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NLPS CAPSTONE GUIDANCE

▸ The CTE team at the Indiana Commission for Higher Education continues to share 
guidance on NLPS Capstone implementation as the 2024-2025 school year marks the full 
transition from Perkins V to NLPS.

▸ The following slides contain a guidance overview and examples of Capstone breakdowns 
for three CTE Programs of Study (Automotive Services, IT Operations: IT Support, and 
Welding Technology).

▸Additional NLPS Capstone guidance can be found in

▸ This NLPS Capstone Guidance Document - Includes an FAQ on NLPS Capstones

https://www.in.gov/che/cte/files/NLPS-Capstone-Guidance_July-2024.pdf
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CTE CAPSTONE COURSE OVERVIEW
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WAYS TO OFFER CAPSTONES

▸ Capstones may be offered in three formats:

▸ 2 Credits: Similar format to Concentrator 
Courses.

▸ 4 Credits: Must include Part I.  May include 
either Part II or Part III.

▸ 6 Credits: Must include Parts I, II, & III. 

▸ May split parts across multiple years, but Part I 
must be done first. 

▸ Remember: Six (6) credit maximum.



CTE CAPSTONE GUIDANCE & EXAMPLES

DELIVERY MODELS
Schools have four options for delivering course content to students:

*Requires the school to assess learning and award grades.

1. Secondary Classroom/ Dual Credit
2. Postsecondary through Dual Enrollment
3. Eligible Training Provider*
4. Employer-Provided/ On-the-Job Training*
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES CAPSTONE
▸ Capstone course: 7375 – Automotive Service Capstone

▸ Promoted Certifications: ASE A-1 Engine Repair; ASE A-7 Heating and Air; ASE A-8 Engine Performance; ASE A-6 Electrical Systems

▸ Postsecondary Alignment: Ivy Tech Community College

▸ Priority Competencies (Part I) Postsecondary Alignment:

▸ AUTI 141: Engine Fundamentals and Repair

▸ AUTI 131: Engine Performance Systems I

▸ Accelerated Competencies (Part II) Postsecondary Alignment:

▸ AUTI 142: Climate Control Systems*

▸ AUTI 112: Electrical Systems II*

▸ AUTI 132: Engine Performance Systems II*

*Note: These courses only available for dual enrollment
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THE FOLLOWING SLIDES CONTAIN AN EXAMPLE OF 
HOW A DISTRICT MAY OFFER THE AUTOMOTIVE 

SERVICES CAPSTONE COURSE.
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES CAPSTONE

▸ Part I: Priority Competencies

▸ Taught in-person in the secondary classroom with a dual credit certified instructor over 2 semesters

Priority Competencies
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES CAPSTONE

▸ Part II: Accelerated Competencies

▸ Dual enrollment at local Ivy Tech campus to cover AUTI 142: Climate Control Systems and AUTI 112: 
Electrical Systems II (these courses are only available through dual enrollment currently)

Accelerated Competencies
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES CAPSTONE

▸ Part III: Experiential Learning

▸ Semester I: Work-based Learning 
Placement

▸ Local auto dealership service department

▸ 75+ hours over the course of the semester

▸ Scheduling flexibility: Student leaves for the 
last period of the day and continues to 
work at the dealership after school

▸ Semester II: Additional Competencies

▸ Student dual enrolls in AUTI 132: 
Engine Performance Systems II at local 
Ivy Tech campus to earn Automotive 
Service Technology TC

If there is not a work-based learning opportunity available for the student, 
semester one of Part III could be used for additional lab hours for the 
student to work toward adding additional industry certifications.
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IT OPERATIONS: IT SUPPORT CAPSTONE
▸ Capstone course: 7245 – IT Operations: IT Support Capstone

▸ Postsecondary Alignment: Ivy Tech Community College

▸ Priority Competencies (Part I) Postsecondary Alignment:

▸ ITSP 175: IT Customer Support and Helpdesk Software

▸ DBMS 110: Introduction to Data Analytics

▸ Accelerated Competencies (Part II) Postsecondary Alignment:

▸ SVAD 121: Enterprise Computing

▸ SVAD 111: Linux and Virtualization Technologies Fundamentals
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THE FOLLOWING SLIDES CONTAIN AN EXAMPLE OF 
HOW A DISTRICT MAY OFFER THE IT OPERATIONS: IT 

SUPPORT CAPSTONE COURSE.
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IT OPERATIONS: IT SUPPORT CAPSTONE

▸ Part I: Priority Competencies

▸ Taught in-person in the secondary classroom with a dual credit certified instructor over 2 semesters

Priority Competencies
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IT OPERATIONS: IT SUPPORT CAPSTONE

▸ Part II: Accelerated Competencies

▸ Taught in-person in the secondary classroom by a dual credit credentialed instructor, or through dual 
enrollment at the local Ivy Tech campus (either option would be 2 semesters)

Accelerated Competencies

With dual credit earned for all pathway courses, student would earn Information 
Technology Support, Technical Certificate upon completion of Part II of the 
Capstone.
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IT OPERATIONS: IT SUPPORT CAPSTONE

