Est
THE MARTIN COUNTY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING

October 5, 2015
MINUTES

The Martin County Council convened in special session Monday, October 5, 2015, in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Councilmen present were C. Richard Summers, Randy L. Wininger, Warren D. Albright, James A. Stiles, Floyd L. Hawkins and Councilwomen Barbara McFeater and M. Lynn Gee. Also attending were Auditor January Roush, Sheriff Travis Roush, Kathy Collins, Community Corrections Director; Brett Richardson, Communications Commander; Kent Barrow, ERS; Laura Albertson, Solid Waste Management District Director; Josh and Courtney Hughett, Martin County Journal and Jill Albright, Loogootee Tribune.  

President Summers called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 6:00pm.
The minutes from the special meeting held September 14, 2015 and Budget Hearings held September 14 and September 15, 2015 were approved as submitted with the motion made by Councilwoman Gee and seconded by Councilman Wininger.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  
The Adoptions of the 2016 budgets began with the County budgets. President Summers read Ordinance 2015-21, Ordinance for Appropriations and Tax Rate for the County budgets twice.  The total budget adopted was $4,791,508, total adopted tax levy was $2,601,372 and the adopted tax rate was 0.8202.  There were no taxpayers in opposition.  Councilman Wininger made a motion to approve Ordinance 2015-21 to adopt the 2016 budget for Martin County.  Councilman Albright made the second.  Councilmen Stiles and Hawkins opposed.   The motion passed 5-2.  

Ordinance 2015-22, Ordinance for Appropriations for Tax Rate, was read twice by President Summers. Director Laura Albertson was present for any questions.  The adopted budget for Solid Waste was $522,572.  The adopted tax rate was zero because of the user fee now being collected.  The Solid Waste is funded solely on user fees collected by tax payers and income received by recycling. There were no taxpayers in opposition.   Councilman Hawkins made a motion to approve Ordinance 2015-22 to adopt the 2016 budget for the Martin County Solid Waste Management District.  Councilwoman McFeaters made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Judge Lynne Ellis submitted an Additional Appropriation for approval but was unable to attend meeting.  Councilwoman Gee made a motion to approve the Additional Appropriation from the Supplemental Public Defender Fee Fund, Public Defender-$100,000.  Councilman Albright made the second.  Councilman Stiles opposed.  The motion passed 6-1.  Councilman Hawkins reiterated that the funds appropriated can only be used for Public Defender Fees.   
Due to the Solid Waste Management District (“SWMD”) being a binding unit the Council has to approve Additional Appropriations.  The Additional Appropriation was used for the paving of the Shoals Recycling Center.  Councilman Wininger made a motion to approve the Additional Appropriation for the SWMD from the Rainy Day Fund, Recycling Projects-$30,000.  Councilman Hawkins made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Councilman Albright made a motion to approve a transfer within the Motor Vehicle Highway from General & Undistributed, Supplies, Gas/Diesel/Oil-$41,000 to General & Undistributed, Personal Services, Unemployment-$6,000 and Other Services & Charges, Truck & Tractor Repair-$35,000.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  
Kathy Collins, Community Corrections Director, came before the Council for approval of salary increases for Community Corrections.  Director Collins submitted her proposal to her Advisory Board and then submitted their recommendations to the Council for approval.  Community Corrections fiscal year runs July 1-June 30.  The majority of the salary increases were 4% or less. Part of the Performance Bonus the department received will be used to reward her employees for their hard work.  A discussion followed.    Councilman Stiles made a motion to approve 2015 County Ordinance for Salaries and Wages, Amended October 5, 2015, 2015-20.  Councilwoman McFeaters made the second.  Councilman Summers and Councilman Wininger were in opposition.  The motion passed 5-2.   
Sheriff Travis Roush and Brett Richardson, Communication Commander came before the Council to discuss several issues.  The server at the Security Center crashed and needs to be replaced.  They received two quotes and will be accepting the lowest quote from RTC Communications.  The other issue concerns the 911 Call Center.  The Council received copies of a proposal and three quotes to replace the current console.  A lengthy discussion followed.  Sheriff Roush and Richardson recommended purchasing the equipment from ERS.  Kent Barrow, a representative from ERS was present and joined the conversation.  City of Loogootee will be paying the County for dispatch services.  The Council recommended accepting the ERS quote of $30,772.99 plus an additional radio of $415 pending Commissioner approval.  
Josh and Courtney Hughett, Martin County Humane Society, presented their quarterly report.  They have 11 more adoptions already this year than they had in 2014.  Josh and Courtney Hughett commended the Council on their support for the Humane Society.   The Council recognizes the Hughett’s dedication in making the Humane Society successful.  
The Marantha Tabernacle Church in Loogootee invited the Council to a luncheon honoring the Veteran’s of Martin County on Saturday, November 7, 2015 from 11:30am to 1:30am.  Councilwoman Gee urged the Council to attend.  
Due to the Community Foundation annual meeting falling on the scheduled Council meeting in November, the Council agreed to reschedule their meeting to November 9, 2015 at 6:00pm.

Auditor Roush submitted the September Tourism report.    

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:04pm with a motion made by Councilman Hawkins and seconded by Councilman Stiles.  All were in favor and the motion passed.   The next Council meeting will be held Monday, November 9, 2015 at 6:00pm.  
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