
First Steps Transition Roadmap
A Timeline for Transition

Start Here

Transition from First Steps to preschool is 

an exciting time with many responsibilities 

for First Steps and Local Education 

Agencies (LEAs). This document aims to 

solidify the timelines and roles at each 

stage of the First Steps transition process 

for both Part C and Part B.

Authority for these requirements is located 

in Indiana Article 7 and the Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) to ensure 

positive child outcomes. 

The beginning of transition occurs at age 

2.5, or 30 months of age.

Transition Planning

First Steps holds a transition planning 

conference. With parent consent, the 

LEA must attend the transition 

planning conference or provide the 

family with information regarding 

special education services.

Family may pursue or reject the 

evaluation through contact with the 

LEA.

LEAs must document both evaluations 

and rejection of evaluations in 

accordance with Child Find 

regulations, regardless of whether the 

child enrolled and was evaluated.

Month 31-34

Implementation

The evaluation must be completed and the 

IEP implemented by the child's third 

birthday.

IEP implementation (services begin) date 

may be delayed if the student has a 

summer birthday and does not qualify for 

Extended School Year (ESY) services or if 

the parents request a later start date.

Third Birthday

LEA Notification

First Steps sends the LEA directory 

information for all potentially eligible 

thirty-month old children.

If a child is actively enrolled in First 

Steps, the State of Indiana considers 

the child to be potentially eligible for 

special education services.

With parental consent, First Steps 

sends the LEA the student's IFSP, 

family service plan report, and 

evaluation reports.

The LEA sends procedural safeguards 

to families.

Month 30

45-Day Rule

First Steps may deny evaluation to 

new children if referred less than 45 

days from their third birthday.

If First Steps does complete the 

evaluation and finds the child is 

eligible, the LEA Indicator 12 timeline 

applies for compliance.

If First Steps does not complete the 

evaluation, the LEA pursues 

evaluation under Indicator 11 

timelines for compliance.

LEAs must check for an existing STN 

for First Steps children before 

beginning the evaluation process.

Month 34

Special Circumstances

LEAs must continue to document 

evaluations for non-compliant 

records through the correction of 

non-compliance.

If a child has a summer birthday 

and requires ESY, the LEA must 

initiate these services over the 

summer.

If a child has a summer birthday 

and does not require ESY, services 

begin at the beginning of the next 

school year.

After Third Birthday




