
In 2012, the Indiana Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) 
survey included cancer screening questions in the core portion of the    
questionnaire.  The BRFSS is an annual random-digit telephone survey of 
adults ages 18 years and older to obtain information on health behaviors 
and risk factors.  The BRFSS is funded through a cooperative agreement 
with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  This fact sheet 
provides information regarding mammography early detection screenings. 
 
OVERVIEW OF BREAST CANCER  

♦ Excluding skin cancer, breast cancer is the leading site of cancer inci-
dence and the second leading cause of cancer deaths among women. 

♦ In 2011, 4,356 Indiana women were diagnosed with breast cancer 
(3,946 white and 344 black). 

♦ In 2010, Indiana’s age-adjusted breast cancer mortality rate per 100,000 
for females was significantly lower than that of the United State (22.7 vs. 
26.1, respectively).   

♦ In 2011, the age-adjusted mortality rate per 100,000 females was             
significantly higher for black women (34.4) than white women (21.1).   

 
BREAST CANCER SCREENINGS 

♦ The goal of mammograms is to find cancers at the earliest possible 
stage, which usually leads to more effective treatment.  In some         
instances,  mammograms can lead to follow-up procedures, such as a 
biopsy, to help determine whether or not a finding is cancerous.      
Mammograms are not 100 percent accurate-in rare cases they can miss 
some cancers; however, mammograms are a very effective tool for    
decreasing breast cancer related deaths. 

♦ Overall, 94.7% of women ages 50 years and older reported they had at 
least one mammogram during their lifetime.  While not statistically      
significant, the percent increased with increasing age, with 93.2% for 
women ages 50-59 years to 96.1% for those ages 70-79 years.  The 
percent also increased with increasing income level (57.9% for those 
with a household income of less than $15,000 to 69.0% for those with a 
household income of $75,000 or more).  There were no differences 
among education levels. 
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Women ages 50 years and older with health care coverage were more 

likely than those without coverage to have had a mammogram in the past 

year (72.1% vs. 43.5%, respectively).  In addition, women ages 50 years 

and older who had someone they thought of as their personal doctor or 

health care provider were more likely than those without to have had a 

mammogram in the past two years (72.9% vs. 29.4%, respectively). 

The Indiana Breast and Cervical Cancer Program (BCCP) is the Hoosier 

implementation of the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early         

Detection Program. The BCCP provides access to breast and cervical 

cancer screenings, diagnostic testing and treatment for underserved and 

underinsured  women who quality for services. Visit 

http://www.in.gov/isdh/24967.htm for more information and eligibility         

requirements. 

 

WOMEN RECEIVING MAMMOGRAMS 
    
The United States Preventive Services Task Force recommends   
screening mammograms for women ages 50-74 every two years. The 
percentage of age-eligible women who have had a mammogram within 
the past two years increased with increasing household income levels 
(see graph below).  
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