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Introduction

The Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning
Commission (NIRPC) is the designated
Metropolitan Planning Organization for the
Northwest Indiana region. NIRPC is responsible
for investing federal transportation funds

in highways, transit, active (non-motorized)
transportation, and other modes of people and
goods movement in Northwest Indiana. NWI
2050+, is a Metropolitan Transportation Plan
(MTP) - which encompasses transportation
modal elements, including a freight element. The
purpose of the Freight Chapter is to emphasize:

e preserving the existing transportation
systems,

¢ planning for the safety of all
transportation system users,

e providing the freight industry with
access to the workforce,

o efficiently moving freight to support the
economy of the region, and

Phase 1: Finding
Meaning

Stakeholder consultations
and interactive online map
survey will be used to collec
inputs on freight needs,
issues, and opportunities in

the NWI region.

O

System Conditions,
MNeeds and Issues

Figure 4-1: Work Plan Summary
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Working Paper 1: Freight

* ensuring equity in allocating federal,
state, and local transportation
dollars to benefit all users.

The Freight Chapter was developed in three
phases (as shown in Figure 4-1) and builds

upon key findings and relevant content from
previous related studies, plans, and formal
documents, including the Indiana Department of
Transportation (INDOT)’s State Rail Plan, Long-
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), and Statewide
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP);
NIRPC’s E-Commerce in Northwest Indiana, and
Air Quality Conformity Determination Report, and
other statewide, regional, and local documents.
The full list of the reviewed literature and the
takeaways of this process can be found in
Appendix 4A: Review of the Existing Studies,
Plans, and Other Relevant Documents.

Phase 2: Creating Purpose

Freight stakeholders will
assistin drafting visions,
goals, objectives, and
performance measures. Will
inform the public about the
draft vision, goals, objectives,
and performance measures
for freight in the region to

t solicit feedback.

Working Paper 2:
Freight System Visions,
Goals, and Objectives

e

Source: CPCS, 2022.

D

Phase 3: Purpose Driven
Planning

The draft project list will

be shared with key freight
stakeholders to solicit

their feedback.

Working Paper 3:
Freight Project
Recommendations and
Prioritization



Methodology

This section of the Freight Chapter provides

a synthesis of the extent of current freight
operations in Northwest Indiana and

the characteristics of the existing freight
transportation system that supports the
movement of goods to, from, and through the
region. First, a high-level assessment of freight
mode shares in the region and a description of
freight-dependent industries provide the regional
economic context. Next, freight systems and
operations in the region are examined using a
modal approach informed through data analysis
and triangulation as well as stakeholder outreach.
The same modal approach is also used to
present a high-level overview of expected growth
in freight activities and potential impacts on the
transportation system performance.

Stakeholder Outreach Activities

The primary purpose of stakeholder outreach
was to meaningfully engage Northwest Indiana’s
public and private sector freight stakeholders to:

¢ QGuide the development of NWI 2050+ -
Freight Chapter,

* Provide perspectives on the freight system
usage, needs, issues, and potential
opportunities, and

* Participate in the freight planning process and
influence recommendations.

The following is a summary of outreach activities
that inform the development of NWI2050+ -
Freight Chapter:

* Freight Steering Committee (FSC) meetings:
FSC is comprised of individuals
representing key freight stakeholder groups in
the region. Members are identified by NIRPC
and include representatives from local
governments, economic development
agencies, industry associations, ports,
airports, and private sector stakeholders.
Four meetings took place with the FSC, in July,
September, December 2022, and February
2023.

e Stakeholder Consultations: one-on-one
consultations with key stakeholders were
conducted to inform Phase 1 and Phase
2 efforts. The consultation outreach
efforts started in June 2022. A full list of
stakeholders consulted as part of this
planning effort can be found in Appendix 4B:
Stakeholder Consultation List.

* Public Sessions and Surveys: public open
houses were used throughout NWI 2050+
development to communicate findings and
recommendations with Northwest Indiana
residents and transportation system users.
The first public session was held in June
2022, introducing the Plan elements to
the members of the public and launching
an online survey of regional transportation
needs, issues and opportunities.
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Northwest Indiana’s Population Trend

[

785000 6,750,000
Northwest Indiana’s Economy 6 700,000
This section provides an overview of the economic 780000 T
characteristics of Northwest Indiana, focusing 775000 6,650,000
onh socio-economic aspects such as population, = 6,600,000 <
education, employment, and income. Additionally, g 770000 6,550,000 ;gc
a review of employment and income in freight- 765000 € 500,000 -
dependent industries provides context for 260000 ”
understanding the general transportation needs 6,450,000
of businesses in Northwest Indiana, as well as 755000 6,400,000
a foundation for further discussions of freight 750000 6,350,000
transportation needs and issues in the region. 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Population Figure 4-2: Northwest Indiana and Indiana Population Trends, 2010-2020

Economic development, labor force availability,

and the current demand and future needs for

transportation infrastructure are all influenced PO uIation Chan e

by population trends. Between 2010 and 2020, P g

the region’s population increased by about 1.62

percent to about 784,000. However, Figure ) .
4-2 shows that this decade-long trend masks a Indiana . 4.07%
pronounced dip between 2014 and 2017. Lake

County ha§ by far the largest population (about NWI _ 1.62%

498,000 in 2020), followed by Porter (about

173,000) and La Porte (about 111,000).

Porter County I
Figure 4-3 shows that all three counties saw
increases in population over the decade but were
below Indiana’s overall population growth. LaPorte County - 0.85%
Historically, the largest city in the region was
Gary, whose population has declined over the
last five decades or so. Between 2010 and 2020, Lake County B o54%
the city’s population fell by about 14 percent.
Hammond replaced Gary as the largest city in
Lake County in the last decade, but its population
has also been declining over the last fifty years.
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Figure 4-3: Population Trends, 2010-2020
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Figures 4-5 and 4-6 display changes in Northwest
Indiana’s population in two age brackets: working-
age individuals between 25 and 64 and seniors
65 and over. These figures reveal that Northwest
Indiana is seeing a decades-long decline in its
working-age population, from roughly 410,000
individuals in 2010 to just over 390,000 in 2020.
Meanwhile, the region is seeing steady growth

in its senior population, rising from just over
100,000 in 2010 to over 130,000 in 2020. This
indicates that the region might face issues with
workforce availability or labor shortages. It also
hints at a broader struggle in the region to attract
and retain younger workers.

Figure 4-7 makes clear that the pace with which
Northwest Indiana’s population is aging is not
mirrored in the rest of the state or country.
Indeed, not only has the median age in Northwest
Indiana’s three counties been rising steadily since
2010, but it has remained above the median age
of the state and nation throughout the decade.
Again, these trends threaten to induce labor
shortages and hint that the region is struggling

to retain younger workers. Due to the rising ranks
of older residents, industry growth may occur

in sectors complementary to aging consumers,
including healthcare and e-commerce.

