
INDIANA STATE RECOUNT COMMISSION 

Guidelines for Conduct of an 

Election Recount and Contest 

As Amended, May 22, 2024 

Chapter 1. Definitions 

Sec. 1. (a) "Candidate" refers to a candidate for nomination or election to an office for 
which a recount or contest petition has been filed. 
(b) If a candidate who is entitled to file a recount or contest petition does not do so in
accordance with IC 3-12-11, a state chairman or county chairman who files a recount
petition under IC 3-12-11, has the rights and responsibilities of a "candidate" under these
guidelines.
Sec. 2. "Commission" refers to the state recount commission established by IC 3-12-10-
1.
Sec. 3. "Cross-petitioner" includes a candidate who was opposed in the primary or
election by the petitioner, whether or not the candidate chose to file a cross-petition with
the commission under IC 3-12.
Sec. 4. "Disputed ballot" refers to a ballot challenged by a party to a recount or to a ballot
that the state board of accounts determines does not conform with these guidelines or IC
3-12.
Sec. 5. "No votes" refers to ballots subjected to the recount which:
(1) do not indicate a vote cast for any candidate subject to the recount; and
(2) are otherwise classified as either "valid" or "invalid" under these guidelines or IC 3-

12.
Sec. 6. "Precinct tally sheet" refers to the written record used by the state board of
accounts to record the precinct vote tally and other evidence concerning the voting

process in a precinct.
Sec. 7. "Recount" means the determination by the state recount commission of the
number of valid votes received by each candidate for the office subject to a recount.
Sec. 8. "Tally" means the counting by the state board of accounts of votes cast for each
candidate in each of the following categories: undisputed valid, undisputed invalid, or
disputed.
Sec. 9. All other terms used in these guidelines have the meaning set forth in IC 3-5.

Chapter 2. Conduct of Election Recounts and Contests Generally 

Sec. 1. The state recount commission shall conduct all recounts and contests under 

identical procedures to the extent reasonably possible. 

Sec. 2. The commission makes the final decision as to whether a disputed ballot will be 

counted. 
Sec. 3. ( a) All tallying shall be physically performed by the state board of accounts in 

accordance with these guidelines. 

(b) The state board of accounts staff manual for recounts (Agency Manual for Conduct of 
Recount for the State Recount Commission, May 2, 2024 edition) is approved for use in 
























