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8. HOW - REQUEST (S) FOR APPROVAL - NEW BUSINESS

E. Determination regarding Contested Library Book - Dr. Chad Phillips

Action 

Motion to Approve the determination regarding contested library book. 

[ 
2024.09.09.Proposed Findings.pdf (110 KB) 

Motion & Voting 

Motion to amend approval item 8)e to include a requirement of a parental consent for a student to have 
assess to contested library book (Push). 

Motion by Logan Schulz, second by Jason Major. 
Final Resolution: Motion Fails 
Yea: Jason Major, Logan Schulz 
Nay: Nicole Wheeldon, Rich Stenner, Todd Grimes, Pat Bryant, Dale Nowlin 

Motion to Approve the determination regarding contested library book. 

Motion by Todd Grimes, second by Dale Nowlin. 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yea: Nicole Wheeldon, Rich Stenner, Todd Grimes, Pat Bryant, Jason Major, Dale Nowlin, Logan Schulz 
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES 
OF THE BARTHOLOMEW CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL CORPORATION 

 
Mr. Mark Niemoeller submitted a Request for Review of Materials or Course Content 
(“Request”) regarding the book Push by Sapphire.  Following the decision of an evaluation 
committee to retain the book in the Columbus East High School Media Center, Mr. Niemoeller 
appealed that decision to the Board of School Trustees of the Bartholomew Consolidated School 
Corporation (“Board”). 
 
The Board has conducted its review pursuant to Policy 9130, “Public Complaints and Concerns.”  
The Board, having reviewed the original Request, the determination of the evaluation committee, 
and the book, now makes the following findings: 
 

1. The Board is to determine whether the book is “obscene” or “harmful to minors” as the 
terms are defined in Indiana Code 35-49-2-1 and Indiana Code 35-49-2-2 respectively. 

2. A book is considered “obscene” under the relevant definition if: 
a. the average person, applying contemporary community standards, finds that the 

dominant theme of the matter or performance, taken as a whole, appeals to the 
prurient interest in sex; 

b. the matter or performance depicts or describes, in a patently offensive way, sexual 
conduct; AND 

c. the matter or performance, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, 
political, or scientific value. 

3. A book is considered “harmful to minors” under the relevant definition if: 
a. it describes or represents, in any form, nudity, sexual conduct, sexual excitement, 

or sado-masochistic abuse; 
b. considered as a whole, it appeals to the prurient interest in sex of minors; 
c. it is patently offensive to prevailing standards in the adult community as a whole 

with respect to what is suitable matter for or performance before minors; AND 
d. considered as a whole, it lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value 

for minors. 
4. No challenged material may be removed solely because it presents ideas that may be 

unpopular or offensive to some, without it being “obscene” or “harmful to minors” as the 
same are defined in Indiana Code. 

5. Push is the story of a teenager, Claireece Precious Jones, from Harlem, New York.  The 
novel shares her journey as she copes with the impacts of her own abuse and rape at the 
hands of family members while raising her own child and learning to read and write. 

6. The novel is set in the late-1980’s as the country confronted the HIV/AIDS epidemic.  
The novel was written in the mid-1990’s as the country considered changes to federal 
criminal law and federal social welfare policy. 

7. The Request sought the removal of the novel from the East Media Center, stating 
“[g]iven the extreme degree and large quantity of objectionable parts, the non-
objectionable parts do not make this book appropriate.”  

8. The Preface to the 25th Anniversary Edition of the novel states: 
a. The novel is a “merciless indictment of a society that abandons its most 

vulnerable citizens.” 



b. “Sapphire wants us not to push past the pain, injustice, and trauma.  Instead, we 
must push through it.  We must feel it to be changed by it.” (emphasis in original) 

9. The Afterword to the 25th Anniversary Edition of the novel states that “[t]he novel I wrote 
challenges the idea that for so-called marginalized communities the only hope is white 
intervention and/or escape.  In the very environment where Precious is so horribly abused 
and neglected are the resources and spirit/souls capable of helping her survive.” 

10. The novel has been the subject of at least one academic symposium and multiple essays.  
The novel also inspired the 2009 film Precious. 

11. The dominant theme of the novel, taken as a whole, does not appeal to a prurient interest 
in sex of adults or minors. 

12. The dominant theme of the book is the trauma and injustices suffered by the main 
character and the path that she takes in confronting them.   

13. The novel, taken as a whole, does not lack serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific 
value.   

14. The author, Sapphire, notes in a letter to the editor included in the novel’s Afterword, “I 
have talked to thousands of women who have been sexually abused, some of whom have 
had experiences that make what happened in Push […] look like a walk in the park.  I’m 
not a social scientist but a creative artist.  I took and will continue to take the stories of 
women I have listened to and turn them into fiction.”  As the evaluation committee noted, 
the novel “reflects uncomfortable truths about our society.”  The work has additionally 
inspired other literary and artistic work. 

15. The novel addresses political topics including how the country’s response to the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic impacted different communities and how changes to social welfare 
policies impact communities supported by those programs. 

 
CONCLUSION 

 
After reviewing this matter, the Board concludes that Push by Sapphire is not “obscene” or 
“harmful to minors” as the terms are defined in Indiana Code.  The decision of the evaluation 
committee is upheld and the book may remain on the shelves of the Columbus East High School 
Media Center. 
 
 
SO DETERMINED THIS 9th day of September, 2024. 
 
 
 
       
Board President 
 
 
 
       
Secretary 
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