169 | NWI 2050+
m |

413000

410000

403000

400000

385000

390000

385000

U IR IS

RN

Source: CPCS analysis of US Census data, 2022

Figure 4-5: Northwest Indiana Working Age
Population (25-64), 2010-2020
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Figure 4-6: Northwest Indiana Senior Population
(65+),
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Income and Education

An individual’s level of education influences

their career opportunities and earning potential.
Therefore, education and income levels are often
closely connected, as educational attainment
level can be a determining factor in workforce
development to support different industries.
Analysis of the income and education levels of
the region provides a better understanding of

its economic well-being, as well as the ability of
its workforce to support relatively higher-paid
medium- and high-skill jobs. A workforce with both
medium and high-skilled labor may be necessary
to support some freight-dependent industries like
advanced manufacturing.

Figure 4-8 shows the median real household
income in Northwest Indiana’s three constituent
counties, Indiana, and the US overall. Household
income in Lake and La Porte Counties lies at

or below the state’s overall in 2020, $57,530
and $57,010, respectively. Lake and Porter
counties’ real income growth lags Indiana and
the rest of the country, at 3.3 percent and 2.8
percent, respectively. Porter County, though, has
a median household income above the state and
national average, at $72,255 in 2020. And La
Porte County saw real income growth of nearly 13
percent between 2015 and 2020, which is more
than double the national average.

Northwest Indiana’s overall educational
attainment increased between 2010 and 2019.

A smaller share of the population in Northwest
Indiana lacks a high school diploma than in the
state or nation overall. Moreover, Northwest
Indiana has a greater share of high school
graduates and of individuals attending some
college or receiving an Associates degree than the
state and US overall. However, where Northwest
Indiana falls behind is in the proportion of the

80000
70000
60000

2.8%

20000
40000
30000
20000

Real Household Income

10000

Lake County  LaPorte County  Porter County Indiana USA
= 2015 =2020
Source: CPCS analysis of US Census data and US Bureau of Labor Statistics CPI Inflation calculator, 2022

Figure 4-8: Median Real Household Income, 2015 and 2020 in 2020

population with a Bachelor’s degree or higher,
where it lags the state by about 4 percent and the
US overall by about 10 percent.
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Table 4-1 lists the highest level of education Indiana

attained by Northwest Indiana residents in 2010 nghest Level of Education Attained NWI 2010 NWI 2019 2019 UsS 2019

?S”ifni?;?nznd shows how educational attainment "\ pion school diploma 12.10% 9.30% 10.40% 11.40%
' High school graduate (includes 35.80% 37.00% 33.90% 26.90%

These relatively high levels of mid-range equivalency)

educational attainment suggest the labor market Some College or an Associate’s 30.70% 30.70% 28.70% 28.60%

in Northwest Indiana may be suitable for middle- degree

income jobs that require some prior training or Bachelor’s degree or higher 21.40% 23.00% 26.90% 33.10%

experience, many of which are concentrated in Source: CPCS analysis of US Census data, 2022

freight-dependent industries such as agriculture Table 4-1: Educational Attainment
and manufacturing.

370000 3450000 ®
Employment e 3400000 S
Employment is an important measure of 2 3350000 =
economic well-being as it indicates the availability E 360000 3300000 §
of labor to support the region’s economy. S |
Conversely, unemployment can signal a mismatch = S5000 S250000 ﬁ
between the level or the quality of labor supply Z 350000 3200000 E
and demand. Lastly, examining employment by 3 3150000 5
industry indicates which sectors are the largest ) =0T 3100000 §
employers in the region with an outsized impact 340000 3050000 °
on the region’s economy. 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Figure 4-9 graphs the labor force in Northwest ey e

Indiana and Indiana between 2010 and 2021.

Whereas Indiana’s labor force grew substantially . _ . . )
between 2010 and 2019, Northwest Indiana Figure 4-9: Labor Force in Northwest Indiana and Indiana, 2010-2021

Source: CPCS analysis of US Bureau of Labor Statistics data, 2022

saw much more modest growth. Moreover, the
pandemic took a significant toll on its labor force,
with numbers falling below 2010 levels. The
decline in the labor force in Indiana resulting from
the pandemic was far less extreme.
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Figure 4-10 graphs the labor force in each of

Northwest Indiana’s constituent counties between

2010 and 2021. Mirroring relative population
size, Lake County has the largest labor force in

the region, followed by Porter County and La Porte

County. Figure 13 also reveals that only Porter

County saw growth in its labor force, with numbers

in Lake and La Porte counties contracting.

Figure 4-11 shows the change in the
unemployment rate from 2010 to 2021 in
Northwest Indiana’s three constituent counties,
Indiana, and the US. Both La Porte and Lake
counties had unemployment rates above
Indiana’s in 2010 and 2021. Porter County’s
unemployment rate was below Indiana’s in 2010
but above it in 2021. In 2021, unemployment
rates in Porter and La Porte counties were below
the national average of 5.35 percent, while Lake
County’s unemployment rate was above the
national average.

240000
g —_—
£ 190000
2
3 140000
:
$ 90000
aQ
o
@ 40000 -

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2013 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Source: CPCS analysis of US Bureau of Labor Statistics data, 2022

Figure 4-10: Labor Force in Northwest Indiana Counties, 2010-2021
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Figure 4-11: Unemployment Rates, 2010 and 2021
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Workforce Shortages
Stakeholder consultations confirmed that many industries are struggling to find and hire new workers in Northwest Indiana. Conexus Indiana, which
supports industry and cultivates talent in Indiana, noted that in some cases job openings per person approach a ratio of 10 to 1. Several workforce
programs, including Catapult Indiana, the Modern Apprenticeship Program, lvy Tech Community College workforce training solutions, and Center
of Workforce Innovations initiatives, strive to address this issue by providing entry-level training and connect potential workers to employers. Also,

there has been an ongoing transition to automation across many freight-dependent industries to address ongoing workforce shortages. Indiana’s
Manufacturing Readiness Grant offers manufacturers funds to invest in automation technologies that perform tasks for which there is an insufficient

supply of human labor.
Source: CPCS consultations, July 2022.

