INDIANA COMMERCIAL COURT

STATE OF INDIANA
)
IN THE ________ SUPERIOR COURT 


) SS:

COUNTY OF _________
)
CAUSE NO. ____________________


)   


Plaintiff,
)



)
FINAL PRE-TRIAL HEARING ORDER
vs.

)  
FOR BENCH TRIAL


)  



)


Defendant.
)

Plaintiff appears by attorney ____________________.  Defendant _______________ appears by attorney _________________________.  Defendant _______________ appears by attorney _________________________.  A Final Pre-Trial Hearing is conducted on _____________, 2020.  The Court enters the following Order:

1. Jurisdiction:  Jurisdiction was conceded by counsel and found by the Court to be present.
2. Settlement:
The parties, with their attorneys, are ordered to continue settlement discussions for so long as it appears that continued negotiations are likely to resolve some or all contested issues. All partial or full settlements shall be reported to the Court within 24 hours.
3. Bench Trial Confirmation and Presence of Counsel:  The trial date of ______ 20__, as previously set, is affirmed.  Counsel for the parties shall appear no later than   ______ a.m. on the first day of trial to discuss any matters which may be pertinent to the trial. 
4. Final Status Conference:  A final Status Conference shall be conducted on 


, 20    , at 

.m.
5. Pretrial Motions:  All anticipated pretrial motions have already been filed and ruled upon.  Any additional such motions must be set for hearing prior to trial.  No pretrial motions will be heard on the morning of trial.
6. Exhibit Book:  The Court Orders counsel to create a single exhibit book for use by the jury and the Court, and to stipulate to its admission into evidence, to the extent possible.
7. Audio-Visual Equipment:  If counsel intends to use any special equipment, counsel shall make arrangements prior to the date of the trial and to meet with the Court Administrator, and the Judge’s Court Reporter, regarding the usage of the equipment.
8. Opening Statements and Closing Arguments:  Plaintiff and Defendant are each granted _______ minutes for opening statements.  Each party is granted ______ minutes for closing argument.  The Court will indicate the passing of time, along with a _____ minute warning, to each counsel.  Upon indication by the Court of the time passing, counsel will immediately terminate the statement/argument.
9. Witnesses:  By no later than 

, 20__, (5 days prior to the above set Final Status Conference) counsel shall jointly email to the Court a list of witnesses that both parties actually intend to call at trial.  

10. Rulings on Additional Pretrial Motions:

10.1 The Plaintiff has filed the following additional pretrial motions: ___________

_________________________________________________________.

The Court’s ruling on each of Plaintiff’s pretrial motions is as follows: ___

_________________________________________________________.

10.2 The Defendant has filed the following additional pretrial motions: _______

_________________________________________________________.

The Court’s ruling on each of Defendant’s pretrial motions is as follows: ___

_________________________________________________________.
11. Proposed Findings of Fact, Conclusions thereon, and Orders: Consistent with Indiana Trial Rule 52(A) and written request of the parties, the Court shall “find the facts specifically and state its conclusions thereon” in its Final Order. Pursuant to Indiana Trial Rule 52(C), the parties shall each file and email to the Court their proposed Findings of Fact, Conclusions thereon and Orders by ____________, 20__. 
 _____, 2020
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