FOREST PRODUCTS

Tnaliana is known lor ils quality hardwoods and
hardwond timber indusiey. The inflluence of
livenlock grazing wpon the imistr rosoones s
pronouncel.

Livestock browsing destroys young harchwoods by
girdling anc |:|||5".~ii|::|||. delormution, Elimination of
thoze voung seedlings, along with the damags (o
larger trees, reduces the number of troes in (e
wiillnnd and (hreatens continued production of
limer hardwood limber.

Grazing of woodlands oflans resulls in changes in
s H]rl.-uh-rﬂ |‘l|:1]-.|.-r-l||;|r il e wooncls 1o lises desirable
tmees, such as: cedar, locast, buckevee, haw thorme,

dogwosd and crabapple,

Thi value of oxisting timbor is reduced in o grozod
waoadland, Hool damags to troe uits and expsossd
roils mlloaw anlry ol damaging imecls amd disenses,
Prolongecd erazing resulls in log rolling and
slaining, A while oak veneer lred may bocoms a
lower value saw log aller such slaining.

Ther waluer of Inclinna's forasis is nol in pasiures,
but in the production of quelily wood products.
Compared 10 a gesd pasture. a8 woodland has little
or no food valus,

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

Wimscllmndd soils, walerways amd timbse prodociion
all sulfer whon a womsdlamd = grazmdl. This
digturbance to the foresl eavironmenl has many
other destructive impacts.

Wibdlife cover and food m.l]l]:lh' are: resucsl or
oliminated in o pashure] woods, Conseruently, so
i the quantity of wildlife,

(Mhor lorest products, such o frewosd, mushrooms
andd ginseng are oliminaled or redueced in oo groeed
wosdlinel,

A paztured woodland does nol possess e baauly
of foreal wildllowers, ferns and clean spring
SlLreams,

Moisonous plantzs and predotors may injurce live
atock in the woods.

WHAT CAN YOU DO®

Fraclice goxd pasture and woods monagemont,
Waoodlands make poor pasturas and livestock make
pir [oreslors,

Cosl share nsaistance is aflen available theough
the County Agricaltural Stahilization and
Conservalion Service lo fence off your woodlamis
from grozing livealock,

Frolect your springs and stream banks [rom
livestock traflic.

Doevolop allermalive livestock woler supplies,
Again, Foderal cost-share assistance is available in
MARY CASHE,

Converl spme of your marginal forestland into
productive pasture. A amall eormer of e woods
could be incleded in the pasture for summer shache
amnld winter wind protoction, while the remainder is
pridactod [rom livesiock,

Improve exisling pasiore areas and emove your
livestock from the woods,

Contact your stale District Forester for woodland
assistanee and the Soil Gonservaiion Sorvieo for
her (arm assislanca,

Woodlands
Make Poor
Pastures

Deweloped by: Four Rivers Resource Consaervalion
and Development (R C & I Forestry Commilttes in
cooparafion with the Indiana Dept. of Motural
He=ourees, Division of Foresiry.
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Ever since the carly seitlomont of the Unitod
Slutes, wonllands have boon usmd as pasturo and
rangelamd, Even wilth low lorage values, the
castern forests ware grazed unlil the [armaer could
clear anough land to plant the nseded crops Lo
supgeord his livestock,

By crmaling aopsn pastupcs, the farmaer Toamd he
could keop much closer watch on his animals. This
graatly holped his efforis in lecaling livestock and
prolacting tham (rom prislatory animals. Opan
pastures alss supplicd e livestock with a greatly
ineresnse quantily aml quality of Torage compaeed bo
U ol [opiel postore. Despite s advantages aof
pasture land gracing, thowsands of Tsdiann's
vl acres are prosenily bring graeed, rosulling
in signilicant produciion beses lo frm il
wod b e niers,

Thiz Indinnm Division of Forestry was asked by the
Four Rivors Resource Consorvation amd
Development Forestry Commiltee to take a closor
look al wosdland graxing. The informalEen
colbiecied provided some striking resuliz.

A Large amsounl of soil erosion resulting [rom
grmeod womdlands was Tound,  An average annoal
arosion rale ol 23 lons of soil per scre was fowmd
ot the graeed veondlnds sampled. Spreasd oul
avimly ower an acre. this amounts o about 175 of
an inch of soil crosion overy year. Erosion was
found 10 incroase with steepness of slope and
graxing inlensity.

Girazing livestock (end 1o remove the grooand cover
el wagelntion which onee held the soodland sodl
in place. Soil kst in the crosion proceas s
cventunlly deposited in low spols and waoterwoys,
plluting stroams amd Dilling ponds. This in lurn
lemds 1o highor cosis Tor such (hings as road ditch
maintenance and water purilicaton

A fine giand of Indivso bordwonds prooiding o healibey doellor reforn

1 flor phae Bswnbosrner aned prodeciios of owr soll oesd waire Fescsrces

I"' wudy of the solls ko grozed woedlands indicaies thai oreshsn i a

sevions prablerm

Thee fack af beaf Rt and the presesoe of exposed rosis milficafes thad
vensilirnble eraun af byesl woil i3 dokisg phace

P WosniToml posiuries of Woesrook odds re poos waley geaafing il

srdimrntihmn prabeanis

% Repeoted ey o the frunk and reo from Beesdock sesuliind in dbe
gomplete evonnmic beas of ik black walsad feee,




