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DMR-QA – Lab Proficiency Testing Program

All major permit holders are required to participate in this U.S. EPA mandated program annually.                                  In addition, all minor permit holders will be required to participate on a three year rotating basis.   

The participation schedule for Minors is as follows:

· 2011 - Minor municipals and municipal water treatment plants with an NPDES discharge.

· 2012 - Minor mixed ownership facilities (schools, mobile home parks, campgrounds and others), federal, and state owned facilities will get an announcement from U.S. EPA in early 2012.  

· 2013 - Minor industrials and pretreatment industries with state issued permits will receive an announcement from U.S. EPA in early 2013.

There are important deadlines and procedures outlined in the announcement that must be followed.  Some things to remember for all participants in DMR-QA:

· You must notify your contract labs of their requirement to participate on your behalf.

· You must order samples from a Proficiency Testing (PT) provider for every parameter that you analyze in-house for NPDES reporting purposes.  This includes E. coli and low level residual chlorine (if chlorine is in your permit).

· Closely follow any reporting deadlines specified by your PT provider.

· The permit holder is required to submit a final data packet to your Indiana DMR-QA Coordinator in August.  This must include pages 14, 15, 16 and 17 (if applicable) of the announcement.  You must complete a separate checklist (page 16) for each laboratory that does work for you including your in-house lab.

· If you have any “not acceptable” results, you must reorder a sample and analyze again for those parameters and submit to your PT provider.  The PT provider will grade those results and send you an additional report.  This remediation information must be submitted to the DMR-QA coordinator with a brief note explaining the possible reasons for the first failure.

E. coli Test Methods

The U.S. EPA Method 1103.1 (m-TEC agar) listed in older permits is no longer acceptable for E. coli analysis of disinfected wastewater. 

IDEM has specified the following methods as allowable for the detection and enumeration of Escherichia coli (E. coli):

1. Coliscan MF® Method

2. U.S. EPA Method 1603 Modified m-TEC agar

3. mColi Blue-24®

4. Colilert® MPN Method

For information and questions call IDEM at (800) 451-6027, (317) 232-8603 extension 224-77 or by e-mail at bruark@idem.IN.gov attention Becky Ruark.
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