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STATE OF INDIANA


REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 25-80583


INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION


ON BEHALF OF 
THE DIVISION OF MENTAL HEALTH AND ADDICTION 
OF THE FAMILY AND SOCIAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION REGARDING:
INDIANA’S THERAPEUTIC PSILOCYBIN RESEARCH FUND

RESPONSE DUE DATE:
AUG 1, 2024
BY 3:00 PM EASTERN TIME
VIA EMAIL TO RFP@IDOA.IN.GOV


Teresa Deaton-Reese, CPPB, CPPO, Procurement Consultant
Indiana Department of Administration
Procurement Division
402 W. Washington St., Room W468
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
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[bookmark: _Toc2146983688][bookmark: _Toc168655805]I. INTRODUCTION and PURPOSE

This is a Request for Information (RFI) issued by the Indiana Department of Administration (IDOA) in conjunction with the Indiana Family and Social Services Administration (FSSA), Division of Mental Health and Addiction (DMHA). This RFI requests responses from research institutions interested in conducting a clinical study regarding the effects of psilocybin treatment for mental health and other medical conditions. As a component of the 2023 Indiana General Assembly session House Enrolled Act (HEA) 1259, DMHA is required to establish the therapeutic psilocybin research fund and subsequently administer the funds, if and when they become available.

On March 13, 2024, Governor Holcomb signed HEA 1259 into law. Indiana Code 12-21-9 outlines the requirements contained in HEA 1259 for the Psilocybin Treatment Program. The State is required to establish a fund to be used to conduct research on the efficacy of psilocybin as an alternative treatment for mental health and medical conditions, including posttraumatic stress disorder, with a focus on treating the disorder in combat veterans and first responders, anxiety, depression, bipolar disorder, chronic pain, migraines, alcohol use disorder, and tobacco use disorder.

Pending the outcome of this RFI, the State may engage in grant-making activities with respondents. No contracts will be issued as a result of this RFI. Grants may or may not be issued, pending the availability of funding for the therapeutic psilocybin research fund. 

The State is seeking preliminary interest from qualified Indiana-based research institutions to assess interest and aptitude regarding DMHA’s plans to establish and administer the therapeutic psilocybin research fund. Neither this RFI nor any response submitted hereto is to be construed as a legal offer. 

[bookmark: _Toc1029586911][bookmark: _Toc168655806]II. MANDATORY RESPONDENT REQUIREMENTS

In order to receive eventual funding from the therapeutic psilocybin research fund, research institutions must have an academic institution that operates an institutional review board (IRB) that oversees research, have published the results of previous clinical trials in peer reviewed publications, and have access to a clinical research center and the center's resources, including research dedicated medical staff. 

Recipients of funding must also consent to prepare and submit a report summarizing the results of the study and any recommendations for legislation to the interim study committee on public health, behavioral health, and human services established by IC 2-5-1.3-4 in an electronic format under IC 5-14-6, the Indiana Department of Health, and DMHA.

The clinical study conducted with resources provided by this fund must include veterans and first responders in the study sample, evaluate and determine whether psilocybin is an effective treatment for mental health and other medical conditions, compare the efficacy of psilocybin as a treatment with the efficacy of other current treatment options for mental health and other medical conditions, and require each participant to undergo a mental health evaluation before entering the study.
[bookmark: _Toc1193537983][bookmark: _Toc168655807]III. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION
It is important to note that all information submitted in Respondent’s proposals to this RFI will be kept confidential and will not be made available to the public unless this RFI does not result in the release of a solicitation or grant making program at a later date. If a solicitation results from this RFI, then the information contained in the proposal submissions for this RFI must be made available to the public once the resulting solicitation has been awarded and the protest period has ended. Notwithstanding the foregoing, responses to this RFI will likely be shared directly with the financial contributors of the fund. 
Respondents are advised that materials contained in proposals are subject to the Access to Public Records Act (APRA), IC 5-14-3 et seq., and, after award, the entire solicitation file may be viewed and copied by any member of the public, including news agencies and competitors.
Please note citing “Confidential” on an entire section is not sufficient. The Public Access Counselor (PAC) provides guidance on APRA.  Respondents are encouraged to read guidance from the PAC on this topic as this is the guidance IDOA follows:
· 18-INF-06; Redaction of Public Procurement Documents Informal Inquiry
Respondents claiming a statutory exception to the APRA must indicate so on a separate attachment labeled “Confidential Documentation Listing”. That document should include the following information:
· [bookmark: _Int_ydZHboS2]List all documents where claiming a statutory exemption to the APRA; 
· [bookmark: _Int_PgkwlAxy]Specify which statutory exception of APRA that applies for each document;
· Provide a description explaining the manner in which the statutory exception to the APRA applies for each document.
When claiming confidential information, respondents should submit two versions of their response:
1. A confidential version (for the State’s review and evaluation)
a. Confidential Information must be clearly marked in a separate folder.
2. A redacted version (for public records requests)
If the Respondent does not identify the statutory exception, the Procurement Division will not consider the submission confidential.  The State also reserves the right to seek the opinion of the PAC for guidance if the State has doubts that the cited exception is applicable.
Prices are NOT confidential information.
[bookmark: _okj8q9evvg4u]
[bookmark: _Toc278216690][bookmark: _Toc168655808]IV. KEY DATES 

The following table contains a tentative timeline for this RFI process. All dates are estimates and
subject to change.