▸ Part III: Experiential Learning

▸ Semester I: Work-based Learning 
Placement

▸ Local business IT support department

▸ 75+ hours over the course of the semester

▸ Scheduling flexibility: Student leaves for the 
last period of the day and continues to 
work at the WBL placement after school

▸ Semester II: Additional Competencies

▸ Student dual enrolls in CPIN 269: 
Information Technology Project 
Management to begin working toward 
Information Technology Support, AAS 
through Ivy Tech Community College

If a work-based learning opportunity is not available, the student could utilize 
both semesters of Part III for dual enrollment at Ivy Tech to complete additional 
courses toward earning their Applied Associate Degree if the Technical 
Certificate was earned with the completion of Part II of the Capstone.
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WELDING TECHNOLOGY CAPSTONE
▸ Capstone course: 7226 – Welding Technology Capstone

▸ Promoted Certification: AWS D.1.1 SMAW

▸ Postsecondary Alignment: Ivy Tech Community College

▸ Priority Competencies (Part I) Postsecondary Alignment:

▸ WELD 208: Gas Tungsten Arc (TIG) Welding

▸ WELD 273: Advanced Gas Tungsten Arc Welding II

▸ Accelerated Competencies (Part II) Postsecondary Alignment:

▸ WELD 203: Pipe Welding I*

▸ WELD 210: Welding Fabrication I*

*Note: These courses only available for dual enrollment
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THE FOLLOWING SLIDES CONTAIN AN EXAMPLE OF 
HOW A DISTRICT MAY OFFER THE 

WELDING TECHNOLOGY CAPSTONE COURSE.
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WELDING TECHNOLOGY CAPSTONE

▸ Part I: Priority Competencies

▸ Taught in-person in the secondary classroom with a dual credit certified instructor over 2 semesters

Priority Competencies
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WELDING TECHNOLOGY CAPSTONE

▸ Part II: Accelerated Competencies

▸ Taught in-person through dual enrollment at the local Ivy Tech campus

Accelerated Competencies

With dual credit earned for all pathway courses, student would earn Welding 
Technology, Technical Certificate upon completion of Part II of the Capstone.
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WELDING TECHNOLOGY CAPSTONE

▸ Part III: Experiential Learning

▸ Semester I: Work-based Learning 
Placement

▸ Local manufacturing plant

▸ 75+ hours over the course of the semester

▸ Scheduling flexibility: Student leaves for the 
final period of the day and continues 
working at the manufacturing plant after 
school

▸ Semester II: Additional Competencies

▸ Student dual enrolls in an elective 
course toward earning Industrial 
Technology, Applied Associate Degree 
at local Ivy Tech campus

If a work-based learning opportunity is not available, the student could utilize 
both semesters of Part III for dual enrollment at Ivy Tech to complete additional 
courses toward earning their Applied Associate Degree if the Technical 
Certificate was earned with the completion of Part II of the Capstone.
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FLEXIBLE CAPSTONE OPTIONS

*May not be used with the Entrepreneurship pathway. 
**May not be used with the Information Technology and Computer Science pathway.

▸ 3 NLPS Capstone Courses may be used with any NLPS pathway:

▸ Work-Based Learning Capstone (5974)

▸ Entrepreneurship and New Ventures Capstone (5966)*

▸ Advanced Digital Skills Capstone (7396)**

▸ CTE Master Pathways List is a resource for viewing Capstone options for your pathway

https://www.in.gov/che/cte/files/24-25-CTE-Master-Pathways_01.09.24.pdf


Indiana Commission for Higher Education

Contact CTE@che.in.gov with questions.

July 2024

NLPS CAPSTONE GUIDANCE & EXAMPLES




	Slide 1
	Slide 2: NLPS Capstone Guidance
	Slide 3: CTE Capstone Course Overview
	Slide 4: Ways to Offer Capstones
	Slide 5: Delivery Models
	Slide 6: Automotive Services
	Slide 7: Automotive Services Capstone
	Slide 8: The Following Slides contain An Example of how a district may offer the Automotive Services Capstone Course.
	Slide 9: Automotive Services Capstone
	Slide 10: Automotive Services Capstone
	Slide 11: Automotive Services Capstone
	Slide 12: IT Operations: IT Support
	Slide 13: IT Operations: IT Support Capstone
	Slide 14: The Following Slides contain An Example of how a district may offer the IT Operations: IT Support Capstone Course.
	Slide 15: IT Operations: IT Support Capstone
	Slide 16: IT Operations: IT Support Capstone
	Slide 17: IT Operations: IT Support Capstone
	Slide 18: Welding Technology
	Slide 19: Welding Technology Capstone
	Slide 20: The Following Slides contain An Example of how a district may offer the Welding Technology Capstone Course.
	Slide 21: Welding Technology Capstone
	Slide 22: Welding Technology Capstone
	Slide 23: Welding Technology Capstone
	Slide 24: Flexible Capstone Options
	Slide 25
	Slide 26

