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2014 DQC Data for Action Survey 
Glossary of Terms 

 

Adult Basic Education (ABE): The ABE program provides instruction designed for an adult who has 
minimal competence in reading, writing, and computation; is not sufficiently competent to meet the 
educational requirements of adult life in the United States; or is not sufficiently competent to speak, read, 
or write the English language to allow employment commensurate with the adult's real ability. 
 
Aggregate-level data: Group statistics (numbers, percentages, averages, etc.) based on individual student 
data. 
 
Blended learning: A combination of face-to-face learning experiences and online learning platforms, 
content, and tools for personalizing instruction. 
 
Bring your own technology program (BYOT): BYOT programs allow students to bring their own 
technology or devices to school to use within learning experiences. In some instances, the school suggests 
a particular type or types of technology; while in some programs, students can bring a wide range of 
devices to schools.  
 
Career and technical education (CTE): Organized educational activities that offer a sequence of 
courses that provides individuals with the academic and technical knowledge and skills the individuals 
need to prepare for further education and for careers in current or emerging employment sectors. CTE 
includes competency-based applied learning that contributes to student’s academic knowledge, higher-
order reasoning and problem-solving skills, work attitudes, general employability skills, technical skills, 
and occupation-specific skills. 
 
Centralized SLDS: All participating source systems copy their data to a single, centrally-located data 
repository where they are organized, integrated, and stored. 
 
College and career readiness reports: Reports designed to identify students who are on track for 
readiness or success in college or careers. 
 
Common Education Data Standards (CEDS): A specified set of the most commonly used education 
data elements to support the effective exchange of data within and across states, as students transition 
between educational sectors and levels, and for federal reporting. 
 
Community-based organization (CBO): An organization, public or private nonprofit (including a 
religious entity) that is representative of a community or a significant segment of a community, and is 
engaged in meeting human, educational, environmental, or public safety community needs. 
 
Competency-based education system: A system of education, often referred to as proficiency or 
mastery-based, in which students advance and move ahead on their lessons based on demonstration of 
mastery. In order for students to progress at a meaningful pace, schools and teachers provide 
differentiated instruction and support. 
 
Completion status: When used in connection with course completion data, refers to whether the student 
passed, failed and/or received credit.   
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Course data: Data on courses taken and/or completed by students.  
 
Cross-agency data governance: The system of rules, procedures and decisionmaking established for 
data sharing, access, use and privacy across agencies. 
 
Data system: A software interface used to connect and manage data stored in multiple databases, 
allowing for data to be entered, maintained, searched and manipulated in a structured way. 
 
Data warehouse: Structured to maintain large amounts of related, historical data for analysis and 
reporting. A data warehouse provides for easy reconstruction of "snapshots" of historical data, as well as 
the ability to link such snapshots over time using certain criteria. 
 
Diagnostic reports: Information on individual students designed to identify each student’s strengths and 
academic needs. 
 
Early Childhood Special Education (IDEA Part B 619): Serves children ages 3–5. Provides special 
services to children diagnosed with developmental delays and disabilities who are eligible under the 
Individual with Disabilities Education Act. 
 
Early Intervention (IDEA Part C): Serves children ages birth–3. Provides special services to children 
diagnosed with developmental delays and disabilities who are eligible under the Individual with 
Disabilities Education Act. 
 
Early warning indicator system report: Designed to identify students who are most likely to be at risk 
of academic failure or dropping out of school.  
 
Federated SLDS: Individual source systems maintain control over their own data, but agree to share 
some or all of this information to other participating systems upon request. 
 
Feedback report: Information on outcomes for students after they graduate from a school or district. 
 
Geocoding: The process of finding associated geographic coordinates (often expressed as latitude and 
longitude) from other geographic data, such as street addresses or ZIP codes. 
 
Growth reports: Shows changes in the achievement of the same students over time. Descriptive growth 
reports show individual student growth over time; reports on growth to standards show if student growth 
is sufficient to meet or exceed standards and academic expectations; comparison growth reports compare 
the growth of one student to the growth of a cohort of similar students in the school or district. 
 
Head Start/Early Head Start: Early Head Start serves children age birth–age 3; Head Start serves 
children ages 3–5. Both Federal programs provide comprehensive services to children and their families, 
including access to health services and parenting information, as well as high-quality care and education. 
 
Interventions: Strategies, procedures, or programs that are intended to prevent specific events from 
occurring (such as dropout) or provide assistance to students in need (such as to children with special 
needs).  
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K–12 data repository: A location where K–12 data from multiple sectors/agencies could be merged, 
whether or not the data are permanently stored there. 
 
Longitudinal data: Data points connected over time. 
 
Match: Matching records on the same student from two or more different databases.  
 
Match rate: The percent of unique individual records that are matched between two databases. 
 
Military-connected: Students whose parent(s) currently serve in any component of the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marines, or Coast Guard. This includes the children of any uniformed personnel serving with the 
National Guard, in any of the Reserve United States forces, or on Active Duty. 
 