Industry Employment % of Total
Forestry, fishing, and related activities 181 (D) 0.05% (D)
Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction 302 0.08%
Utilities (D) N/A
Construction 24,144 6.27%
Manufacturing 42,499 11.04%
Wholesale trade 4,175 (D) 1.08% (D)
Retail trade 42,995 11.17%
£ | Transportation and warehousing 13,507 (D) 3.51% (D)
& | Information 2,717 0.71%
é Finance and insurance 11,334 2.94%
2 | Real estate and rental and leasing 14,629 3.80%
.g Professional, scientific, and technical services 15,449 4.01%
e Management of companies and enterprises 2,866 0.74%
Administrative & support & waste management & remediation 21,945 5.70%
services
Educational services 8,210 2.13%
Health care and social assistance 53,582 13.92%
Arts, entertainment, and recreation 10,360 2.69%
Accommodation and food services 32,358 8.40%
Other services (except government and government enterprises) 26,760 6.95%
Government and government enterprises 40,787 10.59%
Total Non-Farm Employment 383,305 99.54%
Total Farm Employment 1,755 0.46%
All industry total 385,060 100%

Table 4-2 lists Northwest Indiana’s employment
among different industries, with freight-
dependent industries highlighted in gray. Retail
trade and manufacturing both employ among
the largest shares of the region’s population, at
over 11 percent each. The health care and social
assistance sector is also an important industry,
employing almost 14 percent of the region’s total
working population. Government and government
enterprises and accommodation and food
services also employ large proportions of the
workforce.

Table 4-2: Northwest Indiana Employment by
Industry, 2019

Source: CPCS analysis of Full-Time and Part-Time employment by NAICS Industry, US Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2022. (D) = Not disclosed or data incomplete because some is not dis-
closed. Note that 3.8% of regional employment is unavailable to avoid disclosure of confidential information. The missing information comes from the agriculture, forestry, fishing, hunting,
Utilities; Wholesale trade; and Transportation and warehousing industries among the three counties that make up NWI.
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GDP, Thousands of

Gross Domestic Product

Industry 2019 % of Total Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is a measurement
Agriculture, forestry, fishing, and hunting (D) N/A of the monetary value of the serv-iceST produpeo! in
Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction 22,255 0.06% glg(liutrr]gr?c,jits:s\,/izrezzoizgit;;fltr}\rﬁst’:ﬁztrega\ ﬁre]r::(;c
o 5
Utilities . 197,829 (D) 0'5660([)) growth of an economy and can reveal which
Construction 2,186,796 6.14% industries are most important or productive.
Manufacturing 10,114,468 28.40%
Wholesale trade 557,310 (D) 1.57% (D) Table 4-3 lists GDP in the different industries
Retail trade 2,167,770 6.09% in Northwest Indiana. This reveals that
Transportation and warehousing 1,035,056 (D) 2.91% (D) manufacturing is by far th'e most important
Information 361,071 1.01% mdus_try 'Fo Northwest Indiana’s economy, -
© | Finance and insurance 1197 632 3.36% contributing about 28.4 percent of the region’s
’ ’ - 0 . .
§ o oy y o 3345 943 9.40% GDP. The health care and social assistance
= ea es_a ean _re"_"? an easmg. - i by sector also ranks highly, as do real estate
Professional, scientific, and technical services 1,042,648 2.93% and rental and leasing and government and
Management of companies and enterprises 311,283 0.87% social assistance. Manufacturing, health care
Administrative & support & waste management & 1,029,634 2.89% and social assistance, and government and
remediation services social assistance were also major employers
Educational services 295,534 0.83% in Northwest Indiana. This suggests that these
Health care and social assistance 3,635,998 10.21% thrge indust-ries are of.utmost importancg to the
Arts, entertainment, and recreation 713,986 2.01% !’eglon S SOC'O"Tconokr)n'f Ian?i():atpe. Retail I’Trade
Accommodation and food services 1,116,782 3.14% IS @ major employer but contrioutes a smatler
share of GDP. Conversely, real estate and rental
Other services (except government and government 955,136 2.68% and leasing do not place as a significant employer
enterprises
P ) = but contribute a large share to the region’s GDP.
Government and government enterprises 3,020,826 8.48%
All industry total 35,608,158 100%

Source: CPCS analysis of Full-Time and Part-Time GDP by NAICS Industry, US Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2022. (D) =
Not disclosed or data incomplete because some is not disclosed. Note that 6.5% of regional GDP is unavailable to avoid
disclosure of confidential information. The missing information comes from the agriculture, forestry, fishing, hunting, Utilities,
Wholesale trade, and Transportation and warehousing industries among the three counties that make up NWI.

Figure Table 4-3: Northwest Indiana’s GDP by Industry, 2019
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Freight-Dependent Industry
Freight-dependent industries are those that rely
heavily on the freight system for their operations
and include the following eight industries:

1. Agrlpulture, for.estry, flsh!ng, and hunting 12.3% Manufacturing
2. Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas Non-Freight Freight-
extraction In > Depandant — ] 20 Wholesale..
A Industries:
3. Utilities 37.4% 12.4% Retall Trade
4. Construction
5. Manufacturing I ;o Transportation. ..
6. Wholesale trade
7. Retail trade Q% T
8. Transportation and warehousing
Source. CPCS analysis of US Bureay of Econormic Analysis data, 2007 Mole: BEA, data does nol mchade data for all ndusines m ordar o
These industries are identified from econoimic. e s b s o o o bty
data using North American |I’]dUStry Classification amploymenl  Thes assanbally scalas d up lor tha missing data Threa mdustnas have vary small amployment shares and ara missing from
thex bar chart Fomestry, fishing, and rolated aotivitios, Mining, quamymag, oll and gas oxtraction, and Uilito:

System (NAICS) codes, which is a standard
system for classifying business statistics for
analysis and reporting. High-level economic
sectors are represented by two-digit NAICS
codes, while subsectors and industry groups
are classified using three, four, five, and six-digit
codes. For instance, NAICS codes 44 and 45
represent the retail trade industry, while code b
441 represents motor vehicle and parts dealing
businesses. NAICS codes of the freight-dependent
industries and some of their sub industries are
listed in Figure 4-14.

Figure 4-12: Northwest Indiana Employment Share by Industry, 2019

Using the employment data presented earlier,
Figure 4-12 reveals that more than 37 percent

of those employed in Northwest Indiana work in
freight-dependent industries. Similarly, Figure
4-13 shows that over 52 percent of Northwest
Indiana’s GDP is generated by freight-dependent
industries. These figures highlight the importance
of the freight system for Northwest Indiana’s
economy.
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Freight-

Industries: Dependent
47.8% Industries:

52.2%

Mon Fraight
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scales it up for the missing data. Three industries have very

we shade of thie e
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Manufactuimg
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forestry, fishing, and hunting, I-.-’iring quarrying, oil and gas extraction, and Utilities

Figure 4-13: Northwest Indiana GDP Share by Industry, 2019
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Table 4-4 presents data on the location quotients
(LQs) of the eight two-digit NAICS code freight-
dependent industries and select three-digit NAICS
code industries. A location quotient indicates

the proportion of the workforce employed in

an industry relative to the national average.
Therefore, analyzing LQs is a quick way to
understand a local region’s economic base
specialization relative to the national norm.
Industries that have higher LQ values are typically
more export-oriented! and, therefore, greater
contribution to the regional economy. The data
reveals that certain types of manufacturing are
particularly competitive in Northwest Indiana,
namely primary metal manufacturing, non-
metallic mineral product manufacturing, and
fabricated metal product manufacturing. Truck
transportation and gasoline stations also have
high LQs.

