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he hiking area contains approximately 1,000

DNR Indiana Department of Natural Resources
acres on a peninsula north of the Visitors

Center-Fisherman’s Campground road. This WEL COME T O
area was set aside to provide visitors an opportunity
to explore on foot a large roadless tract of southern PATOKA L AKE
Indiana uplands. Hikers can spend an hour or a day
exploring mature beech-maple and oak-hickory forest, HIKING ARE A R
rock shelters and outcroppings, pine plantations,
abandoned farm fields in various stages of plant
succession, and panoramic views of the lake. Bird
watchers will find the diverse area supports many
native species, while the quiet hiker or photographer
may stalk deer, small mammals or even coyotes.

The map inside shows the route of the area as
three trails. Other features of interest are also shown,
including access lanes and an overlook. Hiking trails
are shown as dashed lines. Because the trail connects 3 ] £ e = i
points of interest along the ridge top to the lake shore, '
it is rugged and steep in places.

A limited number of signs have been placed along
the trail. Should you become unsure of your location,
remember there is one main ridge with a few short
spurs; walking uphill will eventually bring you to the
ridge on which the Visitor Center is located.

Before the lake was constructed this area was part
of various farms. The only “litter” in the area before
the opening of the property was an occasional Mason
jar or tractor part near old home sites. Please help us
maintain the area by “never letting it be said, to your
shame, that this place was more beautiful before you
came.”

Interpretive Services
Division of State Parks and Reservoirs
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