	Milestone
	Estimated Timeframe

	RFI Release
	6/28/24

	RFI Response Due Date
	8/1/24



Any response received on or before 3:00pm Eastern Standard Time on 8/1/2024 will be reviewed and considered. 

If it becomes necessary to revise any part of this RFI, or if additional information is necessary for a
clearer interpretation of provisions of this RFI prior to the due date for submissions, an addendum
will be posted on IDOA’s webpage.

[bookmark: _Toc908461331][bookmark: _Toc168655809]V. RFI RESPONSE REVIEW, CLARIFICATIONS, AND DISCUSSIONS 

The State may request meetings with Respondents to this RFI for the purpose of collecting
additional information and/or receiving clarification on information provided. Invitations may be
extended to Respondents of this RFI subsequent to the receipt of responses. The State may also
issue written clarification questions to Respondents related to the contents of their submissions.

[bookmark: _Toc1213331953][bookmark: _Toc168655810]VI. RESPONSE INSTRUCTIONS
To respond to this RFI, Respondents shall complete and return, via email, the attachments referenced below.  This is a Word file, and answers may be entered into the file itself. 
Vendors interested in providing information to IDOA and FSSA should submit responses via email to Teresa Deaton-Reese at rfp@ido.in.gov. Please ensure the response answers all of the questions provided below.
All responses must be received no later than 3:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time on August 1, 2024.  The subject line of the email submission must clearly state the following:
“RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 25-80583 - PSILOCYBIN RESEARCH FUND”
Any proposals received after the due date and time will not be considered. No contracts will be awarded as a result of this RFI.  Responses are considered public once any decisions are made. No more than one proposal per Respondent may be submitted. The State accepts no obligations for costs incurred by Respondents.
Please note that Teresa Deaton is the State’s single point of contact for this RFI. Inquiries are not to be directed to any staff member of FSSA. Such action may disqualify the Respondent from further consideration for a contract resulting from this RFI.
The State requests proposals from Respondents to the following questions and prompts. The answers to these questions/prompts must be numbered with the corresponding question identifier (e.g.  “Answer A-1”).  No other specific format or file type is required.  The maximum length of a proposal should not exceed ten (10) pages for Sections A and B.
A. General Information and Questions (Section A)
1. General Questions
	Q# 
	Question

	1.
	Provide the respondent organization name, type of entity, primary contact person name, phone number, e-mail address, website, and mailing address. 

	2.
	Confirm the organization’s qualifications as outlined in section two, paragraph two. Evidence of these requirements may be attached and not count towards the ten-page limit.



B. Questions (Section B)
	Q# 
	Question

	1.
	Provide examples from previous clinical studies, trials, research projects, or other exercises similar in nature to the therapeutic psilocybin research program.

	2.
	Provide examples of the organization’s previous summary and reports, ideally similar in nature to the therapeutic psilocybin research program.

	3.
	Include name and credential of key staff identified for this research project. Resume or CV are not required but may be attached and not count towards the ten-page limit.

	4.
	Provide a general overview of the plan for this research project, including recruitment of specified populations, anticipated number of patients, existing partnerships and areas in which respondent will need support from the state.

	5.
	Provide a timeline for the research project that includes but is not limited to: key staff start date, IRB approval, anticipated date for first patient, key milestones along the way, and anticipated date for first publication. 

	6.
	Include potential locations for the research project and identify resources that will be needed to ensure a successful research project. 

	7.
	Provide any other information or qualifications you deem relevant for State consideration, subject to the proposal’s maximum length.


C. Confidential Information Requests (Section C)
a. Per section III – Confidential Information – Respondents claiming a statutory exception to the Access to Public Records Act (APRA) must indicate so in their response, citing which specific provision applies to which specific part of the response. 
b. If a Respondent is claiming a portion of their response to be confidential under APRA, a second version of the proposal must be submitted with the confidential information redacted. In addition, the Respondent must create a log per prompt “C.a.” above providing the basis for each redaction under APRA.
c. Citing “CONFIDENTIAL MATERIAL” on an entire section is not sufficient. 
d. If no information is being claimed as Confidential, please submit a Section C noting that nothing is claimed.  In the event no Section C is submitted, the State reserves the right to interpret this as Respondent not claiming any confidentiality protections under APRA.
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