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Tallian offers proposal to protect state’s smoking cessation program 
Tobacco Use Prevention and Cessation Board stands to be eliminated under Senate Bill 298 

 
INDIANAPOLIS— State Senator Karen Tallian (D-Portage) attempted to protect the ongoing work by the 
state’s smoking cessation program under an amendment offered today. Tallian said the nationally 
recognized work of Indiana’s smoking cessation program is at risk under Senate Bill 298, which abolishes 
the Tobacco Use Prevention and Cessation (ITPC) Board. The amendment was rejected by a voice vote 
after several Senate Democrats spoke in support of the effort. 
 
“The only way to save money under the board’s elimination is lay off the 14 staff members currently 
responsible for this program,” Tallian told colleagues in the Senate. “I don’t understand how you can just 
give the responsibilities of 14 people to other people who already have full time duties and expect this 
program to succeed.” 
 
Under Senate Bill 298, the board’s duties and management of the program’s dedicated fund would be 
transferred to the Indiana Department of Health. The program is funded through the Tobacco Master 
Settlement Agreement Trust Fund, not the state’s general fund. The program is appropriated $10.9 million 
annually, of which $1 million is spent on administrative costs. The remaining $9.9 million goes to 
approximately 200 local community tobacco use prevention and cessation programs to advance a 
mission which includes preventing tobacco use by Indiana youth, assist tobacco users in quitting, 
assisting in the reduction and protection from secondhand smoke, and emphasizing prevention and 
reduction of tobacco use by minorities, pregnant women, children, youth and other at-risk populations. 
 
According to related committee testimony presented earlier this month, Indiana’s program is seen around 
the nation as a leader in tobacco control and as a model agency that has included community 
participation not only in its programs but its Executive Board. The administration and management of 
ITPC, as well as the design of the entire program, is modeled on evidence-based best practices as 
outlined by the Centers for Disease Control. 
 
Tallian said she is also concerned that the effort could be an attempt to raid the fund for general use by 
the Department of Health. 
 
“I have received many emails from constituents and advocates worried that this will destroy the progress 
made to end tobacco use in Indiana,” Tallian said. “It’s another example of a saving a little extra cash 
today that will cost us so much more in the future.” 
 
Public health concerns and actual costs related to smoking are widespread. Diseases directly related to 
tobacco cost Hoosiers over $2 billion each year. Indiana spends $174 million each year in Medicaid costs 
alone for tobacco-related illnesses. 
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More information on the Tobacco Use Prevention and Cessation Board is available at www.in.gov/itpc.  
 
For more information on Sen. Tallian or other State Senate business, call 1-800-382-9467 or visit 
www.senatedemocrats.in.gov. 
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EDITORS NOTE: Audio of Sen. Tallian’s comments from the Senate floor is available at 
http://www.in.gov/legislative/senate_democrats/files/Tallian.SB298.012610.mp3 


