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Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding: Michael Hernandez 
UPPAC Database Record ID: 3224 

 
Investigator: Howard Friend 

Telephone: (317) 650-9105 

Report Date: 8/3/12 

 
The Parties 

Excavator: Michael Hernandez 

Contact: Michael Hernandez 

Address (City, State): 5325 Webster St. Fort Wayne IN 

Telephone: 260-804-6969 

 

Facility Owner Information:  

Business Name: NIPSCO 

Contact: Luke Selking 

Address (City, State): 1501 Hale Avenue, Fort Wayne, IN 46802 

Telephone:  (260) 439-1290 

 

Utility Line Impact: 
Damage Date: 6/6/12 

Damage Address: 5325 Webster St 

City: Fort Wayne 

County: Allen 
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Pipeline Facility 
      Product Type: Natural Gas 

      Facility Type/Function: Service 

      Facility size: Unknown 

Service Interruption: Yes 

Number of Customers One 

Repair Cost (if known): Unknown 
 
Excavator Activities/Cause of damage information: 

Type of Equipment: Hand Tools 

Type of work performed: Fence 

Product release: Yes 

Ignition: No 

Excavator notify 811: No 
 
Locate Information: 

Excavator request locates: No  

Indiana 811 ticket Number: None 
 
Incident Impact Information: 

Injuries: None 

Fatalities: None 
 
Synopsis:  A natural gas service was damaged during excavation for a fence post. 
 
Findings: The excavator/homeowner failed to request locates. The damaged line was 14” 
deep therefore, the homeowner was excavating more than 12” deep and under IC 8-1-16-
16(g) is required to request locates. 
 
Conclusion: There was a failure to request underground locates. 
 
Violation: IC 8-1-26-16(g): Failure to provide notice of excavation. 
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DAMAGE INFORMATION REPORT – PIPELINE SAFETY DIVISION
State Form 54122 (R2 / 7-11)  
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Jul 2, 2012

Carrie Ludwig

3511 East 15th Ave

Gary, IN 46403

219 962 0422

219 962 0404

cludwig@nisource.com

Michael Hernadez

5325 Webster St

Fort Wayne IN

260 241 7566

Occupant

Hand Tools

Unknown/Other
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Jun 6, 2012

Allen

Fort Wayne

5325 Webster St

W Belmont St

Private - Land Owner

Yes

No

Yes

5

Yes

1

2.5

0

0

Natural Gas

Service/Drop

14

No

No locate requested
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Unknown/Other
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No
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Stakes

no locates

Unknown/Other

Unknown/Other

No

Yes

No

Yes

--No notification made to the one-call center

Nipsco emergency repair ticket #: 1206061958



From: MIKE HERNANDEZ
To: IURC PipelineDamageCase
Subject: CASE NO. 3224 INITIAL DOCUMENTS -EXCUVATOR
Date: Sunday, July 22, 2012 1:25:03 PM
Attachments: DSC02047.JPG

DSC02048.JPG
DSC02049.JPG
DSC02005.JPG
DSC02005.JPG

Im the homeowner of thae house and i just wanted to say sorry for for any inconvenience i
caused. I didnt know i needed to provide notice or white lining .
I didnt dig any hole. I bought the house 7 yrs ago and it had an old rusty gate that my wife
kept bugging my to tare out. I finally tore it out for my wife .
I decided to buy a 2x4 and make a small gate for my wife. I used the 2 pre existing holes that
was there from the steel fence pole. The 2x4 was a little bigger so i had to twist the
2x4 and squeeze it it the hole. It look funny and not level and it needed to be cemented down
. I never done that before so i asked my neighbor DANIEL ZEPEDA for help .
He said he would cement it and make sure its level for 25 bucks and my wife agreed to it. I
had to go to work the next morning. I was at work and got a call from my neighbor that he
smelled gas . He said he tried leveling the 2x4 with a hammer and yup .... the hole was right
on top of a gas line. whoever put the previous gate in dug the hole right on top of a gas line.i
guess i was the unlucky one . I dont know why the previous person put the hole right on top
of a gas line. Im very sorry but i never dug any hole and didnt know i needed marking or
provide notice when i never dug any hole but just used the prexisting hole from the steel
fence i pulled out. I had to leave work and almost lost my job . My older daughter was home
and called someone out to fix it asap . I got a bill for over 400 dallors and have to make
payment arrangments just to pay for that . Plus FIX the outer glass of my oven the fire dept
broke when they came in my house to make sure everything was ok . Still dont know why he
came in my house and tried moving the stove when it was never on and then break my oven .
I dont have any money to fix it at the momont . NOW i got this violation on top of all the
other things .... im very sorry and know better next time. Please dont fine me , I can barely
make ends meet
 260-804-6969 / HOMEOWNER MIKE HERNANDEZ

mailto:mhlatinlover@yahoo.com
mailto:pipelinedamagecase@urc.IN.gov
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