Date of First Publication: June 17, 2020
Legal Notice of Planned Improvement - SR 65 over Branch of Hardin Creek - Des. 1700166
The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) intend to proceed with a bridge rehabilitation project (Des. 1700166) for the bridge carrying SR 65 over a Branch of Hardin Creek in Pike County, Indiana. 
The need for this project is due to the deteriorated condition of the existing structure (Bridge No. 065-63-06288 B; NBI No. 023290) carrying SR 65 over Branch of Hardin Creek. The existing structure is a single-span, prestressed concrete box beam bridge measuring 36 feet long and 30.5 feet wide. The existing superstructure and substructure exhibit moderate structural deterioration. A beam in the superstructure has two holes through the bottom exposing the interior of the beam. In addition, minor timber deterioration has occurred in the substructure at the northwest corner. The approximate existing right-of-way is 20 feet north and 20 feet south of the centerline throughout the project area. The bridge has no historic significance and is not on or eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places.
The replacement structure will be a single-span, reinforced concrete box culvert. The new bridge span will be 22 feet long with an out-to-out width of 39 feet. Limits of full depth pavement replacement as well as surface milling and resurfacing of paved approaches will be approximately 73 feet east and 86 feet west from the existing structure. This will be completed in order to transition the proposed structure to the existing profile grade. Regrading of the ditches and shoulder widening will be completed north and south of SR 65 to accommodate the proposed guardrail. This is a project of independent utility and no related projects can be identified which would be affected by the replacement of this small structure. The project termini are approximately 170 feet east and 160 feet west from the center of the existing bridge. These termini are considered logical because they provide an adequate distance to complete the bridge replacement and associated work. 
It is anticipated that the proposed project will require acquisition of approximately 0.57 acre of new permanent right-of-way. No displacements are associated with this project. Approximately 0.03 acre of wetlands will be impacted by the project for construction access. The estimated cost for the design, right-of-way acquisition, and construction is approximately $760,000. The maintenance of traffic (MOT) for the project will require the closure of SR 65 with a detour. A state route detour utilizing SR 56, US 41, and SR 64 will be in place. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the INDOT have agreed this project falls within the guidelines of a Categorical Exclusion (CE) 2.
All interested parties are hereby notified of the availability of the environmental document for inspection and the preliminary design plans for viewing at the following website https://www.in.gov/indot/2707.htm. Persons with limited internet access may request project information be mailed. Please contact Kate Williams, HNTB Corporation, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204, 317-917-5332 or klwilliams@HNTB.com. 
In accordance with the “Americans with Disabilities Act”, if you have a disability for which INDOT needs to provide accessibility to the above documents such as interpreters or readers, please contact Kate Williams, HNTB Corporation, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204, 317-917-5332 or klwilliams@HNTB.com.
[bookmark: _GoBack]All interested persons may request a public hearing, or express their concerns, by submitting comments to the attention of Kate Williams, HNTB Corporation, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204, 317-917-5332 or klwilliams@HNTB.com OR Troy Arnold, INDOT, 3650 S US Highway 41, Vincennes, IN 47591, 812-895-7348 or tarnold1@indot.in.gov on or before July 3, 2020. If a hearing is determined to be in the best interest of the public, additional notification will be prepared and the public notified. Otherwise, any comments or materials received will be considered in the decision-making process.
This notice is published in compliance with: 1) Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23, Section 771 (CFR 771.111(h)(1) states: “Each State must have procedures approved by the FHWA to carry out a public involvement/public hearing program.” 2) 23 CFR 450.210(a)(1)(ix) stating:  “Provide for the periodic review of the effectiveness of the public involvement process to ensure that the process provide full and open access to all interested parties and revise the process, as appropriate.”; and 3) The INDOT Public Involvement Policies and Procedures approved by the FHWA on August 16, 2012.
