
Indiana State Data Center 

Guidebook 

2021 

������������������������������������������������

�����Ǥ������������������������������������ǡ�����
����������������Ǥ 

�����������������ǡ ���������������������� 



H i s t o r y  &  M i s s i o n  s t a t e m e n t  

The State Data Center (SDC) Program 

A local level census project that began in 1972 in Indianapolis 
under Indiana Senator Richard Lugar, the U.S. Census Bureau 
began plans for a statewide project for census data users in 
Indiana. In April of 1976, the Indiana Census User Services 
Project (ICUSP) was established as the first pilot project of 
its kind in the nation. Its purpose was to create a model for 
data user education and data dissemination inside a state 
agency – and that state agency was the Indiana State Library. 
ICUSP provided the model for the development of a national 
state data center network, established in 1978 by the Census 
Bureau. The network in Indiana was already going strong 
when it was officially adopted into the national network in 
1979-80.  

IN SDC Mission Statement 

 To improve access to, and provide technical  

 assistance in, the use of Census Bureau  

 statistical resources and other federal  

 and state statistical products, to state  

 and local governments, the business  

 community, universities and colleges,  

 and the public at large. 

 



S t a t e w i d e  N e t w o r k  

Indiana’s Data Center Affiliates and Partners function as a 
statewide network to provide local access to Census data 
and other statistics. They are the link between the federal 
(U.S. Census Bureau), state organizations, and individual 
data users. Some affiliates serve specialized audiences such 
as residents of a specific geographic area or persons 
employed in a specific industry or profession. Other serve a 
broad based clientele. 

State Data Center (SDC) networks include organizations 
such as regional and local planning agencies and public and 
university libraries, chambers of commerce, statewide 
associations of counties and cities and small business 
development centers. 

 

 

The affiliate mission is to provide localized assistance and 
services to data users. Affiliates maintain a collection of 
major Census Bureau products and access data for their 
local service area. They provide assistance in locating and 
using data, or make referrals to other organizations in the 
network. 

For a current list of Affiliates and Partners, see: 

https://www.in.gov/library/collections-and-services/isdc/
statewide-network-of-affiliates/ 

 



O p e r a t i o n a l  G u i d e l i n e s  

 

 

Purpose 

The SDC Program is a federal-state cooperative program designed to 
improve access to and facilitate use of Census Bureau data, information, 
and services for administration, decision-making, planning, and research. 

The Affiliate network is a key element in accomplishing these goals. 
Participants in the network provide a local point of contact and expertise 
for accessing and using statistical resources. Affiliates provide an 
extended network of professionals trained in the use of Census 
resources and active in areas such as information services, planning, and 
economic development.  

Affiliate locations are places where: 

 Census resources are available to the public  

 People can receive general assistance with these resources 

 Professionals can provide information about Census data and 
 other statistical resources throughout the state 

Eligible Organizations 

Affiliate organizations are those whose mission includes: 

1. Interaction with the public 

2. Use of statistical and geographic resources 

3. Comfort with providing technical assistance 

4. Willingness to refer or coordinate services with other organizations 
and libraries as needed for better decision-making, planning, and 
research. 

Current and former Affiliate organizations include: 

Libraries, local and state government agencies, local and regional planning 
agencies, chambers of commerce, public interest groups, and colleges & 
university research centers. 



E x p e c t a t i o n s  

Expectations of Affiliate Organizations 

Each organization signs a biannual Affiliate Plan with the Indiana 
State Data Center at the Indiana State Library. The agreement 
defines specific responsibilities of the SDC and the Affiliate. These 
plans are collected digitally and stored digitally and in print at the 
Indiana State Library. 

The services SDC Affiliates agree to provide by participating in the 
program include: 

1. Maintaining a publicly accessible print or online collection of 
reference and statistical publications and resources received 
from the Census Bureau and other government and non-
government sources.  

2. Including links to the Census Bureau and other Indiana Data 
Sources on your organization’s website.  

3. Providing general assistance to data users in locating and using 
Census Bureau data. 

4. Assisting data users in understanding Census Bureau 
terminology and geographic concepts. 

5. Referring data users to other network organizations as 
needed. 

6. Attending Indiana SDC workshops, webinars, and other 
trainings. 

7. Attending annual Affiliate meetings at the Indiana State 
Library. 

8. Completing the annual report for the Census Bureau on 
behalf of your organization. 

 

 

 



G e n e r a l  O u t r e a c h  

As part of the Indiana State Library, the Indiana State 
Data Center partners with the U.S. Census Bureau 
throughout the decade leading up to each decennial 
census in order to participate in public outreach 
activities aimed at connecting with stakeholders. This 
fulfills the Indiana State Data Center Mission 
Statement  
Outreach activities include (but are not limited to): 

  > Site visits to Affiliates and Partner organizations. 

  > Providing public presentations and training on site  

 or off site. 

  > Contributing to library newsletters. 