Another method of determining the importance
of an industry is to analyze the change in its
employment over time.

Table 4-5 presents percent employment changes
among freight-dependent industries between
2010 and 2019 and reveals that transportation
and warehousing is the freight-dependent
industry with the fastest-growing employment

in Northwest Indiana, whereas the mining,
quarrying, and oil and gas extraction industry has
the fastest shrinking employment.

1 EMSI Resource Library “Understanding Location
Quotient”, 2007.
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Industry Lake La Porte Porter
NAICS 11 Agriculture, forestry, fishing, and hunting 0.14 0.67 0.11 0.20
NAICS 21 Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction 0.13 0.11 0.11 0.12
NAICS 23 Construction 1.18 0.95 1.52 1.23
NAICS 236 Construction of buildings 1.1 1.37 1.77 1.30
NAICS 31-33 Manufacturing 1.44 2.32 1.85 1.65
NAICS 311 Food manufacturing 0.58 2.85 0.36 0.83
NAICS 313 Textile mills NC 5.7 NC NC
NAICS 326 Plastics and rubber products manufacturing 0.46 4.24 1.45 1.19
NAICS 327 Nonmetallic mineral product manufacturing 2.15 1.11 1.27 1.80
NAICS 331 Primary metal manufacturing 22.58 13.14 30.42 23.22
NAICS 332 Fabricated metal product manufacturing 1.23 1.74 2.43 1.59
NAICS 333 Machinery Manufacturing 0.57 6.56 1.03 1.47
NAICS 42 Wholesale trade NC 0.8 0.87 NC
NAICS 44-45 Retail trade 1.18 1.2 1.19 1.19
NAICS 447 Gasoline stations 1.49 1.72 2.1 1.67
NAICS 448 Clothing and clothing accessories stores 0.96 2.22 0.48 1.01
NAICS 451 Sports, hobby, music instrument, book stores 1.31 1.11 1.88 1.42
NAICS 48-49 Transportation and warehousing 1.06 NC NC NC
NAICS 484 Truck transportation 2.2 1.09 1.71 1.94
NAICS 486 Pipeline Transportation 3 NC NC NC

Table 4-4: Location Quotient for Freight Industries Among

Source: CPCS analysis of US Bureau of Labor Statistics QCEW 2019 Private Average Annual Employment Location
Quotient data, 2022. NC = not calculable, either because the data does not exist, or it is zero. Note: NWI LQs are

calculated as the average of constituency LQ scaled to each county’s relative employment level.

Northwest Indiana Counties, 2019

177 | NWI 2050+

Industry

% Employment Change, 2010-2019

NWiI us
NAICS 11 Agriculture, forestry, fishing, and hunting -12.9% +11.7%
NAICS 21 Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction -33.4% +3.9%
NAICS 23 Construction +6.1% +35.0%
NAICS 31-33 Manufacturing +6.2% +11.2%
NAICS 42 Wholesale trade +5.2% +7.7%
NAICS 44-45 Retail trade +0.4% +7.8%
NAICS 48-49 Transportation and warehousing +46.4% +37.4%

Source: CPCS analysis of US Bureau of Economics Analysis data, 2022.
Note: Utilities data is not provided for the counties in NWI. Comparisons in employment between 2010 and
2019 were only conducted between data that was available for the same industry and counties in both years. If

employment data was not available for a particular county in one year, it was excluded from the analysis for the other

year. The data here should be viewed as approximations only.

Table 4-5: Change in Northwest Indiana Employment Among Freight Industries, 2010-2019



Although LQs reflect the competitiveness of
different regional industries compared to the
national averages, a Shift Share Analysis is
a more dynamic economic indicator used to
understand changes in a region’s industrial
competitiveness over time compared to the
national average.

A shift-share analysis estimates regjonal job
growth based on three factors:

* Industrial mix effect: the growth of a specific

industry at the national level. This effect
is calculated through analysis of industry-
level employment data for the desired
time frame.

* National growth effect: the regional industry

growth that is impacted by the national
level growth rates for the desired time
frame.

Less
Competitive

* Regional competitive effect: the growth (or

any change) in regional industry employment
due to the unique characteristics of that
region.

The resulting shift-share analysis is based on the
following formula:

Actual Employment Change = National Share +
Industrial Mix + Regional Shift

Figure 4-14 illustrates the change in employment
due to the above-mentioned factors for Northwest
Indiana’s freight-dependent industries. Strikingly,
only the transportation and warehousing industry
saw a positive regional shift, suggesting that

this industry is uniquely competitive in the
region. This competitiveness is likely the result of
Northwest Indiana housing a nexus of numerous
transportation and infrastructure assets that
yield Indiana the nickname the “Crossroads of
America.” This “special formula” includes four

major Interstates, three Class | railroads, seven
airports, a major Great Lakes port, and numerous
terminals, all proximate to Chicago and within a
24-hour drive to 80 percent of the US population.
As a result, Northwest Indiana has seen spiking
demand for industrial properties like warehouses
and distribution centers in recent years, mirroring
ongoing growth in e-commerce.??

2 https://Northwest Indianandianabusiness.com/article/
untapped-potential-october-november-2021/

3 https://rejournals.com/northwest-indianas-industri-
al-boom-only-expected-to-continue-despite-low-supply/

Agriculture, Mining,
forestry,
fishing and

hunting extraction

quarrying, and
oil and gas

- | |

Wholesale

Manufacturing it

More
Competitive

>

Source: CPCS analysis of US Bureau of Economic Analysis data, 2022 Note: The shift-share analysis uses the same data as earlier,
which was subject to certain limitations. The analysis followed the following process for each industry: 2010 Employment in NWI * (2019
Employment in NWI / 2010 Employment in NWI — 2019 US Employment / 2010 US Employment).

Figure 4-14: Northwest Indiana Freight-Dependent Industry Regional Shift, 2010-2019
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Industry Profiles

Manufacturing

The manufacturing industry accounted for over
11 percent of the region’s total employment
and contributed over 28 percent of Northwest

Indiana’s total GDP in 2019. Manufacturing in both

Northwest Indiana and Indiana has seen a very
slight decline in importance relative to the overall
economy between 2010 and 2020.