One-to-one program (1:1): 1:1 programs include learning environments in which the ratio of students to 
an Internet accessible device is 1:1. The device or technology may be laptops, tablets, or handheld 
devices; and some programs utilize smart phones. Whether or not students have the opportunity to bring 
the devices home with them varies by program. 
 
Online course: Any course in which the majority of coursework can be done via the internet. Online 
courses generally do not have prescribed class meetings, with the exception of proctored exams, when 
required. 
 
P–20W statewide longitudinal data system: A data system where policies and standards are aligned to 
link student data for specified purposes across the education continuum, from early childhood through K–
12, postsecondary and the workforce. 
 
Personalized learning: Tailoring learning for each student’s strengths, needs and interests — including 
enabling student voice and choice in what, how, when and where they learn — to provide flexibility and 
supports to ensure mastery of the highest standards possible. 
 
Policy: A deliberate mandate or guide to achieve rational outcomes; a plan of action adopted or pursued 
by an individual, government, party, business, etc. 
 
Portal: A web-based site that serves as a single point of access to information online by offering a 
collection of links to a diverse range of resources on a single topic. A portal can also offer tiered access, 
offering each user varying levels of access to specific data, reports, etc. based on their individual roles.   
 
Predictive report: Shows how students’ success later in the P–20/workforce pipeline is related to the 
status of the same students earlier in the pipeline. 
 
Prekindergarten: Serves children ages 3–5. A program funded and regulated by the state or school 
district that provides a classroom-based early education experience to children one or two years before 
kindergarten entry, primarily in schools or centers. State and local funding is typically distinct from child 
care subsidies, although they can be combined to support the same pre-k program. 
 
Private for-profit institution: A private institution in which the individual(s) or agency in control 
receives compensation other than wages, rent, or other expenses for the assumption of risk. 
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Private not-for profit institution: A private institution in which the individual(s) or agency in control 
receives no compensation, other than wages, rent, or other expenses for the assumption of risk. These 
include both independent not-for-profit schools and those affiliated with a religious organization. 
 
Program: Planned services that are meant to aid in student learning and/or student achievement. 
 
Public institution: An educational institution whose programs and activities are operated by publicly 
elected or appointed school officials and which is supported primarily by public funds. 
 
Role-based access: Individuals are given access only to the information for which their job or role 
entitles them to access. For example, teachers are entitled to access records on their own students, but 
privacy-based access rules prevent ineligible individuals from seeing individual student records. 
 
Role-based training: Training on how to access a data site that is based on an individual’s job or role. 
 
Snapshot data: Information on a student or group of students at a moment in time. Data collected at 
different points in time are snapshots if the individual student records cannot be easily linked. 
 
State: State as defined by the DQC survey is an entity(ies) of policymakers who have direct authority 
over providing education. This could include the state legislature, governor, state board of education, SEA, 
higher education authority, or other policy making bodies. 
 
State education agency (SEA) data governance: The body responsible for the oversight of the data 
system development, change management, use, access, and privacy between the state education agency 
programs.  
 
Statewide longitudinal data system (SLDS): A data system that collects and maintains detailed, high 
quality, student- and staff-level data that are linked across entities over time, providing a complete 
academic and performance history for each student; and makes these data accessible through reporting 
and analysis tools. 
 
Student-level data: Data points on individual students. 
 
Subsidized child care: Child care serves children ages birth–age 13 and provides non-parental care for 
children in either centers or home-based settings. Child care programs operate in a wide variety of 
settings and vary widely in the programs and services they offer to the children and the educational 
requirements of the staff. Subsidized child care includes children that receive public subsidies. 
 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP): A federal program that provides nutrition 
assistance to eligible, low-income individuals and families. 
 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF): A federal program that provides assistance and 
work opportunities to needy families by granting states, territories, and tribes the federal funds and wide 
flexibility to develop and implement their own welfare programs. 
 
Teacher attendance: A record of when teachers are physically in class, ideally counting the number of 
days and periods of instruction by a particular teacher that their students received. 
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Teacher of record: The teacher determined to be primarily responsible for a distinct proportion of a 
student’s learning in a specific subject, course or overall. 
 
Teacher-student data link: The ability to link individual student data (demographics, attendance, test 
scores, etc.) to teachers, including linking student outcomes with data on the teacher of record at the state 
level. 
 
Train-the-trainer: A training model in which individuals receive intensive training and subsequently 
disseminate the gained knowledge with their home organizations by conducting their own training. 
 
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC): A program that provides federal grants to states for 
supplemental foods, health care referrals, and nutrition education for low-income pregnant, breastfeeding, 
and non-breastfeeding postpartum women, and to infants and children up to age five who are found to be 
at nutritional risk. 
 
Workforce Investment Act (WIA): Legislation to consolidate, coordinate, and improve employment, 
training, literacy, and vocational rehabilitation programs in the United States. It provides the framework 
for a national workforce preparation and employment system designed to meet both the needs of the 
nation’s businesses and the needs of job seekers and those who want to further their careers. 
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