  > Email and listserv announcements. 

  > Sharing information on State Data Center social  
 media platforms (Twitter, Facebook, 
 Pinterest).  
 
Please see the Social Media Policy of the  
Indiana State Library and the Indiana Historical 
Bureau for specific social media requirements. 

 

 



O u t r e a c h  f o r  t h e   

D e c e n n i a l  C e n s u s  

The Indiana State Data Center plays an essential role in 
promoting the decennial census, the Census Bureau’s 
official once-per-decade count of the U.S. population. 
This contributes to national efforts by communicating to 
the state population the importance of an accurate and 
timely count of Indiana residents. A public outreach 
campaign is initiated by the U.S. Census Bureau in the 
year preceding the census.  

State Data Center Affiliates and Partners assist the 
Census Bureau and other state and local government 
agencies and nonprofit organizations with sharing 
information, in-person training meetings and events, 
distributing publications, creating library displays, issuing 
news releases, and announcing the census via email and 
social media. See the Census in Indiana website for 
detailed information. 

The Indiana State Data Center is invited to participate in 
statewide data collection, training, and promotional 
opportunities before, during, and after the decennial 
census including LUCA (Local Update of Census 
Addresses), statewide or local Complete Count 
Committees (CCCs), Participant Statistical Areas 
Program (PSAP), Boundary and Annexation Survey 
(BAS), trainings or events hosted by the Census Bureau’s 
Chicago Regional Census Center, Census Day events, 
Apportionment and Redistricting data releases, and 
other informational and training activities pertaining to 
data/statistics and geography/GIS in Indiana. 
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F A Q s  

Where can I find more information about the Indi-
ana State Data Center Program and how to be an 
affiliate or partner? 
 

ZZZ�LQ�JRY�OLEUDU\�FROOHFWLRQV-DQG-VHUYLFHV�LVGF� 

  

Where can I find the national SDC guidelines?  
 

KWWSV���ZZZ�FHQVXV�JRY�DERXW�SDUWQHUV�VGF�UHVRXUFHV�KWPO 

 

Where can I find an alphabetical list of statistical 
resources? 
  

6WDWLVWLFV�E\�7RSLF 

 KWWS���ZZZ�LQ�JRY�OLEUDU\������KWP 

 

How do I contact the Indiana State Data Center with 
a data request?  
  

 &DOO�XV�DW����-���-���� 

 2U�VXEPLW�DQ�$VN-$-/LEUDULDQ�GDWD�UHTXHVW�DW 

ZZZ�LQ�JRY�OLEUDU\�FROOHFWLRQV-DQG-VHUYLFHV�DVN-D-OLEUDULDQ� 

 

 

  

  

 



O n l i n e  R e s o u r c e s  

8�6��&HQVXV�%XUHDX 

ZZZ�FHQVXV�JRY 

 

&HQVXV�'DWD 

GDWD�FHQVXV�JRY 

 

,QGLDQD�6'&�3URJUDP� 

ZZZ�LQ�JRY�OLEUDU\�LVGF�KWP 

�����)DFHERRN��LQVGF 

�����7ZLWWHU���,1VGF 

�����3LQWHUHVW��LQVGF 

 

�����&HQVXV�LQ�,QGLDQD�� 

ZZZ�FHQVXV�LQGLDQD�HGX 

� 

6WDWV�,QGLDQD��
ZZZ�VWDWV�LQGLDQD�HGX 

 

,QGLDQDpV�3RSXODWLRQ� 

3URMHFWLRQV������-����� 

ZZZ�VWDWV�LQGLDQD�HGX�WRSLF�
SURMHFWLRQV�DVS 

 

+RRVLHUV�E\�WKH�1XPEHUV�� 

ZZZ�KRRVLHUGDWD�LQ�JRY� 

 

 

 

,QGLDQD�*HRJUDSKLF�,QIRU�
PDWLRQ�&RXQFLO�� 

ZZZ�LJLF�RUJ� 

 

,QGLDQD�0DS��
ZZZ�LQGLDQDPDS�RUJ� 

 

,QGLDQD�*HRJUDSKLF�,QIRU�
PDWLRQ�2IÞFH 

ZZZ�LQ�JRY�JLV� 

 

*HRJUDSK\�(GXFDWRUV�1HW�
ZRUN�RI�,QGLDQD 

JHQL�LXSXL�HGX� 

 

6WDWV�$PHULFD 

ZZZ�VWDWVDPHULFD�RUJ 

 

,QGLDQD�+HDOWK�,QGLFDWRUV� 

ZZZ�LQGLDQDLQGLFDWRUV�RUJ 

 

,QGLDQD�*DWHZD\�IRU�*RY�
HUQPHQW�8QLWV�� 

JDWHZD\�LÞRQOLQH�RUJ 

 



 

 

Indiana State Data Center 
Indiana State Library 

Phone: 317-232-3732 
 

https://www.in.gov/library/collections-and-services/


