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Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding: Eastside Vinyl 
UPPAC Database Record ID: 3174 

 
Investigator: Howard Friend 

Telephone: (317) 650-9105 

Report Date: 8/6/12 

 
The Parties 

Excavator: Eastside Vinyl 

Contact: Galen Miller 

Address (City, State): PO Box 641, Topeka, IN 46571 

Telephone: (260) 593-2222 

 

Facility Owner Information:  

Business Name: NIPSCO 

Contact: Luke Selking 

Address (City, State): 1501 Hale Avenue, Fort Wayne, IN 46802 

Telephone:  (260) 439-1290 

 

Utility Line Impact: 
Damage Date: 6/12/12 

Damage Address: 1208 Union St. 

City: Ligonier 

County: Noble 
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Pipeline Facility 
      Product Type: Natural Gas 

      Facility Type/Function: Service 

      Facility size: Unknown 

Service Interruption: Yes 

Number of Customers One 

Repair Cost (if known): Unknown 
 
Excavator Activities/Cause of damage information: 

Type of Equipment: Auger 

Type of work performed: Fence 

Product release: Yes 

Ignition: No 

Excavator notify 811: Yes  
 
Locate Information: 

Excavator request locates: Yes  

Indiana 811 ticket Number: 1206051313 
 
Incident Impact Information: 

Injuries: None 

Fatalities: None 
 
Synopsis:  A natural gas service was damaged during excavation to install a fence. 
 
Findings: The excavator reported to be hand digging in hard dry soil and damaged the 
line. The excavator reported the line was damaged with an auger. With valid locates and 
accurate locate marks the excavator should not have been trying to install a fence post on 
top of the gas line.  
 
Conclusion: There was a failure to plan the excavation to avoid damage or interference 
with underground facilities. 
 
Violation: IC 8-1-26-20(b): Failure to plan excavation to avoid damage or interference with 
underground facilities. 
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DAMAGE INFORMATION REPORT – PIPELINE SAFETY DIVISION
State Form 54122 (R2 / 7-11)  
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Jul 9, 2012

Carrie Ludwig (NIPSCo)

3511 East 15th Ave

Gary, IN 46403

219 962 0422

219 962 0404

cludwig@nisource.com

East Side Vinyl

PO Box 641

Topeka, IN 46571

260 593 2222

260 593 2225

Contractor

Auger

Fencing
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Jun 12, 2012

Noble

Ligonier

1208 Union St Lot 3 Ligonier IN

Townline Rd

Private - Land Owner

Yes

No

No

0

Yes

1

1

0

0

Natural Gas

Service/Drop

20

Yes

1206051313
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Yes

Contract Locator

USIC

Yes

Yes

Paint and Flags

No

Unknown/Other

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Unknown/Other

--Failure to use hand tools where required

Damage ticket #: 1206121101

Nipsco emergency repair ticket #: 1206112740

Excavator reported this damage to IN811 in Spreadsheet CF. MAO 7/10/2012.



From: Galen Miller
To: Boyd, William
Subject: Case # 3174
Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 4:15:33 PM

Bill Boyd,

Responding to case # 3174 

We were hand digging a hole for fencing in dry hard stoney ground when we hit the
gas line going to the homeowners house.

Galen Miller
Eastside Vinyl
110 S Babcock st
Topeka, IN 46571

mailto:sales@eastsidevinyl.com
mailto:WBoyd@urc.IN.gov
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