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Hoosier families honored at Statehouse

for their agricultural heritage

INDIANAPOLIS (March 28, 2016) — Today at the Indiana Statehouse, Lt. Governor Eric
Holcomb and Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) Director Ted McKinney
presented 46 families with a Hoosier Homestead Award in recognition of their commitment
to Indiana agriculture.

“There are close to 60,000 farming operations in Indiana, of which 98 percent are still
family owned and operated,” said Lt. Governor Holcomb, who also serves as Indiana
Secretary of Agriculture and Rural Development. "These families are a fundamental piece
of the Indiana story, and | congratulate them on earning the Hoosier Homestead award
and their unwavering commitment to both the past and future of Indiana agriculture.”

To be named a Hoosier Homestead, farms must be owned by the same family for more
than 100 consecutive years, and consist of more than 20 acres or produce more than
$1000 of agricultural products per year. The award distinctions recognized are Centennial
(100 years), Sesquicentennial (150 years) and Bicentennial (200 years). Notably, the
Bicentennial Award was presented to one family during Monday’s ceremony.

"Our state's legacy has been shaped by Indiana's farming families, who have passed down
their traditions from generation to generation and contributed so much over the past 200
years — both economically and socially," Director McKinney said. "It was an honor to
recognize nearly 50 of these great families at the Statehouse, and | commend all of them
on their tremendous dedication to the industry and, especially, to Hoosiers."

The families honored today join more than 5,000 Hoosier Homestead farms. Administered
by ISDA, semiannual recognition ceremonies are held in March at the Indiana Statehouse
and in August at the Indiana State Fair.

Below is a list of today's Hoosier Homestead Award recipients:

Farm County Award Name gggestead Type of Award

Bartholomew Schulz 1865 Sesquicentennial
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Sondgeroth
Maddox
Yerkes

Carl R. Jones
Prall

Mace Family
Fletcher
Fischmer

Francis M. & Hugh H. Scott

Steiner

Kenneth & Bonnie Harrold
Wolf

Roy & Denise Harmon
Harold & Penny Fessel
Kring
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Floyd E. Cline

Cline Farms

The Hudson Family Farm
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For more information about the Hoosier Homestead Awards, please visit www.isda.in.gov.
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ABOUT ISDA

The Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) was established as a separate state
agency by the Legislature in 2005. The Director is appointed by the Governor and is a
member of the Governor’s Cabinet. Administratively, ISDA reports to Lt. Governor Eric
Holcomb, who also serves as Indiana’s Secretary of Agriculture. Major responsibilities
include advocacy for Indiana agriculture at the local, state and federal level, managing soll
conservation programs, promoting economic development and agricultural innovation,
serving as a regulatory ombudsman for agricultural businesses, and licensing grain firms
throughout the state.
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