NSPIRE Affirmative Habitability Requirements

NSPIRE requires the following minimum Affirmative Habitability Requirements.

Inspectable Area = Unit: the interior components of an individual dwelling where the resident lives

1.

©

10.
11.

Hot and cold running water in both bathroom and kitchen, including adequate source of safe drinking water in the
bathroom and kitchen
Bathroom or sanitary facility that is in proper operating condition and usable in privacy that contains a sink, a bathtub
or shower, and an interior flushable toilet
At least 1 battery-operated or hard-wired smoke detector in proper working condition

a.0n each level of the unit

b.Inside each bedroom

c.Within 21’ of any door to a bedroom measured along a path of travel; and

d.Where a smoke detector installed outside a bedroom is separated from an adjacent area by a door, must also

be installed on the living area side of the door

If the unit is occupied by a hearing-impaired person, the smoke detectors must have an alarm system designed for
hearing-impaired persons.
Living room and kitchen area with a sink, cooking appliance, refrigerator, food preparation area, and food storage
area
For units with Housing Choice Vouchers or Project Based Vouchers, at least one bedroom or living/sleeping room for
each two persons in the household
Must meet carbon monoxide detection standards established through Federal Register notice and the NSPIRE
standard, if applicable
Two working outlets or one working outlet and a permanent light within all habitable rooms
Outlets within 6’ of a water source must be GFCI protected*
Must contain a permanently installed heating source. Units may not contain unvented space heaters that burn gas,
oil, or kerosene.
Must have a guardrail when there is an elevated working surface drop off of 30’ or more measured vertically
Permanently mounted light fixture in the kitchen and each bathroom

Inspectable Area = Inside: the common areas and building systems within the building interior that are not inside a unit

1.
2.

A

At least one battery-operated or hard-wired smoke detector in proper working condition on each level

Must meet carbon monoxide detection standards established through Federal Register notice and the NSPIRE
standard, if applicable

Outlets within 6’ of a water source must be GFCI protected*

Must have a guardrail when there is an elevated walking surface drop off of 30” or more measured vertically
Permanently mounted light fixtures in any kitchens and each bathroom

May not contain unvented space heaters that burn gas, oil, or kerosene

Inspectable Area = Outside: the building site, building exterior components, and any building systems located outside of the

building

1.
2.

All outside outlets must be GFCI protected
Must have a guardrail when there is an elevated walking surface drop off of 30” or more measured vertically

* The requirement that all interior outlets within 6’ of a water source must be GFCI protected does not apply in the following
circumstances:

The requirement does not apply to an outlet dedicated to a major appliance (e.g., water heater, HVAC, refrigerator,
washing machine, dishwasher, garbage disposal, appliance that is wall-mounted or installed within a cabinet, etc. A
“dedicated outlet” is a receptacle outlet that is only capable of serving that specific appliance.

The requirement does not apply to an outlet below a countertop and within an enclosed cabinet, regardless of its
distance from the water source.



Smoke Alarm Placement Requirements
Smoke alarms must be installed in all areas listed in the affirmative habitability requirements. The following placement
requirements must be met.
e If mounted on the ceiling, smoke alarm must be greater than 4 inches from the wall
e If mounted on the wall, the top edge of the smoke alarm cannot be closer than 4 inches or greater than 12 inches from
the ceiling

CO Detector Placement Requirements

CO detectors are only required if required by NFPA 72 or NSPIRE standards, for example, if a unit (1) contains a fuel-burning
appliance or fuel-burningfireplace, (2) has adjacent spaces from which byproducts of combustion gas can flow, or (3) is located
one story or less above or below an attached private garage that does not have natural ventilation or is enclosed and does not
have a ventilation system for vehicle exhaust. See HUD’s NSPIRE carbon monoxide alarm standard.


https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/PIH/documents/NSPIRE-Standard-Carbon-Monoxide-Alarm_20230811.pdf

