March 31, 2000
MEMORANDUM 00-09

To: District Directors
District Materials and Tests Engi neers
Tol | Road Operations Engi neer District Construction Engineers
Area Engineers Proj ect Engi neer s\ Supervi sors
From Tinothy D. Bertram Chi ef Timothy D. Bertram

Contracts and Construction D vision
Subj ect: Pl at e Sanpl es, HVA Thi ckness Greater Than 75 mm

Last construction season | NDOT experienced problens with sanpling HVA
lifts thicker than 75 nmdo to inproper sanpling procedures. |TM 580
outlines the proper procedure for sanpling HVA Wen the HVA lift is
greater than 75 mma nold (cookie cutter) and plate are to be utilized.
This process is to be followed to help control the sanple size and
accuracy of the sanple. Wen the plate sanple is not obtained properly,
the districts nust direct coring to obtain a sanple for acceptance. The
Qualified Sanpler and Tester Program shoul d ensure the sanpl ers have the
know edge of proper sanpling techniques in accordance with | TM 580.

I NDOT personnel nmust witness all sanpl es obtai ned for acceptance under the
federal requirenents. The contractor is responsible for obtaining the
sanpl e as per specification under | NDOT witness. | NDOT personnel shoul d
not allow a contractor’s personnel to continue to obtain sanples that are
not in accordance with ITM580. If sanples are not bei ng obtained
properly, INDOT personnel should bring it to the attention of a
contractor’s supervisor. Any sanples given to a state representative which
has not been sanpled properly should be noted as such on the IT 530 and
all IT 530s nmust be signed by the contractor’s personnel obtaining the
sanpl e and the I NDOT personnel w tnessing the sanple.

Acceptance test results are only as good as the sanples utilized in
performng the tests. To continue to inprove the quality of roadways here
in Indiana, everyone nust do their part to assist in ensuring this quality
i mprovenent .
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