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Appendix E:
2023 Indiana Veterans' Education Pathways Task Force Members

A special thank you to the Indiana professionals who dedicated their time and provided voice

to the issues surrounding current and former military members who are seeking postsecondary
education. It is through their efforts that the foundation for an Indiana Purple Star Designation in
Higher Education was achieved.

Erika Steuterman (Chair), Major General, United States Air Force, Retired; Indiana Commission for Higher Education, Member;
Indiana Veterans’ Affairs Commission, Past Chair; Earned her Bachelor of Language and MBA from Purdue University.

Communication and Navigation Workgroup
Art Leak (Lead), Indiana Army Reserve, Ambassador for the State of Indiana

Maryann Bonner, Marian University, Associate Registrar

Mark Mathes, Indiana Department of Workforce Development, State Veteran Program Director
Gabrielle Owens, Indiana Department of Veterans Affairs, General Counsel

Ryan Ozbun, Indiana Tech, Director of Military and Veterans Services

Blaine Zimmerman, INvets, President and CEO

Credit for Prior Learning (CPL) Workgroup

Allegra Fowler (Co-Lead), Purdue Global University, Executive Director Center for Prior Learning Recognition
Jayson Jarrett (Co-Lead), Ball State University, Assistant Director for Veterans Affairs

Alex Sievers, Vincennes University, Director Indiana Military Education Program

Amber Mertens, Indiana Department of Veterans Affairs, Director State Approving Agency (SAA)
Amy Stone, lvy Tech Community College, Director of VALLO Project (Systems Office)

Dennis Wimer, Indiana Department of Veterans Affairs, Director

Kay Ross, County Veterans Service Office of Wayne Township, Veterans Service Officer

Michael Kirchner, Purdue University-Fort Wayne, Director of Military Student Services

Student Supports Workgroup
Stephan Goodan (Co-Lead), Indiana National Guard, Director of Education Services
Lori Sprague (Co-Lead), vy Tech Community College-Indianapolis, Director of Veteran and Military Benefits

Savanna Hebert-Annis, Indiana University, University Military and Veterans Services Coordinator

Cherie Leonhardt, University of Evansville, Manager of Transfer Admission

Joel Matherly, University of Southern Indiana, Assistant Director of Veteran, Military and Family Resource Center
Anthony Pilota, Purdue University-Northwest, Veteran Services Coordinator

Gordon Smith, County Veterans Service Office of Indianapolis, Veterans Service Officer

J.P. Smith, Indiana National Guard, State Reserve Component Transition Assistance Advisor

Pam Warner, Indiana Department of Workforce Development, Director of Career Exploration and Coaching



