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About Handle with Care
The Handle with Care program enables law enforcement to send 
a confidential notification to a child’s school when they have been 
at the scene of a potentially traumatic event, providing a “heads-
up” to the school to allow them to provide trauma-sensitive 
support. 
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Handle with Care
• 2013: Piloted in WV
• 2015: Statewide in WV – WV State Police
• 2020: Becomes an IDOH-led initiative 
• 2021: Piloted in Richmond Community 

Schools
• Current efforts: Expansion across state

• 17 counties, 41 school districts
• 25 counties interested or planning



Handle with Care
• Start the conversation

• IDOH technical assistance
• Identify champions
• Establish a plan
• Prepare with trainings
• Gather resources
• Commit to regular meetings



Thank you!
Chelsie Irwin, MPH, Director of Trauma-Informed Communities Programs
Indiana Department of Health
Cirwin@health.in.gov
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