports the project level conformity determination.
INDOT is accepting public comment on this determination.  Please reply no later than Friday, July 18, 2014 to Mary Jo Hamman, 3925 River Crossing Parkway, Suite 150, Indianapolis, IN  46240, (317) 663-8190 mhamman@mbakerintl.com. 
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