Figure 4-15 shows that in Indiana, the
manufacturing industry is concentrated more on
durable goods production (such as metals and
vehicles) than non-durable goods (like food and
other disposable items). In Northwest Indiana,
neither durable nor non-durable goods clearly
make up the majority. The GDP share of non-
durable goods, though, appears to fluctuate more
widely than durable goods, and these fluctuations
largely explain the slight overall decline in the
manufacturing industry’s GDP contribution.
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Figure 4-15: Manufacturing Share of GDP by Type of Goods, 2010-2020
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Figure 4-16: Manufacturing Employment Clusters in Northwest Indiana, 2018
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The Freight Analysis Framework (FAF) offers a comprehensive picture of freight movements between states and major metropolitan
areas by all modes of transportation. FAF constitutes the best publicly available multi-modal commodity flow data set available in the US.
The 2017 Commodity Flow Survey, which serves as one of the foundational data sets used to develop FAF, was last released in 2021,

marking this the fifth iteration of FAF (hence, the term FAF5). FAF data is critical to freight planning because it identifies the volume
and value of goods moving on the freight transportation system. This information helps planners analyze and illustrate the relationship
between the economy and the freight system.

The location quotient analysis from the previous high level of demand placed on Northwest

section identified certain manufacturing sectors Indiana’s infrastructure for the movement of

as being particularly important in Northwest goods, not just those originating or terminating in
Indiana. These included metals manufacturing, the region, but also pass-through traffic.
non-metallic mineral manufacturing, machinery

manufacturing, gas and oil manufacturing, and As shown in Figure 4-17, manufactured

to some extent, food manufacturing (largely commodities rely heavily on the roads in Indiana,
in La Porte County). Using Federal Highway including Northwest Indiana. Similar freight
Administration’s (FHWA’s) Freight Analysis system demand is mirrored among other modes

Framework 5 (FAF5) data, we can examine 2017 and all manufacturing commodities.
freight flow trends for some of the commodities

related to these manufacturing sectors. Note Metals Manufacturing
that this FAF analysis uses FAF Zone 181 for the Metals manufacturing refers to the production
Indiana portion of the Chicago Metro area. This of base metals and metal articles using metallic
zone includes not only Lake, Porter, and La Porte ores. Metals manufacturing is a key industry
Counties but also Newton and Jasper. However, in Northwest Indiana, with over 45 million tons
this FAF zone is a good estimate of the commodity  worth almost $22 billion moving into, out of, or
flows in Northwest Indiana. within Northwest Indiana in 2017, according to
FAF5 data. Over a quarter of the nation’s steel is
National Level Freight Flows: Manufacturing produced in Indiana, and a significant proportion
The preceding analysis focused on manufacturing  of this is produced in Northwest Indiana®. In fact,
commodities that were somehow originating Lake and Porter Counties account for over half
from or destined for Northwest Indiana. This FAF of the nation’s blast furnace capacity, and the
analysis revealed the importance of the freight Indiana Harbor complex is the largest integrated
system, especially the roads, in the movement steel making facility in North America®. US Steel
of these goods. However, this does not capture and Cleveland-Cliffs have operations in the

all of the commodities using the region’s freight region.
system. Indeed, many commaodities traveling on
its roads, rail, or other systems neither originate
in nor are destined for the region. FAF provides 4 Indiana led nation in steel production again in 2020,
national-level freight flow maps for the National maintaining reign of more than 40 years, Northwest

Highway System in 2017. These demonstrate the  Indiana Times, Joseph S. Pete, April 2021.
. . 5 INDOT 2021 State Rail Plan
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Estimated Average FAF Daily Volumes for Trucks Carrying Consumer Manufacturing Commodities on National Highway System 2017
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Figure 4-17: National Freight Flows for Consumer Manufacturing Commodities, 2017
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Idled Blast Furnaces

Although Lake and Porter Counties account for over half of the nation’s blast furnace capacity, Northwest Indiana only produces about a quarter of the
nation’s steel. The cause of this disparity may be that some share of the region’s blast furnace capacity is being kept idle. In fact, in the last few years,

both Cleveland Cliffs and US Steel idled blast furnaces in Northwest Indiana.

Most commodities related to metals
manufacturing travel by truck, both in terms

of tonnage and value. However, the rail and
multiple modes and mail modes also handle large
quantities of these metal commodities in terms
of both tonnage and value. In addition, the vast
majority of metal manufacturing commodities
moving through Northwest Indiana travel
domestically. More information on commodity
flows can be found in Appendix 4C: Industry-Level
FAF analysis.

The multiple modes and mail mode is the
term used in the FAF database to refer

to intermodal commodity movements—
shipments using more than one mode. This
includes a variety of modal combinations
such as a container moving from a cargo
ship to rail to a truck, or bulk cargo moving
from rail to barge. The term “mail” is
included here because the mode used to
transport goods by a parcel delivery service
is often unknown and may involve multiple
modes.

Source: Freight Analysis Framework Version 5
User’s Guide for Release 5.1, USDOT, 2021.
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Nonmetal Minerals Manufacturing

Nonmetal minerals manufacturing refers to

the production of mineral products using raw
minerals. Northwest Indiana saw over 6 million
tons of mineral products worth over $1 billion
move into, out of, or within the region in 2017,
according to FAF5 data. One of the major
nonmetal mineral manufacturing establishments
is Carmeuse at Buffington Harbor, where lime and
stone are processed for cement production.

Most commodities related to nonmetal minerals
manufacturing travel by truck, both in terms of
tonnage and value. The water and rail modes
move significant quantities of these commodities
by tonnage but much less by value. This suggests
that nonmetal mineral products moving by truck
tend to be of higher value than those moving

by rail or water. In addition, most nonmetal
mineral commodities moving through Northwest
Indiana travel domestically. However, there is

a sizeable volume of these commodities that

are international imports. More information on
commodity flows can be found in Appendix 4C:
Industry-Level FAF analysis.

Machinery Manufacturing

Machinery manufacturing includes the production
of goods, including engines, fans, or hand tools.
Northwest Indiana saw over 500,000 tons

of machinery products worth over $4 billion
move into, out of, or within the region in 2017,
according to FAF5 data. Northwest Indiana
produces a variety of machinery goods, including
air compressors, of which Michigan City is the
largest producer in the Midwest®. A variety of
machinery manufacturing establishments have
operations in Northwest Indiana, including
Howmet Engine Systems for aero engines and
Hitachi Sullair for air compressors.

