Indiana and the CREDO/CRPE/Mathematica Reports
The Virtual Twin matching methodology used in the reports presumes all factors that impact student performance have been identified and students are matched based on these factors. However, the virtual twin model does not include several important factors that disproportionally affect students in online charter schools. Addressing and quantifying the impact of these issues and potentially matching students to control for these factors is necessary to ensure similar students are being accurately compared. 
Don’t Forget:
· Indiana was not a part of the research data
· The data set used was from 2012 and earlier and does not reflect improvements made in the quickly-evolving online schools in the last five years

1)  The virtual twin model used in the study does not control for persistence – the length of enrollment - for students in virtual charter schools and how that impacts student and school performance.  
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
The flip side of persistence is mobility, which expresses the academic “dip” many students see when moving from one school to another.  A large number of new students enroll in Hoosier each year, in many cases new students outnumber returning students.
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2)  The virtual twin model does not take into account the enrollment date of students who transferred to virtual charter schools and how that impacts performance. 
Studies show that more than half of all online school students enroll after the start of school year.  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The study affirms key facts about online schools on student evaluation and assessment: 

Online charter schools serve a higher percentage of students who enter below proficient and more economically disadvantaged.

[image: ]
Furthermore, late enrollees to Hoosier are disproportionally low income and academically at risk. Additionally, a significantly larger percentage of at-risk students enroll each year.
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3)  The study does not control for nor take into account the effects of mobility. 
Online charter schools experience a higher rate of mobility than traditional schools.  This higher rate of mobility means that online charter schools are enrolling students who are already academically at risk due to mobility.  
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Many of these at risk students come in credit deficient.  Nearly half of new high school students are credit deficient.
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4)  The study does not take into account the factors for which parents choose to enroll their children into online charter schools. Students who transfer to online schools have circumstances that differ, often significantly, from their “virtual twin” who stayed in his/her traditional school.  Seven of the top ten reasons high school students choose Hoosier, and more than one-half of the reasons for elementary and middle school choices, do not relate to the state-assigned building performance label. 
NOTE: Blue text denotes a non-academic, student focused reason Hoosier was selected by the family.
Hoosier High School
	Reason for Selecting
	Hoosier High School

	Flexible scheduling/pacing (ability for this student to learn at his/her own pace) 
	96%

	Ability to customize program to meet this student’s needs 
	91%

	Quality of curriculum 
	88%

	Because Hoosier is a public school with recognition and backing of state 
	87%

	Support of highly qualified, experienced teachers for each subject
	85%

	Hoosier is tuition free
	84%

	I was concerned about the school environment (safety, drugs, distractions, peer pressure, bullying etc.)
	82%

	Wanted to oversee/be more involved in my student’s education 
	81%

	Hoosier is a K12 School
	80%

	Reputation of Hoosier
	79%



Hoosier Grades K-8
	Reason for Selecting
	Hoosier Grades K-8

	Flexible scheduling/pacing options (ability for this student to learn at his/her own pace) 
	97%

	Meets state required school standards 
	94%

	Hoosier is tuition free
	91%

	Quality of curriculum 
	90%

	Ability to customize program to meet this student’s needs 
	89%

	Support of highly qualified, experienced teachers for each subject
	89%

	Because Hoosier is a public school with recognition and backing of state 
	88%

	Wanted to oversee/be more involved in my student’s education 
	86%

	Reputation of Hoosier
	83%

	Hoosier is the kind of research-based, rigorous education I wanted for my student
	82%

	Hoosier is a K12 School
	81%

	I was concerned about the school environment (safety, drugs, distractions, peer pressure, bullying etc.)
	81%



Methodology: The questions are asked on a top 3 box answer. 
DATA: From the 2016 Spring Parent Satisfaction surveys
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At-Risk	Students	Enrolling	at	Hoosier	Late	in	the	Year
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22% 



41% 



• When	looking	at	free	lunch	
eligible	students,	40%	of	
the	total	student	
population	is	in	its	first	
year	with	Hoosier
Academy.



• From	SY14-15	to	SY15-16,	
Hoosier	Academy	saw	a	
54%	increase in	free	lunch	
eligible	students	who	
enrolled	late.



The	orange	bar	shows	students	who	enrolled	late	in	
the	school	year,	during	the	previous	year.










At-Risk	Students	Enrolling	at	Hoosier	Late	in	the	Year
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Overall	Effect	of	Newly-Enrolled	Students	at	Hoosier



A	large	number	of	the	new	students	who	attend	Hoosier	
Academy	enroll	on	day	one already credit	deficient



The	majority	of	seniors are	enrolling	behind	expected	graduation	timelines.
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Persistence	Matters at	Hoosier
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Students	enrolled	three	or	more	years	have	
proficiency	rates	between	6	and	22	points	
higher than	newly-enrolled	students.
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New	High	School	Students	to	Hoosier	Academy
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Hoosier	Academy	welcomes	more	new	students	
than	returning	students	in	grades	9-11	each	year
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New	High	School	Students	to	Hoosier	Academy
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Effects	and	Characteristics	of	Late-Enrollees	at	Hoosier



• The	later	in	the	school	year	students	enroll,	
the	lower	they	perform	on	the	spring	NWEA	
assessment.



• Of	the	students	who	only	have	a	spring	
Mathematics	NWEA:
– 86%	are	new	students
– 61%	are	in	Middle	School	(grades	6-8)
– 55%	are	free	lunch	eligible
– 21%	are	Special	Education	eligible
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*See	appendix	for	more	information	on	student	demographics	and	assessment	scores
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*See	appendix	for	more	information	on	student	demographics	and	assessment	scores
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Performance	of	Late	Enrollees	at	Hoosier
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Students	who	only	have	a	
spring	NWEA	score	(late	
enrollees),	usually	score	
lower	than	students	who	
have	both	a	Fall	and	Spring	
score.



Proficiency	of	students	can	
be	predicted	based	on	
when	they	enroll.



Average	NWEA	scores	for	Grades	K-8
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Long	Term	Impact	of	Late	Enrollees	at	Hoosier
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• Each	year	more	than	30	percent	of	all	students	are	new	to	Hoosier	Academy.



• Hoosier	is	retaining	more	students	who	enrolled	after	the	beginning	of	the	
previous	school	year.



• A	side-effect	of	improving	student	retention	is	a	cumulative	number	of	late-
enrolled,	low-income	students	remaining	enrolled	in	the	school
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