
 

 

 
Readoption Review  

 
Indoor Air Quality in Schools and State Agencies 

410 IAC 33 
 
 
IC  4-22-2.5-3.1(c) requires an agency to conduct a review to consider whether there are alternative methods 
of achieving the purpose of the rule that are less costly or less intrusive, or that would minimize the economic 
impact of the proposed rule on small business.   
 
Description of Rule: 
410 IAC 33 is required under IC 16-41-37.5 as part of an indoor air quality inspection, evaluation and 
notification program for schools and state agencies.  It includes minimum requirements for suppling fresh air, 
maintaining the HVAC system, addressing water intrusion and mold, and limiting exposure to other asthma 
triggers. 
 
Readoption Analysis: 
 

1) Is there a continued need for this rule?  Please explain. 
 
Yes.  One in seven school age children have asthma and need the protection of this rule to reduce 
asthma attacks and school absences.  We continue to receive and investigate complaints for air 
quality in schools and find schools with indoor air quality problems.  

 
 

2) What is the nature of any complaints or comments received from the public, including small 
business, concerning the rule or the implementation of the rule by the agency? 
 
The Indiana State Department of Health has received limited complaints or comments about the 
implementation of this rule.  The rule requires ducted returns be used during renovation of school 
HVAC systems.  It has been pointed out that some schools do not have adequate space above the 
drop ceiling to accomplish this.  The department prepared an interpretation to the rule that reduced 
the impact of this requirement.  Small business is not impacted by this rule. 

 
3) Examine the complexity of the rule, including difficulties encountered by the agency in 

administering the rule and small businesses in complying with the rule. 
 
This rule is not complex.  

 
4) To what extent does the rule overlap, duplicate, or conflict with other federal, state, or local 

laws, rules, regulations, or ordinances? 



 

The requirement for ducted HVAC returns on new construction of schools is stricter than the current 
Indiana building code.  The rule does not overlap, duplicate, or conflict with any other federal, state, 
or local laws, rules, regulations, or ordinances. 

 
5) When was the last time the rule was reviewed under this section or otherwise evaluated by the 

agency, and the degree to which technology, economic conditions, or other factors have 
changed in the area affected by this rule since that time? 
 
The rule was last reviewed when it was first promulgated in 2011 and factors have not changed since 
that time. 
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