6 CPCS consultation with Michigan City EDC, 2022



Most commodities related to machinery
manufacturing travel by truck, both in terms of
tonnage and value. The water and multiple modes
and mail modes also move significant quantities
of these commodities by tonnage and value. The
highest value goods appear to travel by multiple
modes and mail. In addition, most machinery
manufacturing commodities moving through
Northwest Indiana travel domestically. However,
there is a sizeable volume of these commodities
that are international imports and exports. More
information on commodity flows can be found in
Appendix 4C: Industry-Level FAF analysis.

Oil and Gas

Oil and gas manufacturing refers to the
production of crude petroleum, gasoline, and fuel
oils. Oil and gas is a major commodity group in
Northwest Indiana, both in terms of production
and freight movement. Over 76 million tons

of oil and gas products worth over $33 billion
moved into, out of, or within the region in 2017,
according to FAF5 data. BP’s Whiting Refinery is
the largest in the Midwest and the sixth largest
in the US. It is capable of processing 440,000
barrels of crude oil every day, and it produces
about 7 percent of all US asphalt’.

Most oil and gas commodities travel by pipeline,
both in terms of tonnage and value. However, the
truck mode also handles significant quantities of
these commodities in terms of both tonnage and
value. In addition, most oil and gas commodities
moving through Northwest Indiana travel
domestically. However, a sizeable quantity is
imported both in terms of tonnage and value.
More information on commodity flows can be
found in Appendix 4C: Industry-Level FAF analysis.

7 Indiana, BP’s Economic Investment, BP. | Crude Qil
Refineries, Indiana Office of Energy Development.

Food Manufacturing

Food manufacturing refers to the production

of meat, seafood, alcoholic beverages,

tobacco products, milled grain products, and
other foodstuffs using live animals and fish,
cereal grains, and other agricultural products.
Northwest Indiana saw over 9 million tons of
food manufacturing products worth almost $6
billion move into, out of, or within the region in
2017, according to FAF5 data. A number of food
manufacturers have operations in the region,
including Hearthside Food Solutions and Green
Sense Farms, the latter of which operates the
country’s largest vertical indoor farms,

Most commaodities related to food manufacturing
travel by truck, both in terms of tonnage and
value. The rail and multiple modes and mail
modes also move significant quantities of these
commodities. In addition, the vast majority of
food manufacturing commodities moving through
Northwest Indiana travel domestically. More
information on commaodity flows can be found in
Appendix 4C: Industry-Level FAF analysis.

8 Food and Beverage Manufacturing, Northwest Indiana

Forum, (n.d.).
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Transportation and Warehousing
Transportation and warehousing is an important
industry in Northwest Indiana, making up over

4 percent of Lake County’s total GDP in 2019.
The shift-share analysis from earlier revealed
that this is the only freight-dependent industry in
Northwest Indiana that is more competitive than
the national average. In particular, the shift-share
analysis showed that the transportation and
warehousing industry is more important to Lake
County’s economy than Indiana overall.

Stakeholders confirmed the relative
competitiveness of the transportation and
warehousing industry and reported that this

is largely due to the region’s concentration of
freight-dependent industries and proximity to
Chicago. There is strong demand for industrial
land to support transportation and warehousing
operations in the region, which has been
heightened by the e-commerce boom brought
about by the pandemic. However, Northwest
Indiana is highly developed and is running out
of vacant or developable land, especially in the
northwest corner closer to Chicago. As a result,
many new freight-dependent industrial projects
are employing adaptive reuse strategies or
redeveloping old properties. Examples of recent
such projects include:

* East Chicago Logistics Center. The former
DuPont industrial site at 5215 Kennedy
Ave is undergoing brownfield remediation
before plans to one-million-square-foot
logistics center.®

e Majestic Star Casino Move and Buffington
Harbor Redevelopment: The Majestic Star

9 Remediation work underway on East Chicago site
intended for massive logistics center, Northwest Indiana

Transportation and

Indiana is one of the few warehousing is the most
competitive freight-
dependent industry in NWI, by over 46 percent between 2010
based on a shift-share
analysis

locations in the US that
manufactures railroad
locomotives

Employment in the transportation
and warehousing industry grew

and 2019

Source: INDOT State Rail Plan 2021, NIRPC E-Commerce in Northwest Indiana Fall 2020, US Bureau of Economic Analysis data.

Casino has moved from its present location
on Lake Michigan in Gary next to Buffington
Harbor to make way for an expansion of port
operations. The goal is to potentially develop
an intermodal facility on the lakefront, an

asset that Northwest Indiana currently lacks.*°

¢ Former Cleveland-Cliffs Steel Mill Site:
In 2021, Speedwagon Capital Partners
purchased the former steel mill at 3300
Dickey Road in East Chicago and plans to
develop the industrial site, making use of the
logistics and supply chain assets available in
the site’s vicinity.1

10 Plans for Majestic Star casino move, Buffington Har-

Figure 4-18 shows the transportation and
warehousing industry employment clusters in
Northwest Indiana as of 2018. As shown, the
greatest concentrations of these industries
are located in western Northwest Indiana in
Hammond, Munster, East Chicago, and Gary.
There is an especially pronounced cluster of
trucking-related activities along the CN railroad
in western Munster. There are also employment
clusters in Michigan City, Valparaiso, and
Merrillville.

bor redevelopment progressing in Gary, Chicago Tribune,

cago purchased by Chicago investment firm, Northwest

Craig Lyons and Karen Caffarini, April 2019.

Times, Andrew Steele, November 2019.
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11 Shuttered Cleveland-Cliffs steel mill site in East Chi-

Indiana Business Magazine, Larry Avila, December 2021.
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Figure 4-18: Transportation and Warehousing Employment Density in Northwest Indiana, 2018
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Estimated Average FAF Daily Volumes for Trucks Carrying Motorized and Other Vehicles Commodities on National Highway System 2017

Note: Major flows include domestic and interational freight imoving by truck on highway segments with more than 25 FAT trucks per day and between places typically mote than fifty miles apart.
Source: US. Depa of Transpor n, Federal Highway Ads Office of Freight Management and Operations. Freight Analysis Framework (FAF), versian 5.1,
 Flows inchude Motorized vehicles (SCTG36) commacities represanted in FAF.

Figure 4-19: National Freight Flows for Motorized and Other Vehicle Commodities, 2017
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National Level Freight Flows: Transportation
Equipment

As shown in Figure 4-19, transportation
equipment commaodities rely heavily on the roads
in Indiana, including Northwest Indiana. Similar
freight system demand is likely mirrored among
other modes.

The transportation equipment industry refers to
the production of motorized vehicles and other
transportation equipment. Northwest Indiana

saw over 500,000 million tons of transportation
equipment products worth over $5 billion move
into, out of, or within the region in 2017 according
to FAF5 data.

Most transportation equipment commodities
travel by truck, both in terms of tonnage and
value. However, the rail and multiple modes and
mail modes also handle significant quantities

of these commaodities in terms of both tonnage
and value. The data also reveal that these
commodities tend to be high in value per unit

of weight. In addition, most transportation
equipment commodities moving through
Northwest Indiana travel domestically. However,
a large quantity is also imported and exported.
More information on commodity flows can be
found in Appendix 4C: Industry-Level FAF analysis.
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Northwest Indiana’s
Multimodal Freight
System

Freight System Overview

The Northwest Indiana region is serviced

by a network of four Interstates, which is
supplemented by national and state highways
such as US 12, US 20, US 6, US 30, and SR 49.
Rail service is provided by three Class | railroads
and four short lines in Northwest Indiana. In
addition to road and rail, Northwest Indiana

is served by four maritime ports and two key
airports. Also, 772 miles of pipeline in the region
provide high-volume and low-cost shipping
options for crude oil, natural gas, and other
petroleum products.
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For the region to remain economically prosperous,

these transportation systems need to be
connected and efficient to provide key freight
services to Northwest Indiana.

Figure 4-20 shows the integrated freight system
in Northwest Indiana. As shown, public and
private truck parking facilities, industrial parks,
refineries, and pipeline terminals also serve
Northwest Indiana’s freight activities. There are
also several truck-rail transload facilities and
grain rail-served elevators in Northwest Indiana,
but the stakeholders consulted for this analysis

noted a lack of rail-transload intermodal facilities
in the region, affecting the competitiveness of
many freight-dependent businesses in the region.
Moreover, the lack of intermodal services in
Northwest Indiana is a contributing factor to the
high volumes of truck and train traffic through the
region to move intermodal containers to and from
the intermodal facilities in the Greater Chicago
area on the lllinois side.

The sections of this chapter present more detail
on the components of Northwest Indiana’s freight
system.
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Figure 4-20: Northwest Indiana Freight System
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Statewide Freight System Trends

Figures 4-21 and 4-22 present the results of a
FAF analysis in the Northwest Indiana region.

In 2017, Northwest Indiana’s freight system
moved over 195 million tons of freight with an
estimated value of more than $110 billion. The
majority of freight moving into, out of, or within
Northwest Indiana in 2017 traveled via truck

or pipeline, both in terms of tonnage and value.
There was also a sizeable share of freight moving
by rail. Maritime and pipeline freight tended to
be made up of low-value goods, whereas trucks
moved higher-value goods. The air mode moved
a negligible amount of freight relative to the other
modes.

By 2050, the total tonnage moved on Northwest

= Truck
= Rail

= Water

air)

mail

Pipeline

» Other and
unknown

9.4%

4.8%

= Air (include truck-

s Multiple modes &

Indiana’s freight system is expected to increase by
about 13 percent to more than 221 million tons.
The total value of these goods is also expected

to increase by about 42 percent to almost $156
billion. As shown in Table 4-6, trucks are expected
to make up a growing share of total freight both
by tonnage and value by 2050. The water mode
will see an increased share of total tonnage but a
lower share of value. The rail mode is expected to
see a decrease in its share of total tonnage and
value in Northwest Indiana (although the multiple
modes & mail mode, which often includes rail
intermodal, is expected to see increases in total
value). The pipeline mode will see a steady share
of total tonnage but a significant reduction in
relative freight value. And the air mode will see a
minor rise in its share of freight value.

Source: CPCS analysis of FAF5 data, 2022. For international flows, only modes for domestic segments are examined here.

Figure 4-21: Tonnage Modal Split for Northwest Indiana Figure 4-22: Value Modal Split Northwest Indiana
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Freight Mode Tonnage

2017 2050 2017 2050
Truck 35.3% 40.6% 54.0% 61.8%
Rail 12.3% 7.7% 6.7% 4.9%
Water 4.8% 6.3% 0.4% 0.2%
Air 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.8%
Multiple Modes & Mail 9.4% 7.3% 11.2% 13.7%
Pipeline 38.1% 38.1% 27.1% 18.6%
Other/Unknown 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.0%

Source: Freight Analysis Framework 4.5 and Freight Analysis Framework 5, 2021
Table 4-6: Freight Modal Split in Northwest Indiana, 2017 vs. 2050

2017 Top Commodities by 2050 Top
Commodities by
Tonnage

Tonnage
Gasoline 16.8% Crude Petroleum 21.9%
Crude petroleum 16.2% Base metals 11.6%
Base metals 14.7% Coal-NEC 9.4%
Coal-NEC 7.2% Gasoline 8.8%
Metallic Ores 7.2% Basic chemicals 8.1%

Source: CPCS analysis of FAF5 data, 2022

Table 4-7: Top Five Current Commodity Shares by Tonnage, 2017 vs. 2050

2017 Top Commodities 2050 Top
by Value Commaodities by Value
Base metals 18.2% Base metals 21.9%
Gasoline 16.0% Crude petroleum 10.0%
Crude petroleum 9.2% Mixed freight 8.7%
Mixed freight 6.7% Pharmaceuticals 1.7%
Fuel oils 5.4% Gasoline 6.7%

Source: CPCS analysis of FAF5 data, 2022.

Table 4-8: Top Five Current Commodity Shares by Value, 2017 vs. 2050

Northwest Indiana’s
total freight tonnage is
expected to increase by 13
percent between 2017 and
2050. Total freight value is
expected to increase by 42
percent.

As shown in Table 4-7, the top five commodities in
2017 by volume were gasoline, crude petroleum,
base metals, coal-NEC, and metallic ores. By
2050, this ranking will be rearranged, with
gasoline falling from first to fourth place due to
an 8 percent decrease in tonnage share. Crude
petroleum will rise by 5.7 percent to first place.
Metallic ores will be replaced in the fifth-ranked
position by basic chemicals.

As shown in Table 4-8, the top five commodities in
2017 by value were base metals, gasoline, crude
petroleum, mixed freight, and fuel oils. By 2050,
the base metals sector will solidify its position

in first place, with its share of total freight value
rising by 3.7 percent. However, the remaining
rankings will be rearranged, with gasoline falling
from second to fifth place due to a 9.3 percent
decrease in value share. Crude petroleum will rise
by 0.8 percent to second place. Pharmaceuticals

will enter the rankings in the fourth-place position.
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Trading Part“'ers _ State Tonnage Share
for Boa0s angating it Northweet Indiona 1 1. ndiana 40156.9 46.2%
2017 were Indiana, lllinois, Michigan, Ohio, and 2. lllinois 16.987.9 19.:5%
Wisconsin (Table 4-9). For goods destined for 3. Michigan 7,738.77 8.9%
Northwest Indiana, the top domestic trading 4. Ohio 4,370.4 5.0%
partners were Indiana, lllinois, North Dakota, 5. Wisconsin 4,238.6 4.9%
Minnesota, and Michigan (Table 4-10). 6. lowa 3,404.8 3.9%

7. Alabama 1,652.4 1.9%
Lhetth"p i”tt‘larz?tionf”" gg‘iyﬁ psrirf:etr for . 8. Kentucky 1,228.3 1.4%

orthwest Indiana in y both tonnage an

value was Canada (Table 4-11). Europe, Eastern . Texa-s - o7 0.9%
Asia, and Mexico are also significant international el 676.0 0.8%
origins and destinations for goods moving through All other states 5,696.4 6.6%
Northwest Indiana. Total 86,947.6 100%

Source: CPCS analysis of FAF5 data, 2022. Note: Indiana includes goods
moving entirely within NWI.

Table 4-9: Top Domestic Trading Partners by Tonnage for Goods Originat-
ing in Northwest Indiana

State Tonnage Share By Tonnage By Value

1. Indiana 34,961.5 25.7% Region Share Region Share
2. lllinois 26,119.6 19.2% Canada 95.5% Canada 58.6%
3. North Dakota 18,884.5 13.9% Mexico 1.4% Europe 15.5%
4. Minnesota 13,351.5 9.8% Eastern Asia 1.2% Eastern Asia 12.4%
5. Michigan 8,953.2 6.6% Europe 0.67% Mexico 6.5%
6. Texas 5,452.8 4.0% Everywhere else 1.2% Everywhere else 7.0%
7. Ohio 4,848.4 3.6% Source: CPCS analysis of FAF5 data, 2022

8. Wyoming 4,266.7 3.1% Table 4-11: Top International Trading Partners by Tonnage and Value, 2017
9. West Virginia 4,097.6 3.0%

10. Colorado 2,332.6 1.7%

All other states 12,514.7 9.2%

Total 135,782.9 100%

Source: CPCS analysis of FAF5 data, 2022. Note: Indiana includes goods

moving entirely within NWI.

Table 4-10: Top Domestic Trading Partners by Tonnage for Goods Destined
for Northwest Indiana
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Road Network

The Northwest Indiana region’s road network
supports more than a third of all freight
movement by tonnage and more than half

by value. This network is made up of roughly
5,884 miles of public roadways. This includes
nearly 227 miles of Interstates, accounting for
over 17 percent of Indiana’s total Interstate
mileage. Northwest Indiana’s Interstate system
is supplemented by about 302 miles of US
highways, 256 miles of State Routes (SR), and an
integrated network of county and local routes.

In 2017, trucks on Northwest Indiana roads
carried 35.3 percent of the total freight tonnage
and 54.0 percent of the value in Northwest
Indiana, highlighting the importance of this

mode for the movement of freight in the region.
As shown in Table 4-12, the top commodities
moved by truck by tonnage included base metals,
gasoline, gravel, basic chemicals, waste/scape,
and fuel oils.

In 2017, the top domestic trading partners by
tonnage for truck movements originating in
Northwest Indiana, in descending order, were
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, and Wisconsin.
The top partners for truck movements destined
for Northwest Indiana were Indiana, lllinois, Ohio,
Michigan, and Wisconsin.

227

Miles of Interstate

Commodity
Base metals
Gasoline

Gravel

Basic chemicals
Waste/scrap
Fuel oils

Nonmetal mineral
products

Cereal grains
Other foodstuffs
Articles-base metal
Mixed freight
Other ag prods.
Natural sands
Coal-NEC

Animal feed

Wood products
Chemicals products
All others

Total

17,871,181
6,568,345
5,694,105
4,963,956
4,412,234
4,104,573
3,912,794

3,538,039
2,987,038
2,417,973
1,743,543
1,076,533
916,311
911,714
801,871
774,544
723,754
5,605,322
69,023,827

958

Miles of US and State
Highways

| Tonnage | Share of Total

25.9%
9.5%
8.2%
7.2%
6.4%
5.9%
5.7%

5.1%
4.3%
3.5%
2.5%
1.6%
1.3%
1.3%
1.2%
1.1%
1.0%
8.1%
100%

Table 4-12: Major Commodities by Tonnage
Carried by Trucks in Northwest Indiana, 2017

4,472

Truck parking

997

Bridges
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Key Corridors

Trucking activities in Northwest Indiana are
served by four Interstates: I-65, 1-80, |-90, and
[-94. Although the region carries four Interstates
by name, the region only houses three Interstate
routes in practice. I-80 runs concurrently with
[-94 west of Lake Station and concurrently with
[-90 east of Lake Station. These Interstates offer
access south to the Gulf of Mexico, west to the
Pacific Northwest and Bay Area, east to New York
and New England, and north to the Michigan
peninsula. The region is also served by several US
Highways and State Routes, primarily US 12, US
20, US 30, and SR 49.

Key roads for truck movement are presented in
the truck share map shown in Figure 4-23 and
the truck AADT map shown in Figure 4-24. As
shown, I-80/1-90 east of SR-49 experiences the
highest share of truck traffic in Northwest Indiana.
Unsurprisingly, the region’s four Interstates
handle the highest levels of truck AADT. Of note

is the relatively high truck shares of all vehicle
traffic on segments of US 12 south of Burns
Harbor and on SR 249, which connects US 12
with 1-94. While there are no officially designated
truck routes in Northwest Indiana, these roadways
are preferred by truck drivers because of their
geometric compatibility with truck maneuvers

and their location relative to freight origins and
destinations.

According to Northwest Indiana stakeholders, the
high volume of truck traffic and the incompatibility
of truck movements with other roadway modes,
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especially active transportation modes, create
mobility, safety, and air quality issues. Also,
heavy trucks that move to and from major freight
establishments contribute to pavement and
bridge infrastructure damage. Formal designation
of truck routes in Northwest Indiana can address
these concerns; however, a detailed truck impact
assessment is required to identify optimal routes
and restriction points that can improve efficiency
and safety for all road users. The specific issues
are assessed in Appendix 4A.

JINTERSTATE Y

I-65

Interstate 65 is the only north-south Interstate
operating in Northwest Indiana and runs entirely
within Lake County. The northern end of the
Interstate interchanges with I-80 and I-94 and
terminates at an interchange with I-90, US

12, and US 20 in Gary. In 2019, the highest
Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) on I-65 was
experienced between its interchange with Ridge
Road in Lake Station and its interchange with
I-80/94 (Borman Express